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Wfflrnirrgton's Guide To The Btble
. . . a comprehensive Bible Resourc e Center
for only $24.95
Wil lmington's Guide To The Bible is
a comolete Bible resource center in
one handy volume. l t  is a treasury of
Bible knowledge, researched and
compi led  by  Dr .  H .  L .  Wi l lm ing ton
who over the years, has presented i t
to over 10,000 students of the Bible.
Now this valuable resource is
avai lable for use in your home. Wil l -
mington's Guide To The Bible is a
comprehensive $1,000 Bible study
course condensed from the or iginal
15 volumes, into one pract ical-sized
book. Willmington's Guide To The
Bible is wri t ten in layman's lan-
guage, making i t  easy to read and
understand. l t 's the f i rst  book you
wi l l  tu rn  to  in  p repar ing  Sunday
school lessons or personal Bible
s tud ies .  250 spec ia l l y  des igned i l lus -
t ra t ions  make the  B ib le  "come a l i ve"
fo r  ch i ld ren  and adu l ts  a l i ke .
Pastors, Sunday school teachers,
h igh  schoo l  and co l lege groups ,  and
Bible lovers everywhere, wi l l  f  ind this
book to be a complete, authori tat ive
and dependab le  B ib le  s tudy  compan-
ion. l t  answers so many quest ions
and is used so many ways, you wi l l
f ind  i t  to  be  one o f  your  most  va lu -
able reference works.
Willmington's Guide To The Bible
covers  the  B ib le  chrono log ica l l y ,
theo log ica l l y ,  top ica l l y  and h is to r i -
cal ly,  to give you the information you
need to know.
Willmington's Guide To The Eible is
really eight Bible relerence volumes
in one:
1. Bible Commentary
2. Topical  Dict ionary
3. Archaeological  Handbook
4. Old Testament /  New Testa-
ment Cross Reference Guide
5. Theological  Manual
6. l l lustrated Bible Encyclopedia
7. Bible Fact-Finder
8. History of lsrael Textbook
Look at what Christian leaders are
saying after reading Willmington's
Guide To The Bible:
"Never before has so much been
avai lable in one volume. Busy pas-
tors, Sunday school teachers and
s tudents  w i l l  be  he loed and cha l -
lenged in  the i r  s tudy  o f  the  Scr ip -
tures by the use of this source book."
Donafd K. Campbell, Academic
Dean, Prolessor of Bible Exposition,
Da I las Th eolog ica I Sem in ary
"This is no average book. Every pas-
tor,  Sunday school teacher,  Christ ian
educat ion director,  youth leader and
home B ib le  s tudy  group w i l l  f ind  in
this book a complete, comprehen-
sive and concise summarv of the
conten ts  o f  the  B ib le . "
Lehman Strauss
Evangelist and Author
DR.  H.  L .  WILLMINGTON is  a  g raduate  o f
Moody Bible Inst i tute and Culver-Stock-
ton  Co l lege in  Canton ,  Missour i ,  and la te r
attended the Dallas Theological Semi-
nary  and Ash land (Oh io)  Theo log ica l  Sem-
inary .  He ho lds  the  Doctor  o f  M in is t ry
degree f rom Tr in i ty  Evange l ica l  D iv in i ty
Schoo l  in  Deer f  ie ld ,  l l l i no is .
Owning Wilmington's Guide To The
Bible is l ike having a Bible scholar in
your own home, giving you advice,
wisdom and counsel concerning the
Bi ble. Hardback, $24.95.
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The enlpral McGuffds
Readent were different.
They were Christian
Nour they're auailsble again
sfter 725 yesrs. You corn get the
fu/J set here and SAVE $60
Rev. William McGuffey published his legendary Readers in the 1830s.
Later editions, from 1857 on, were revised without his approval, and ex-
purgated most references to religion. They were still excellent texts, but
no longer Christian texts.
Now a Christian publisher, Mott Media, has reprinted the originals. We
are offering them, with pride and admiration, for parents, godparents
and grandparents who care nough toteach at home, or atleasttohelp,
the children they love.
The Ori$nal McGuffeys: 7 superb texts
Pictodrl Eclectic Primer for Young Childrcn. For kindergarten or pre-
kindergarten: the alphabet, simple sentences and stories, charming
original engravings.
Eclectic Primer. More advanced. For first-graders and bright
kindergarteners.
Eclclic Fint Rerder for Young Children. For second-graders or bright
first-graders. Lots of spelling, and the words get as hard as "would" and
"stalked" and "deranged."
Eclectic Second Reader. 85 lessons, each a well written story with a
moral, some from Scripture or American history. Each lesson is fol-
lowed by l) questions drawn from it (e,g., How did Washingon receive
Lafayette? What is the Fifth Commandment? What is emulation?) and
by 2) spelling words ("believed," "myrrh," "forsook"). When your
children master this book, they'll be years ahead of their peers.
Eclectic Third Reader. Authors like Addison, Irving, Byron...Bible
selections...excursions int  hi tory like the marvelous "Alexander the
Great" - adults can read this book with pleasure, Aft.er your child of 8
FREE B00K Free wlth each sert Mclufley and His Readers: Piety, Mlratity and
Educati\n i lglh Cenlury Anerlca by John H. Weiterhotf lll
or 9 finishes it, he's reading better, and understanding more, than most
high schoolers.
Eclectic Fourth Rerder. Quite beyond the average collegian today, yet
within the reach of well trained l0{o-12-year-olds. Dozens of authors
they should meet: Johnson, Webster, Milton, Jefferson, Schiller, Bacon,
Southey, Bryant, Shakespeare, etc.
Eclectic ProEessive Spelling Book. "Progressive" because it staru with
basics and builds to an advanced vocabulary worthy of a graduate stu-
dent, Not only definitions but pronunciations and usage in good
sentences.
Mark Sullivan, in his 6-volume history, Orr Times, ranks McGuffey up
with Washingon and Lincoln in influence. And a wonderful influence it
was. Do your children deserve l ss?
Startling call fiom eminent profesor of Engfish
"Let's bring back McGulfey's Reader - to College" is how Carl Bode,
University of Maryland, titled his article in The Chronicle of Higher
Education. Wrote Bode: "l guarantee that regular doses of McGuffey will
brighten their eyes and bring roses totheir cheeks . teach them to con-
centrate on the printed page...give them some of the memorable
poetry and prose of our AngloAmerican nheritance . . make them bet
ter men and women, ot o mention better-spoken m and women."
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EDITORS'NOTE
nly the Word of God is inerrant and infall ible. As
men and women we can raise penetrating questrons
and propose answers, but those answers are only as
valid as their correspondence with Scripture. In this issue,
many pertinent questions are addressed by us as editors and
by our selected authors. We hope you wil l benefit by reading
these articles carefully and prayerfully.
Two-thirds of America's population claims to belong to a
religious body, with 94 percent professing belief in God. Why
then, with such a profound possibil i ty for steering the moral
course of the country, have "church people" allowed America
to drift in such an immoral direction? "Jerry Falwell Com-
ments" attributes the blame to the deafening and tragic
silence of America's pulpits. The indictment is strong. It is
well past time for America's pulpits to heed Ezekiel 33:7-9 and
recognize with reverence what wil l one day be required at
thei r  hands.
"Fundamentalism Today" asks, "Who Are the 'Real'
Pseudo-Fundamental is ts?"  A b ib l ica l  s tudy is  reveal ing,  and a
historical study is embarrassing to those who so glibly use the
phrase that  backf i res on i ts  or ig inarors.
ls legalism synonymous with Fundamentalism? Some our-
s ide the Fundamental is t  camp might  adamant ly  ins is t  i t  is ,
while those inside might with equal intensity affirm it certain-
ly is not. Perhaps Truman Dollar's "An Alternative to
Legalism" wil l shed light on the fallacy of making conclusive
affirmations. Could it be that a host of Christians are often
guilty of legalism, perhaps without even knowing it? Truman
Dollar defines legalism and its alternatives. He has apparently
agonized over this subject in his hard-hitt ing and highly
thought-provoking article.
"Does God Heal Today?" Misconceptions abound. Elmer
Towns seeks to unravel several and state what he believes is a
scriptural positior-r.
Father's Day should be a special t ime for families. Perhaps
this year it can also be a day of evaluation and commitment
for  f ; r rhers es thev real  lh i l  Stover 's  "Too Brrsv ro Be a
Father" in which he asks, "Am I troubling my house and in-
herit ing the wind?" and as they read James Dobson's "Fatigue
and Time Pressure: Putting the Squeeze on the Family," in
which he asks, "How do our hectic l i festyles affect our
families?" These articles are extremely readable, intensely
valuable.
Dan Barlow provides tips on how to help children develop
self-esteem, and a tribute to Don Norman reveals that he has
done that in the l ives of his six children. You'1l want ro read
about April, the Normans's very "special" l i tt le girl, who,
without knowing it, has made a profound impact for good on
their family.
We hope this issue wil l be profitable to you. Christians
are.  c f ter  a l l ,  s t i l l  very much a par t  of  rh is  wor ld and i ts  in-
fluence, and we all desperately need sound, biblical helps and
reminders.
STAFF
Editor,
Jerry FcrlweLl
Monoging Editor,
NeLson Keener
Senior Editors
Ect Dobsor-r
Ecl IJrnclson
Coordinoting Editor
Rulh McClellcrrr
News Editor
Debotolr Fhrl l
Book Editor,
W Dclvrcl Be.ck
Editoriql Assistqnts,
Eorlene fl tloodwrn
Cirily (junle,.r
Mr-rrie- M. Clrct 1-rrnor I
Contributing Writer,
Yvonnc Vesl
Creqtive Director,
I?obcrl W Beosley
Glophics/Desigrn,
Slephen l '  Albochlcn, Mgf
.lon W Cooper
Keri f r floirrr-rson
Dcwn Wekly
Photogrophy
i,cs Sclrofer
Lynn Hcrr lborger
Typogrophers,
Sue l)rLskrll
Arrgelcr l l  SLrnons
Slrer Boycl
Editoriql Boord,
' l ' r  Lr t ' r  i r - t  t  r  l  to l lo l ,  (- i tcr  rr  I  ic, tn
Vcr le  Ackef  rT i . i r r
l loy r l  ro r ld  Bc lber
Dcrv t r l  . Je . le r r i toL t
. J o l r n  1 ? o w l t n c l s
l : l l n re r ' l ' owr rs
. l ; r . ;k Wyrlzerr
Wct  r r  lo l I  ZLn rn  re r r r  c l r r
Fundomentalist Journql is published monthly. 1l jssues per yeor. by Old.
Time Gospel Hour, Postqge ls pold ot Lynchburg, Virginio, qnd odditionql
moihng ollices. Address oll correspondence to Fundomentclist
Journql, Lynchburg, Virginio 24514.
Canqdiqn Oltice, Box 5O5, Richmond Hi]l. Ontqrio UC 4y8
Advertising, Som Pqte Associotes Inc., P O Box 4315, Lynchburg, Vfgxniq
24542 @O4) 237-29C3.
Su.bsqiption, SIO.95 o yeor (ll issues) in U,S, Outside U.S. qdd 55 OO postoge
prepoid US. currency. $1,95 per rssue
Chqnge of Addjess, Vltren ordedng o chonge 01 oddress, pleose return
your old moiling lobel qlong with the new oddress. A]low lour weeks for o
chonge.
Submissions, Mcnuscipts slrlcmitted to Fundamentalist Journal should be
occomponied by sell-oddressed envelopes ond reh_un postoge. Publishet
ossurnes no responsibility for return of unsolicited mqteriql. Monuscripts
unoccompqnied by rehlrn postoge will not be refurned to sender
All motedol in thrs jssue is sub;ect to U.S. ond internqtionol copyright lows.
Permrssion to reproduce mqy be obtqined by writing to Fundqmentalist
Joluncl
. 1983. OId-Tjme Gospel Hour.
Stcrtement oI Purpose
This mqgoz]rle ts corrunitled to the historic fundomentols ol the Christion
loith, biblicol seporotion, morol obsolutes, the priodty of the Iocol church,qnd world evongelizotion. A]though no mogozine or individuol cqn speok
for the overqll Fundomentolst movement, it is our deste to creore G torum lo
encoudge Chrslion leodership ond s'lotesmonshnp to stqnd lor the old'time
religron in ihese criticol doys We wrll exomine motters of contemporory in-
terest to oll Fundomentolists, providmg on open discussion of divergent opi
niors on relevont issues. The Fundcrnentalist Journcl will qlso reollirm our
history ond heritoge, os well os point the way to our plqce in the fufure.
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Ilght on tcrget...
I om writing to compliment you
on the orticle "Fundqmentolism To-
doy, A Criticol Sell-Evolucrtion," by
Ed Dobson ond Ed Hindson in the
Mcrch issue.
The orticle wqs well done ond
right on torget, Upon receivirg your
Iirst copy ot the Fundqmentatlst
Journql some monlhs ogo, I thought
to mysell, "onother muckroking,
hcte-mongering, criticol mogozine."
I hcrve found your mogozine to be
outstonding in severol c[eos. First ol
oll, it is honesl. Secondly, so lor it
seems to be o mogozine wNch is
sensitive to the needs qnd hurts of
humomty.
I do reod with interest qnd q
chuckle the obsession thol some ol
your bretfuen hove with the lcrults ol
Southern Boptists. Notwithstonding,
thqt too is occeptoble when you ore
willing to criticize those in your own
ronks, os you hove done.
I know thcrt your editor, Jer4r
Fqlwell, is o gentlemon in every
respect ond while I do not qg[ee
with him on every issue, I still lind
him to be o mcnr of honor, integrrity,
qnd sensitivity. He is o mon with
whom oll Bible believers con leel
comlortqble.
Let me soy thot I thinkthere needs
to be in your orticle o cleqr differen-
tiqtion belween Fundqmentqlism
ond legolism. I would suggest thot
whot you seem to be describing to
me, ond this mcry simply be q motter
ol semontics, is legolism, rqther thon
Fundamentolism. There ore mony
Fundomentol ists who qre not
legolistic qnd lhere ore mony Fun-
domentolists in the strictest sense ol
thot word, who do not hove the of
titude which you hove described so
oppropriotely.
Jcnrres R. Summers. Postor
Northwest Boptist Church
Mcnni. Florido
Supporls BJU...
I enjoy your mogozine qnd
receive much irspirotion lrom it. The
orticle "Adultery without Sin?" by
John S, Feinberg in the Morch issue
wos especiolly thought provoking.
The reoson I om writing is thot I
fell I musl respond to Russell S.
Costleberry's letter, in your "You Soid
It" section. He scrys he hopes ond
prcrys thot you will reqssess your BW
policy ond stcrte so in cu'r upcoming
lssue.
I Ieel that BJU should be strongly
supported by oll Christiors. The issue
is not rqcism but government control
oI religrion.
As lor lhe rqce issue. it's much
more Godly thqt men recogrnize thot
God crecrted differences between
the roces. These distinctions were put
there by God.
Thot there qre dillerences be-
tween the rqces is beyond dispute.
but thot doesn't meon we cqn't be
equol belore God. In Golctiors 328
we reqd thqt there is neither mole
nor femqle in CMst. Thot certcrinly
doesn't meqn thot there ore no dil-
lerences between the sexes.
It would oppeorto me tobe on oI-
fense ogoinst God to chonge or
destroy thot wNch he creqted,
which is whcrt morrioge between
the roces does. The children are
neither roce.
As  lo r  the  Scr ip tu res  Mr .
Ccrstleberry quoted (Num. 2J). Moses
morried o doughter ol Cush, who
Iived in Ethiopio. There is evidence
to indicqte thot the Ethiopio ol Moses
dcry wcr.s Cqucosiqn qs wcrs Egypt.
In Acts V26 tl:le word blood is not
in the originol ond the Scripture is
simply relerring to Deuteronomy 32,8
when God divided the notions qc-
cording to the number ol the
cNldren of Isroel. I remoin yours,
blqck, ond humble belore God.
Jerry Wickey
Grobill.lndiqno
Intrlnslc vclue b the lssue...
Having just reodJerry Folwell's qr-
ticle "A Progrmotic Proposoli' in the
Mcrch edition of the Fundcner
tql|sl Joumcl" I thought perhops it
would be helpful to write my reoc-
tions.
First, I understond completely thcrt
the occeptqnce ol some govern-
menlql meqns in order to limit qbor-
tion to the cqses of incest ond rope
mcry indeed be oll thot we cre go-
ing to be qble to qchieve, Thjs is
becor:se our country todoy is lorgely
without ony reol ethic qnd the
Supreme Court ruling of ten yecns
ogo hos unhoppily been on educo-
tionol instrument to ccnrse mony
people in the United States to occept
obortion os occeptoble (or even
ethicol), when they otherwise would
not hcrve done so, This destruclive
educotionol irstrument hos qdded
inlluence os the yeqrs pcss.
Thus, I con well believe thot we
moy indeed hcrve come to the
ploce where this is the reolstic thing
thct is before us.
However, hoving soid thot,I tNnk
every one ol us involved in this mcrt-
ter should be reolistic. Thqt is, though
tNs moy hcrve to be occepted os oll
thot is ochievqble in the present
climqte in the United Stqtes. yet we
must reolize whqt then the situqtion
would be.
If this is whot is ochieved then we
must loce the loct thqt while more
lhon o million bobies o yeqr would
be scrved lrom being wontonly
killed, yet the issue ot the lntrlnslc
vqlue ol humqn lile would still notbe
settled.
In other words. f this were the cose,
who is kilqble would still be open to
orbitrcny lqw. The bqsic issue in-
cludes obortion. but it is more thon
qbortion. It is thot with obortion. in-
lonticide ond lhe tolk ol euthonosiq
ol the cged, humcrr lile no longer is
seen os hoving lntrlnslc vqlue.
FUNDAMENTAIIST JOURNAL
lllhere the killing ol humon lile
could or could not stop would be left
to the decision oi q relcrtivistic courl
or legislotion.
hr conclusion I indeed tNnk this
mcry tum out to be whol we must oc-
cept, with the present loss ol o Chris-
flqn consensus in the United Stqtes.
Thqt would be o victory in lessening
the killing oI humqn lile. However,
the centrql issue oI the intrirsic vqlue
ol humon lile would be unsettled
ond the tuhre would still be terrify-
ing ond resting upon whot q limited
number ol people crbitrorily decide
is lor the good oI society ot o given
moment. II this is the cqse the victory
should not be considered won. but
rqther o continuing vigilonce would
be our responsibility into the luhrre.
FYoncis A. Schoeffer
Switzerlqnd
$cnrery, llren qnd mw...
\Mhcrt o coincidence thcrt your
Morch issue contoined two orticles
so similor in underlflng theme ond
yet seporoted in time by over l@
yectrs.
"Bqptists crnd $crvery" recounts
the sod story ol the division ol Baptists
over the slcrvery issue in our country
more thcn o cenhrry ogto. "The Two-
Heqded Council..." colls ottention to
the present-doy division omong
churches over the slcrvery still in ex-
istence in the form oI economic.
politicol, qnd militory slovery-
especiolly in Third World countries.
These ore qs evil os the slcrvery
wNch once wcts occepted in the
United Stotes.
Jusl os there were CMstiors who
needed on enlightened corscience
l@ yecrs ogo in regcrd to the
slcrvery in our country, such is the
cose todoy in regcnd to these other
types oI bondoge.
hr obedience to our Lord's com-
mond, the Church must mount on
oll-out united osscrult to releqse the
coptives ol cny kind ol slovery.
Indeed the lqck ol love ond unity
qmong the churches in their inobili-
ty to prevent the blood-bcrth oI the
CMI Wcris q sod commenlcryupon
the CMstion Foith. God lorbid we
should sufier World Wqr III beccruse
oI this sqme lock
Nolon J McClurg
Edmonds, WosNngrton
You chcnged nry vlew...
I om c doctrinql conservcrtive.
tirmly holding to the tundqmentql
doctrines ol CMstionity. However, I
hcrve olwcrys prelened the tiile
"Evongelicol" over "Fundomentolist."
It hos seemed to me not to ccrry the
militont, olmost onogont, "Iightin'
lundie" connotcrtion borne by "Fun-
dqmentolist." Your April issue hos
helped to chonge my view ol some
who preler thot title.
Dr. Folwell's qrticle on moderotion
wos most refieshing. God help us cll
to mcjor on mojors, minor on minors,
and let CMst be the bosis ol our
IellowsNpl The tronscript oI Jqck
Von lmpe's messcrge wos o speciol
blessing. It bore the mqrks oI q mon
with o heqrt sensitive to the voice ol
the Spirit, q mon who hos been
broken belore God. John Tollefs
study on biblicql seporotion lrom
unlceliel wqs o gneot work ol scholqr-
ship, It wcts q thorough exegesis ol
the biblicol texts rcrther thcn o repeti-
tion ol time-worn cliches. He is to be
commended on his sone. bolqnced
opprooch.
I qm quite impressed ond
pleosed with the loving cpprocch
tNs issue took towcrd the body ol
Christ of lorge, regordless of
denomincrtionol (or nondenomino-
tionol) titles. Surely the One whose
prcryer is recorded in John 17 rejoices
over this portiol onswer to His prcryer.
I know I do.
You will no doubt come under fire
Irom mony lellow Fundcrnentolists. I
expect they will be quick to slcp o
noncomplimentcuy title on you thot
wiil turther divide the Body ond
grrieve its Heqd. Stond strong, hold
your heods Ngh ond leorlessly pro-
clqim God's truth no mcrtter who
criticizes you! I lor one om proud to
cqll the editoriql stcd qnd writers ol
Rrndcmenlqllsl Joumal "brothersl"
May God ricNy bless ond en-
couroge you os you endeovor to
both contend lor the lcrith once
honded down ond bring unity to o
pctheticclly splintered ond divided
body.
Rex. D, Hutto
Virginio Beoch, Virginio
Have to d!scgree...
I wos surprised to reod in "Doc-
trinql Difierences, Do They Motter?'(April 1983) that Ccrtholicism wqs in-
cluded os q denominqtion oI Chris-
ticnity rcrther thcn o cult or possibly
q sect (depending on delinitons ol
eoch). Any CMstion understonding
Catholic doctrine, hiercrchy, ond
pNlosophy would hcrve to disognee.
Their cruthoriiy is not "Solo Scrip-
huq" but lhe Bible plus hodition.
Their cruthority lignrre is not Christ but
the pope (comporing the stqtements
ol Christ ond Cqtholicism's popery
throughout Nstory is shocking).
Is not this o good exomple show-
ing why the qrticle wqs written? Doc-
trinql difierences do mstter.
Robert E. Wiedemon
Winonq Loke. Indiono
Compelltng crtldes...
I om writing concerning two or-
ticles thol crppecred in the April1983
iszue of the hrndqrnentcllst Journql,
"Thot They All Mcry Be One" by Jqck
Von Irnpe qnd "The Bosis lor Ec-
clesiosticol Sepcrotion" by John D.
Tolley, Jr. Both orticles qre excellent
ond complement one onolher very
well.The piece by Rev. Jqck Vonlm-
pe is porticuloily criticol in q time
when hlper-Fundomenlqlism serves
to destroy the unity ol the true body
ol Christ through third, Iourth, qnd
even lifth degree ecclesiqsticql
seporotion. Few, it ony, ol the
origrinol cruthors ol The Fundcrmen.
lcils would be welcome in the pulpits
of some churches in this country
bqsed on some ol the current criterio
lor ecclesiqsticol seporotion. Both or-
licles qre compelling in their cqll to
rehrrn to the criteriq used by our
spirituol lolhers in this century lor
sepcncrlion-the Bible.
Teddy Bitner
Fort Lecrvenworth. Korsqs
Correc.llon
An unintentionol enorwqs mqde
in "Follocies ol the 'Working
Mother"' (lr4oy). The first pcrogrroph
under "Myth One, You Con Hove It
AII' wos not credited to Jcrnes
Dobson. (Whcil lYlves Wlsh tlrols
Ilusbqnds Knew about lVornen,
Tyndole House R:blishers, Inc., 1977,
pp.55,56.)
lle uelcome your comments and will include
them in our kttcn to the Editor section as sryce
permits - subject o andensation at the disoe-
tion of the editorial staff.
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The Deafening Silence
ol America's Pulpits
ince World' !Var l l ,  Americir has gone through a period
of aff lucncc unparal lcled by any othcr nation in history.
Y t t  t o J l y  w L  a r c  r  n a t i ( ) n  f i r l l i n g  a 1 . x 1 1 ,  f l t t i n g  i t  t r , r u -
blcd ccotromy, insurmountable social problcms, rnd a rnyri i i , l
of other catastrophic concerns. From t l-re 13 mil l ior-r babies
rvho havc bccr-r al lowcd to die in abort ion chambcrs, to thc
eprdcmic of ir-rcurablc 1-rerpes affcct ing 20 mil l i , rn l .rcoplc, thc
cvidencc of moral decay in America stacks up with dizzying
rapidity. A 40 perccnt divorcc ratc chips away at thc founda-
t ion of thc family. A drug epiden.r ic detcriorates t l ' re rninds of
our youtl-r and spans t l-rc agc cirtegorics to vict imizc cvcn thc
^ , 1 ' , l r ' . , . ' - , , 1 - . ; . . ' .  l J . . '( , u u , (  r  ' l  u , ( , ( , \ , , , .  , , . , , n , t s c x u i t l i t y ,  r L L ( , g r r i z c J  t h r , t u g h  t l r .
rnet l i r r  i tn. ]  g()vcrnmcntal  of f ic ia ls,  l - ras bccomc atr  acceptcd
l i fcsty le.  Pornograpl ' ry ,  or . rcc avai lable only througl-r  t l ' rc  dark
rcccsses of  pool  hal ls ,  can now bc found at  the local  super-
markct ,  opcrr ly  d isplaycd at  thc cyc lcvcl  of  a f ivc-ycnr- , r ld.
The silent pulpits of Americq cre more
responsible lor lhe morcl deccdence
and breakdown ol the republic than
any other contribuiing lorce.
In looking for a way to change this disastrous course, we
must f irst identi fy the reason for the moral detcriorat ion. Ve
could easi ly blame the Democrats or the Republicans, the na-
t ional media or the entertainment industry. Certainly, al l
these have played a part,  and there are others which could be
added to the l ist.  Yet the most inf lucntial force in the country
is found within i ts churches. Two-thirds of the populat ion
bekrngs to a rel igious body and 94 percent profess bel ief in
God. Religious Americans form the largest block of inf luence
in this nation. Then why, with such a profound possibi l i ty
for steering the moral course ofthe country, have church peo-
ple al lowed America to dri f t  in such an immoral direct ion?
Frankly, the siler-rt pulpits of America are more responsible
for the moral decadence and breakdown of the republic than
any other contr ibuting force.
Historical ly, si lent pulpits bear in part the responsibi l i ty
for such atrocities as the Civil War and the holocaust of Jews
in Germany. In either case, the majori ty of churches-or,
more specifically, the men in the pulpits-were not vociferous
enough on the sinfulness ofthese actions to bring the evil to a
swift conclusion. One of the results of the thousands of silent
I
4i.
pu lp i ts  regard ing  th" .u i .dn"ss  o f .  l i fe ,  i s  the  Supremc
Court 's legal izing abort ion on, 'demand. Since the Court 's
1973 decision, over a mil l ion babies d year have been l i teral ly
torn from the womb and thrown away as garbage. The hor-
rors of this holocaust go unmentioned in most pulpits.
Thosc peoplc who say, " l 'm against abort ion but I  don't
think you should have a law to stop i t" are real ly saying the
same thing as " l 'm against slavery, but i f  you want to have a
slave that 's up to you." I f  an action is moral ly wrong and
degrading to the civil and human rights of any person, then it
should be against the law. Laws are made to protect human
and civi l  r ights, and pastors should not be afraid to say so.
Those who say, " l 'm against i t ,  but. .  .  "  are probably just try-
ing to keep their church posit ion. They do not care about the
numan consequences.
Why Are the Pulpits Silent?
Why are the pulpits silent? Like everyone else, pastors
desire to be accepted. It is comforting not to have anyone
angry with you. There is false security in knowing that the
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deacons are not upset with you, that a church founder is not
mad at a part icular sermon point you made, or that no one is
outside the church doors demonstrat ing against your posit ion
on a specific issue. Chances are you won't aggravate anyone if
you don't  preach against sin or immoral i ty.
A man is known by his enemies. I f  a pastor isn't  upsett ing
somebody with his statements, he usually isn't doing a good
job of attacking sin. Pastors should have no desire to please
the people who are trying to degrade moral principles, destroy
the tradit ional family, and devalue human l i fe in general.
Il dollqr bills determine whqt pastors
preach and teqch, they ccnnot
consider themselves men ol God but
only hirelings.
Secondly, many pulpits are silent because of f inancial
pressure. Donors threaten to stop sending money when the
preacher starts stepping on toes. In these tough economic
times, losing the support of a consistent donor can create
financial diff icult ies for a church. If dollar bil ls determine
what pastors preach and teach, they cannot consider
themselves men of God but only hirelings. A pastor who
preaches the message God called him to proclaim and who
practices good stewardship wil l have his financial needs met.
The desire to be promoted in the church organization
hinders many pastors from speaking out. Thoughts l ike "lt
would be nice to be president of the movement, or even ex-
ecutive secretary," or "l 'd sure l ike to be on the mission
board" can easily lull a pastor to silence. The pastor who
takes a strong stand on a crit ical moral issue or who speaks
against the Liberals at the seminary wil l hurt his chances of
ever rising in the religious hierarchy. Pastors must decide
whether they want to be an ecclesiastical mortician or a man
of God, ready and wil l ing to preach what God directs.
Pulpits Silent on the Basics
Many pulpits are silent today on the preaching of the
gospel. Paul said, "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek" (Rom.
1: l6). He also wrote, "Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you
the gospel...that Christ died for our sins according to the
scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose again the
third day according to the scriptures" (1 Cor. 15:1-4). The
simple and complete gospel is the death, burial, and Resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ. That is the only message that can save
Iost souls.
Many pulpits are silent today bn doctrine. \7hen I went to
Bible school 30 years ago, everybody believed in the inerrancy of
Scripture. When you talked about the inerrancy or infallibili-
ty of Scripture nobody argued. Today the phrase "authority
of Scripture" is used in many circles and is usually just an
avenue to interpret a convenient meaning into a verse. Either
the Bible is truth or it is not. Pulpits need preachers who bold
ly declare, "The Bible is the inerrant, infallible \Vord of God.
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From Genesis 1:1 through Revelation 22:27,there is not one
error, not one false statement in its pages; it is totally
believable and reliable."
Doctrine has been absent in our pulpits. Many pastors
preach only about loving everybody and everything. They
leave out creed and doctrine because these issues separate.
Love sounds wonderful, but love based outside biblical
precepts is a weak relationship at best. Spiritual togetherness
must be based on the Person of Jesus Christ and the integrity
of the Vord of God. That does not mean we hate anybody; it
means that our basis of fellowship is the Person of Christ and
His Word.
Pulpits have been silent when it comes to biblical
righteousness. The church is supposed to be the moral cor-r-
science of the society in 
"vl.ricl.r it exists. It should l ift t l .rc moralstandard and make sinners uncomfortable in sinning. The
church is not supposed to be loved by everybody; it needs to
be opposed by those who pervert God's Word.
Most importantly, pastors must not be silcnt about
teaching the lordship of Christ in individual l ives. What bet-
ter way to make an impact on our society than through
church members l iving consecrated holy l ives. If Sodom could
have been saved by the presence of ten righteous men, then
how much more could God bless America if our church
members would wholly dedicate their l ives to the Lord.
The church ls not supposed to be loved
by everybody; it needs to be opposed
by those who penrert God's Word.
Final ly, our pulpits have been si lent on judgment. A cur-
rent examplc is herpes. I t  is considered by somc to be the
judgment of God upon a generation that has waved i ts f ist in
the face of Almighty God and said, " l ' l l  do as I pleasel you're
not going to tel l  me what I  can and cannot do." "Be not
deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shal l  he also reap" (Gal. 6:7). Our pulpits need to preach
of judgment now and judgment to come. There is a real burn-
ing hel l  where the unsaved wil l  spend an endless eternity, and
pastors have the obl igation to warn people of God's coming
judgment.
Those in the pulpits of America must be wil l ing to speak
out i f  there is to be a revival of truth, decency, and moral i ty.
Ezekiel wrote, "So thou, O son of man, I  have set thee a
watchman unto the house of Israel;  therefore thou shalt hear
the word at my mouth, and warn them from me. \When I say
unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; i f  thou
dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked
man shal l  die in his iniquity; but his blood wil l  I  require at
thine hand. Nevertheless, i f  thou warn the wicked of his way
to turn from it ;  i f  he do not turn from his way, he shal l  die in
his iniquity; but thou hast del ivered thy soul" (Ezek.33:7'9).
Pastors must heed the warning, accept the responsibility, take
the init iat ive, and make their pulpits resound with the whole
counsel of truth that wi l l  make an impact on our land and the
D
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world in which we live.
b1 Ed Dobson and Ed Hindson
cc les ias t i ca l  l rbc ls  a rc  invcn tcd  by  rncn  to  c i i t cgor ize
1'rcoplc i incl groups. A survcy of cl ' rurch aclvcrr isc-
r-r-rcnts rrveals rnuch about a church's att i tude torvard
labels. ln Ncu Tcstamcnt t imcs thc early bcl icvcrs r ' , 'erc sirn-
ply cnl lcd Christ ians. Horvcvcr, thc term Chrl.sr ian l ' ras bccr-r
cl i lutecl ()\ 'cr thc centuries. In the clucst for absolutc identi ty, a
krt of adcl i t ivcs have bccn crearccl to sup.r l .roscdly bctter dcf inc
the tcrm Chrtst iun. Cl-rurchcs arc known by their denomina-
t i t>na l  labc ls :  I l l p t i s t ,  L r - r thc ran ,  Mct l ' rod is t ,  Prcsby tc r ian ,  and
so frrrt l r .  Son'rc Raptists, f<rl  cxarnplc, arc fr-rrthcr clcf inccl as
" lnc lepcndcnt  Func la rncnta l  l lap t is ts . "  Othcrs  l i r c  knou 'n  as
"Premi l lenn ia l  Indcpcndent  Bapt is ts . "  And s t i l l  o rhers  a rc
c lc f incd  as  "R ib lc -hc l i cv ing ,  sou ln ' inn i r - rg ,  F rcc t ' i l l  Bapt is ts , "
l rn t l  so  on .  One advcr t i senrcn t  reccn t ly  i t l cn t i f i cd  a  church  ls
par t  o f  thc  "K ing  Janrcs  On ly  Cu l t ! "  ( )nc  rvonders  hou,  rnany
other  i rc lc l i t i vcs  r i ' i l l  bc  c lcvekrpcr l :  scpara t is t ,  p ro- l i f c ,  an t i -
pornognrphv ,  I r r ( ) -s in rp le  l i fes tv lc ,  an t i -s in rp lc  l i f cs ty lc .  .  .  ad
i  r r f i  n  i  tu  n r .
Defining Fundamental ism
(Jriginal ly thc term FnttLnnutulLst rcfcrrcd t() sL)mc()nc
r r  ho  bc l i cvc . l  t l r c  " func lanrcn ta ls "  o f  thc  Chr is t ian  f i r i th .  Thc
Ial ' ,el  can'rc fronr thc pr-rbl icir t ior-r of l  serics of volurnes knorvr-r
ls Thc Frrnrjarncntal.s. Thesc u'ere a col lcct ion of lr t iclcs rvri t-
tcn by a rviclc r irngc of schol lrs . lcfcnding tradit ior-ral Chris-
t ian  or thod<) \y  aga i l rs t  t l . rc  c r i t i c : r l  a t tacks  o f  thco log ica l
Liberal isrn ar-rcl Moclcrnism. In thc carly t \ \ 'ent icth ccl)tury
thc siclcs u e rc cle arly clral rr an-rong Protcstants. Onc r i ,ns
cit l ' rcr a Fturcl lnrcntal ist or a Moclcrnist.  Hou,cver, by t l-rc
It)41)s, the conscrvlt ive nr()\ 'c lnent begarr to fragment ir i to
scvenrl splrntcrs. ()vcr t l -rc ycars a variety of aclcl i t ivcs n'cre
proc luced:  E" 'angc l i ca l ,  neo-Evangc l i ca l ,  n rodcra tc ,  rn i l i tan t ,
r lodif iccl,  alrLl n()\ \ '  p-scutlo-Fr-rndunrcntal ist.  !7hi lc no one
t la in rs  the  tcmr ,  cc r tu in  Funt la rncr r ta l i s ts  r - rsc  i t  as  a  labc l  o f
. l isdain ftrr r>thers u'ho cl l l  t l -remselvcs Fundancntal ists but
r i  l ro  d isasrcc  ( )n  s ( )n lc  i ss r - rcs .  Thus ,  th is  labe l  i s  used on ly  by
those t 'ho  cons idcr  thcmsc lves  to  bc  t l - rc  on lv  t ruc  Fun-
t lamenta l i s ts .
Pseudo: A Bibl ical Perspective
A C-l ' rr ist iar.r 's f inal autht. lr i ty in al l  rnatrers of faith and
prac t icc  i s  thc  l l i b le  .  A l l  h r - r rnan "add i t i vcs"  to  Chr is t ian i ty
rnust bc judgccl bv thc clcar teacl.r ing of Scripturc. Pserrr/r.r  is a
to
Who Are the "Realtt
Pseudo, Fundamentalistsl
( lrcck r i ' t l rr l  that occurs u r iunrbcr of t inrcs througl-r thc Neu,
Tcstrtrcnt. I lcfrrrc cal l ing i l l ry() lrc ir  pscr.rdo i t  nrust bc ascer-
ta inc t l  tha t  hc  n ,a r r i rn ts  suc l r  a  c lcscr ip t ion .
TIrc verb from ri 'hich pscucio cornes is thc vcrlr l tsatt lomui.
I t  mc: rns  " to  c iccc ivc ,  to  chcat ,  to  shor ' " 'oncsc l f  t lece i t fu l ,  to
l i c ,  o r  to  spcak  dc l ibc ra tc  fa lschoods"  (Thayer ,  p .  675-676) .
All humcn "cdditives"
must be ludged by the
ol Scripture.
lo Christicrnity
clecr tecching
Thc Iror-rn 1r.scrrclo.s, w'hich nrcans l  " l ic, or ir  constious and in-
tcntionul falscl-ror;cl" (Thaycr, p. (r76), also occurs frcr lucntly
in ScriptLlre. A pscr-rdo is then i l  l )crs()n rvho makcs a de-
l ibc1111c,  o r rsc ious ,  anc l  i r r t cn t iona l  e f f r r r t  to  l ie ,  chcat ,  o r
cleccir. 'c othcrs.
Thc Ncw Tcstamcnt idcntificd thosc wl.ro arc psucdos. The
Artt ichrist is clescribed as ()nc "r i .  l rose coming is aftcr thc
u,orking of Slt irn r i , ' i th al l  pou,e r rncl srgns ancl lr ing rvonclcrs"
(2  Thcss .  Z :9 ) .  Th i .  t ,o rd  i s  a lse  usc t l  t .  t l cscr i6e  rhc  ac t iv i t ies
o f  Ar r rn ias  and Supph inr .  Petc r  spokc  to  Anan ias  anr l  sa id ,
"Why ha th  Sntan  f i l l cd  th inc  hear t  ro  l i c  to  the  Ho ly  ( lhos t ,
anc l  to  kecp back  par t  o f  t l . rc  p r icc  o f  thc  land l "  (Ac ts  5 : l ) .
Tl ' rc tcrrn is r,rsed to clcscribc thosc l 'ho I-ravc rcjcctcd Gocl
ar - rc l  in  so  ckr ing  huve "ch lngcd t l rc  t r r - r th  o f  ( i rc l  in to  a  l ie "
( R o n r .  l : 2 5 ) .
What  i s  c lear  f ro rn  thc  tcach ing  o f  Scr ip tu re  rs  tha t
lrseuckrs arc f l lse ( lhr ist i lns. Tl 'rcy reprcscnt thc spir i t  ancl
mcssage of Antichrist.  In fact, thc apostlc John clearly iden-
t i f i cs  thc i r  u l t imatc  des t i r - ra t io r r  vhcr r  hc  s ta tcs  tha t  "a l l  l i a rs
[pscurlc.sin],  shal l  l ' rave their part ir .r  t l ' re lake rvl ' r icl-r burnetl .r
r i ' i th f i rc ancl brimstone: u'hich is the scconcl cleath" (Re', ' .
2 1 : 8 ) .
Those Fr-rndarncr-rtal ists s'ho arc cal l ing othcr fcl lor i '  Fun-
damcntal ists "pseudo-Fundamental ists" are certainly not im-
plving that thcsc pseuclos urc hcrct ics u'hose ult imutc clcsri l ly-
i s  the  lake  o f  f i re ' .  Conscc luent lv ,  thc f  i l re  n ( ) t  u t i l i z ing  thc
te rm rv i th in  a  b ib l i ca l  f ranrc r i 'o rk .  F rom u  b ib l i c l l  perspcc t ivc ,
a  pscudo-Fundamenta l i s t  i s  someone s 'ho  dcn ics  the  esscnt ia l
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doctr ines of Christ ianity. He is not a Christ ian at al l .  So we
are compelled to search beyond the bibl ical intent of their
label. However, in our journey beyond the objective Word o{
God, we must remember we are entering the subjective views
of man, and this is dangerous terr i tory in which to claim ab-
so lu te  au thor i ty .
Pseudo: A Historical Perspective
Nearly al l  historians agree that the Fundamental ist move-
mcnt rcceived i ts name from the publication of a series of
volumes called The Fundamentals in 1909. These were written
to "set fort l-r  the fundamentals of the Christ ian faith." People
rvho subscribed to thcsc cssential Christ ian doctr ines were
knorvn as Fundamer-rtal ists. They were clearly dist inguished
from Modernists, who sought to accommodate thc Scriptures
i; : : i : :  
t ."",  cultural changes of the early twentieth-century
In resist ing the r ising inf luence of Liberal ism and Modern-
ism, these early Fundamental ists identi f ied f ive essential
doctr incs that rvere basic (fundamental) to the Christ ian
fa i th .  The 'y  a rgued tha t  any th ing  less  than thesc  fundamen-
ta ls  was no t  anothcr  fo rm o f  Chr is t ian i ty ,  bu t  was  no t  Chr is -
t ian at al l .  Thesc fundamcntals were the vcry doctr ines
L ibcra l i sm was ar rack ing :  rhc  insp i ra t ion  and in fa l l ib i l i t y  o f
S t  r ip lLn  q ;  thc  Je  i t r '  , , f  Chr is t  anJ  H is  V i rg in  B i r rh ;  the
subs t i tu t ionary  a tonemcnt  o f  Chr is t ;  H is  l i te ra l  Resur rec t ion
f rom thc  dcad;  and H is  l i t c ra l  Sccond Coming.
From a historical pcrspcctivc, Fundamental ism is a doc-
tr inal movcmcnt committccl to thc cssential doctr ines of the
Chr is t ian  fa i th .  I r r  th is  contex t ,  a  pscudo-Fundamenta l i s t  i s
thcn onc who .subtrrrcr.s /rom or udds to these fundamentals.
Liberal ministers who claim to bel ieve the Bible but deny i ts
in fa l l ih i l i t y  i r rc  in  csscncc  pseudo-Fundamenta l i s ts .  They
h, ' l i cv t  in  Jcsu :  l .u t  r r , r t  H is  Jc i ty  r rnJ  V i rg in  B i r th .  Th . ' v
bc l i cvc  Hc d icd  as  a  mora l  in f luencc  and a  v ic t im o f  H is  c i r -
cumstances ,  bu t  no t  as  a  subs t i tu te  fo r  man 's  s in .  They
bc l i cvc  in  a  sp i r i tua l  resur rcc t ion  o f  Chr is t ,  bu t  no t  a  l i te ra l
rcsur rec t ion .  On thc  onc  har rd ,  thcy  ta lk  p ious ly  o f  God and
tl-rc Bible, but or-r thc othcr l ' rand, t l -rey deny thc esscntial doc-
t r incs  . r f  Chr is t ian i ty .  Thcy  I - rave  rcduced Chr is t ian i ty  tc ' r
sccularism in rel igic'rus tcrmir-rology. They deny thc vcry foun-
dat iona l  t r l r ths  o f  Scr ip tu rc .  Thcr rs  i s  no t  a  gcnu ine  C l ' r r i s -
t ian i ty ;  i t  i s ,  ra ther ,  a  pseudo re l ig ion .
There qre those within the
Fundamentclist movement who wanl to
crdd f'heir own beliels and praetices to
lhe live fundamentals.
A pseudo-Fundamental ist is not or-r ly one rvho denies the
fundamentals, I-re is also one , ' r 'ho adds to the fundamentals.
Thc men '"vho contr ibutcd to The Fundamenrals had u' idely
d ivc rse  backgrounds.  They  u ,e rc  un i tcd  hy  the i r  common
commitment to the basics ("fundamentals") of the Christ ian
faith. L-r thcir dcfe nsc of the faith thcy refused to be divided
over denominational dist inct ives or personal biases. Since
JUNE I9B3
that early coal i t ion, the situation has dramatical ly changed.
There are those within the Fundamental ist movement who
want to add their own beliefs and practices to the five fun-
damentals. Their l ist conrinual ly expands unri l  i t  eventual ly
excludes everyone who disagrees with any posit ion they
represent. The issue is no longer a commitment to the f ive
fundamentals but rather al legiance to what they claim are rhe
7 fundamentals, the 10 fundamentals, the 20 fundamentals,
the 50 fundamentals, and so on.
Theirs is a distort ion of the historical meaning of Fun-
damental ism. lTebster defines pseudo as "not corresponding
to real i ty." The real i ty of history is that anyone who
subscribes in faith and practice to the fundamentals is a Fun-
damenta l i s t .  Anyonc r .vho  demands more  than th is  i s  deny ing
the historical roots of thc movement. They are the real
pseudo-Fundamcnr  a l  j s ts .
Conclusion
'!(/ho 
are the "real" pscudo-Fundamental istsJ From a
bibl ical perspectivc they are those who dcr"ry the basic doc-
t r ines  o f  Chr is t ian i ty  and who havc  "changed thc  t ru th  o f
God in to  a  l i c "  (Rorn .  1 :25) .  F rom a  h is to r ica l  pcrspe. r i vL . ,
thcy  arc  thosc  uh , r  have i rJdcJ  thc i r  l . c rson l l  p r . fc rcncrs  t , t
thc  fundamenta ls  and havc  dcmanc led  a l l cg ia r - rcc  to cvery  jo t
and t i t t le of thcir law. They do not rcprcse nt t l ' re historical
posit ion of Fur-rdamental ism and ir-r that scnsc arc pseudo-
Fundamenta l i s ts .
Most of the processed food we consumc is satr,rratcd l ' i th
preservatives and addit ives. lv ' [cc' l ical rcscarch indicatcs that
somc addit ives arc hazardoLrs to or-re's healt l-r  and can evcrr
cause canccr .  Wi th in  Fundamcnta l i sm are  thosc  t 'ho  \ \ ,an t  to
sa tura te  thc  movcmcnt  u , i th  thc i r  ow 'n  b rand o f  add i t i ves .
Tl-rcir insistt :ncc that evcryone clse accept thcir addit ivcs is
dangerous  to  thc  l - rea l th  o f  the  movcrnent  anc l ,  unrcs t ra incd ,
t r i l v  1 r1r r l s1L '  : r  r  nn( ( ' r  thc t  rv i l l  Jc . t r , rv  i rs  l i f t '  r r r rJ  v i t i r l i t y .
Pcrl-raps the t imc hns comc to pcrform major surgery' in ort lcr
to deal with the cancer
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This article is not a reflection of rebellion. Personally I am
a real prude. My own lifestyle would hardly offend anyone. I
am not chafing against restraints on my personal liberty
because I am a pastor. There is nothing I want to do that the
people I lead refuse to let me do.
My real goal is to encourage people to examine a system of
values, one that is harmful and one that does not work. I
want to teach real spir i tual i ty, not a superf icial rel igion. I t  is
important to teach people how to scripturally make moral
decisions and then show them there is divine power to l ive
the Christian life.
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furious dcbate continues over legalism, and we are
confusing a whole generation of young people
because of failure to deal with the issue courageously.
There are honest and well-meaning people on both sides. The
leaders in Fundamentalism need to participate in discussion
wi th  lovc ,  conccrn ,  and mutua l  respec t .
In  wr i r ing  about  th is  de l i carc  sub jec t ,  I  fear  be ing
misunderstood. l t  is not my desire to persuade young men to
wear their hair longer nor to encourage girls to wear slacks.
My goal is not to get young people into the movie houses or
to try clgarettes.
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The Definition of Legalism
Legalism is defined as the tendency
to reduce Christianity to a set of rules
rather than a personal relationship
with Christ. It is a system that gauges a
man's relationship to God in terms of
adherence to man-made rules. Legalism
is always judgmental and always
eliminates the need for moral decision-
making, since decisions have been
made for you by a spiritual hierarchy.
Compllcurce with tules
does not mqke you
spiritual.
The system generally leads to frustra-
tion and unhappiness. It also tends to
produce morally weak people, predict-
ably full of guilt.
Legalism is also subtle and per-
vasive. I hate the system and what it
does to believers. However, I seem
never to really be able to get rid of its
influence, I continue to evaluate people
on externals and ignore what is inside. I
keep judging others. That is wrong.
Standards alone are not lesalisnL
Legalism is making standards a gurrg. of
spirituality. Legalism says, "Keep the
rules and you will be spiritual." That is
Phariseeism.
God is a God of law. His laws are
absolute and unchanging. The physical
laws operative in the universe do not
change with time. Gravity, the speed of
light, and the law of falling bodies are
absolute. The moral laws of the
universe do not change either. It is
always wrong to lie, steal, covet, and
commit adultery.
Man has not been content simolv to
apply these standards. No, they-must
be amplified, interpreted, and often
twisted. Those noble absolutes are
reduced to such pettiness as a quarter
inch of hair over the ears, and we lose
so much when that happens. We
cheapen the Christian fait l-r.
Truman Dollar is pastor
of the Kansas Ciry Baprlst
Tanple, Karcas City,
Mlssor,n.
Note that I do not object to homes
or Christian schools having rules.
Rules that demand a certain amount of
conformity can help control behavior
for the common good, It is not wrong
to employ these tools. It is essential,
however, that young people under-
stand that compliance with rules does
not make you spiritual.
The History of Legalism
The scribes were the original
legalists. God's great moral law, along
with the ceremonial and dietary laws,
was not enough for them. Burdensome
as the law already was, they developed
another 365 rules, one for each day of
the year. These rules, as part of the oral
law, became even more important for
the scribes than God's command-
ments. lt is unfortunate and painful to
admit, but some modern Fundamen-
taiists have actually become the suc-
cessors of the scribes.
The development of legal systems
follows a fairly consistent four-step pat-
tern. It can be observed both in the Old
and New Testaments. Let me trace the
process carefully, using the observance
of the Sabbath to illustrate each of the
four steps.
First, God lays down a principle.
Exodus 20:8: "Remember the sabbath
day, to keep it holy."
Second, man reduces God's great
principle to a complicated set of rules.
Those rules always 1) become burden-
some to keep, and 2) remove individual
responsibility for making choices. It
was certainly true of Sabbath-keeping
in the Mishnah and the Jerusalem
Talmud. They had an answer for any
question about observing the Sabbath.
' l -L : - l  
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circumvent the rules. The Jews devised
incredible lega1 fictions to elude the
laws of the Sabbath. Since the Talmud
forbids walking more than 2,000 cubits
on the Sabbath except between one's
possessions, the Jews purposefully
dropped shoes or food on their pro-
posed route on Friday before Sabbath.
A plethora of other devices were
employed to circumvent the rules. Man
is very creative in designing ways ro ger
around ru les.
Fourth, man elevates rule-keeping
to a mark of spirituality. The principle
that God laid down originally is usually
overlooked or forsotten in this whole
process. The Jews completeiy forgot
that the Sabbath was to honor God,
and they condemned those who broke
the complicated man-made Sabbath
laws. The Sabbath lost its meaning, and
its divine purpose was frustrated.
The entire process can be observed
in the New Testament principle that
Cod establ ished regarding hai r  in
I Corinthians 11. To honor Christ's
authority in the home, God cstablished
a principle that men and women
should be distinguished by tl-re length
of their hair. You can trace the other
steps clearly by observing what some
modern Fundamentalists have done
with the issue. Make your own applica-
tion of this four-srep process.
The Motivation for Legalism
The chief motivation for legalism is
fear that if God's principles are not
replaced wi th r ig id ru les men wi l l  ig-
nore what God said and run wildly into
sin. The rules are an effort to force mer-r
to do right.
The whole system of legalism ex-
presses unbelief. Some Fundamentalists
act as though they do not belicve in the
power of the Holy Spirit to direct men
into r ight  l iv ing.  The real i ty  of  rhc
Christian l ife is ignored. The atrirude
It is unlortunqte cnd
painlul to cdmit, but
some modern
Fundqmentclists have
cduclly become the
successors of the scribes.
is, "\(/e must interpret God's principlcs
for them and then force them to obey
for their own good."
The Focus of Legalism
Often legalism focuses upon the in-
stitution, not the individual. Rules pro-
tect  the inst i tu t ion and i ts  image.
Legal ism is  nei ther  compassionatc '  nor
forgiving. It forces compliance and con-
formity.
There is a misunderstanding among
believers about rules. Some think that
if you make young people obey rules for
many years, you have improved them
morally. Not so. Often you have only
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taught them to conform. Many feel
that "Rules bui ld character." That old
axiom is not necessari ly true. Rules
without reason bui ld rebel l ion.
The Failure of Legalism
Legalism has fai led. Rules have not
made individuals more spir i tual.  There
is a great deal of frustration about the
system. Educators and pastors st i l l  ex-
pect a set of rules to elevate moral con-
duct. Let 's examine why legal ism fai ls.
First,  a system of rules does not pro-
vide decision-making experience. Every
day brings a new set of moral cir-
cumstances. God's principles do not
change; l i fe situations do. Legalists con-
t inual ly seek to design new rules to
meet every circumstance, saying, "\ i le
wil l  make decisions for you." But God
never intended others to make your
decisions for you beyond your for-
mative years. God wants each bel iever
to mature to the place where he can ex-
amine God's principles and apply them
to today's new and changing cir-
cumstances.
It  has been said that Fundamen-
tal ists who have l ived under a r igid set
of rules easi ly fal l  into sin. As a general
rule I  bel ieve that observation is ac-
curate. The problems occur when the
peer group or spiritual leader is not pres-
ent to ensure compliance with the
rules. The freedom to decide almost
produces panic. No spir i tual authority
f igure is there to make the decisions for
vou. so vou fal l  into sin.
While i t  is fr ightening, the growth
process must al low a chi ld to make
wrong choices as he moves toward
maturi ty. The exception to that princi-
ple involves decisions that may bring
bodily or moral harm to the chi ld. You
obviously do not let a chi ld make a
wrong dec is ion  about  d rugs  or
pregnancies. Too, the younger a chi ld
is, the more decisions you must make
for him. That must gradually lessen
and f inal ly end as a chi ld matures.
Children must learn how to make
decisions. It is painful. I want to rescue
my children each time I see them about
to make bad choices. I know best. I do
not want them to make bad choices.
But, I know I will not always be there.
\Uhat if, when all the wrong choices are
made, I am a thousand miles away? I
would rather be present when some
wrons choices are made so I can en-
courage and reteach. I want to lift up.
Most rules focus on the external.
That very focus often encourages
believers to neglect the inner man.
Unless the Christian faith and lifestyle
are internalized the believer never
grows.
The moral law of the Old Testa-
ment is still in force. Jesus insisted that
it still applies. But He refused to let men
believe they pleased God because they
kept the letter of the law. Jesus insisted
that even the Ten Commandments
were a matter of the heart. He said, "Ye
have heard that it was said by them of
old time, Thou shalt not commit
adultery: But I say unto you, That
whosoever looketh on a woman to lust
after her hath committed adultery with
her already in his heart" (Matt.
5:27,78\.
While I knew very little about the
Bible and almost nothing about the
Christian l ife, I kept a rigid set of rules
The whole system ol
tegclism e*presses
unbeliel.
during my teen years. I did so without
complaint, knowing the rules had
nothing to do with my salvation, but
unconsciously measuring my spirituali-
ty in terms of my compliance with
tnem.
I felt very holy and safe with the
rules. They were so deeply ingrained in
me that I still feel judgmental toward
those who break them. I find it ex-
tremely difficult even to watch a Chris-
tian film or travelogue if it is shown in a
movie house. My background in
legalism is so deep and pervasive that I
still have a profoundly difficult time ac-
cepting my freedom in Christ.
I did not smoke, drink, curse,
dance, go to movies, miss church, or
wear shor ts .  When I  heard a
characterization of the worldly or the
ungodly as a child, it was almost always
in terms of these habits. I rarely heard
covetousness, lying, hatred, strife, or
envying condemned from the pulpit. I
did not even know what lasciviousness
was. It now seems strange that while I
did not understand God's law I ma-
jored upon man's law. I wonder why no
one ever mentioned valium or librium,
overeating, or too much coffee. The
rules were not consistently applied. It
seems that there are two sets of rules,
one for the kids and one for the adults.
I also never heard any discussion of
inward qualities that needed to develop
in my life. Love, joy, peace, long-
suffering, and gentleness were all
foreign to my theological education.
As I have pointed out, the rules of
legalism are easily circumvented. Comb
your hair back above your ears or wear
culottes-or whatever. Principles can-
not be so easily overlooked or twisted,
We must teach people God's principles
and how to make decisions based on
Scripture and a personal relationship
with God and His Holy Spirit. We
must lead believers into a victorious
Christian l ife. Rules wil l not ac-
complish that.
The Victims of Legalism
Although there is a sense in which
all believers are victimized by legalism,
some special groups seem particularly
vulnerable.
Preachers' kids (PK's) suffer from
legalism. Churches expect PK's to act
right, but what is right? Frequently that
means that they are to keep a set of
rules that will not offend the weakest
brother in the church.
The truth is, the rules are often kept
by PK's in order not to embarrass the
pastor-father. Frequently the children
have no personal convictions about the
rules. Their motives are wrong in keep-
ing them. In effect the child is told,
"Yours is not to reason why, yours is
but to do or die." That approach
wrongs the child and denies the Chris-
tian faith.
The children of pastors and full-
time Christian workers often becomt:
rebellious. As soon as they leave home
they reject the system because the
Christian faith has never been inter-
nalized.
The truth is, preachers' kids should
live right because they are saved and
directed by the Holy Spirit. They, too,
must be allowed to make errors. They
must be encouraged to live by godly
principles and allowed to make per-
sonal choices.
The Christian school movement
has also been victimized by legalism.
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The problem must be correctcd soon,
before i t  br ings morc frustrat ion and
disi l lusionment.
I t  is gcneral ly bel ievcd that high
moral bchavior as wcl l  as Christ ian
ph i losop l ry  must  l .e  the  l . rodut t  , , f  r
Christ iar.r school education. In fact,
some would say that t l ' rc survival of thc
Christ ian school movemcnt depcnds
God wcnts each believer
io mcture to the ploce
where he cqn excmine
God's principles and
apply them to todcry's
new and chcnging
circumstcnces.
upon cvidcnce t l .rat thc school has af-
fccted t l ' rc chi ld rnoral ly. Non,, this
mora l  resu l t  i s  so  impor tan t  to  schoo ls ,
thcir imagcs, and their f inar-rcing t l-rat
mrn l '  s ,  h , to ls  hc l i cve  they  c l r r r t t , r t  l t ' r v t '
a  ch i ld 's  behav io r  t ( )  chancc .  I f
ncccssary ,  thcy  must  f r r rcc  thc i r
s f  u r i l ' r r rs  to  t ( ' t  r i .h t  l r ( , r  i l u5( '  l - l J
bchaviol ref lects on thc rvholc systcr-r-r
o f  C l ' r r i s t ian  educat ion .  I t  i s  too  r i sky  to
lct studer-rts excrcise thcir Christ ian
rcspor-rsibi l i ty to obey God. Thcy might
rlo u,ror-rg.
]n  mnr rv  r ' l s t ' s .  [ . i r , ' l t r t s , .s  s ,  l r t , r l l  a . l -
mir-r istrators to rcs()rt  to str ir-rgcnt rules.
There :rrc rulcs about cvcrythir-rg: clrcss,
h l i r  l c r r g t l r ,  l r r r r g r r r g , ' ,  t r r l k i r r g  r r r  r h e
ha l l  o r  lunch r t>orn ,  cars ,  ad  in f i r - r i t r , rm,
aJ  nauscam.  A Chr is t ia r r  ins t i tu t ion  is
both within i ts r ights and wise to havc
scriptural and rcasonal ' , lc rules for con-
cluct and appearance . Rules u, i thout
reason do not m()tivatc students to right
bel-r:rvior, and thcy do nt,t  teach t l-rcm
hos' tr-r make r ight moral clccisior-rs. I t  is
t rag i , '  rha t  ml rny  s ruJcnts ,  r ih , r  h rv , '
not been taught hou' to make moral
decisions for themselves, reject the rules
as soon as they are out from undcr the
tl ' rrcat of expulsion or bad grades.
C l ru r ,  hes  are  a lso  v ic t im izcd  by
legal isrn. Kids are told, "Do not give
t l r e  . h u r ,  h  a  h a J  n a m c . "  a r r d  c e r t a i n l y ,
al l  bel ievers must be concerned abour
t h , .  r e r . r r r r r i o n  , r f  t h , '  l o c a l  ,  h u r c h .
Horvever, l i t t lc or nothing is said about
obeying Scripture becausc i t  is r ight
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and plcasing to God. The goal too
often is to protect tl-re cl-rurch ar-rd its
rcputation rathcr than to glori fy Cod.
Tl-rcrc is a basic f larv in t l .re logic. I t  is
presumed that undcr a system of lau' i t
does not real ly rnattcr wl-ry you do
right. Well ,  i t  does marrcr. Right
behavior becausc of fear of t l ' re system
r.vi l l  end wl 'ren thc system has no more
control.  Right bchavior as a rcsr-r l t  of
vo lu  n  t  a r  y  dcc  is io  ns  bascd ( )  n  a
knowlcdge of Scripturc and a rcspor-rsc
to  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  u , i l l  co l t t inuc .  Th is
type of behavior bui lds thc chi lcl  in thc
image of Christ.
The Attract ion of Legalism
lf legal ism is so disastrous r() pcr-
sonal Christ ianity, .uvl ' ry does i t  have
such a  ho ld  on  somc churches  and
Christ ian schools? Tl 'rcre arc some
log ica l  and fa i r l y  obv ious  rcAs( )ns .
Rulc-kecping is casi ly mcasr,rrccl.  I t is
rnistakcr-r ly bel ievcd that a chi lcl 's faith
can bc  c luant i f ied .  Look  a t  h is  ha i r ,  h is
dress, ancl so fort l ' r- that u, i l l  alrvays tcl l
you r ' , 'hut is going on insidc. Thc prob-
lcm is t l-rat such an ryrproach oftcrr
lcads to great surpl isc on the part of
P i l re r ) ts .  The , 'h i l , l  m i ry  l , r , rk  g r ( ' i r t  ( )n
t l r c  o u t s i J c ,  h r . r t  l . c  u r r g , r J l r ' ( ) l r  t h e  i n -
side. I t  is his hcart t l -rat real ly c()unts.
W c  n r l r s t  m a j o r  , r r r  t h c  i r r r r c r  m a r r .
Lcga l is rn  e l im ina tcs  agon iz ing  dec i -
sions. To practice your faith, y()u rrrust
lcarr-r God's principlcs and apply t l ' rern
c l l i l y  to  l i fe 's  chang ing  c l rcumstanccs .
This is ofter-r pair-rful ancl stretchcs your
[ r i th ,  bu t  i t  i s  the  on ly  Chr is t ian i ty
u' i th sr-rbstancc. Ask Daniel l .rou, hc
r.nadc i t  i r .r  Babylon. He u. ' i l l  tcl l  you
hou, hc appl icd l-r is faith. His faith ' ,vas
intcrnal, ar-rd rvl ' rcn the test came, l-re
vo lun tar i l y  madc dec is ions  about  h is
l i f cs ty lc .  H t '  rc . t t J  in  thc  s t rcngrh  , r f  h is
pcrsonrl cor-rvict ions.
Christ ian lcaclers often confuse con-
formit l '  rvi th spir i tual i ty. Confcrrmity is
a social pressure and may rvcl l  have
r ) o t h i n g  t o  l 1 r  1 1  i 1 [  C l r r i s r i a n i t y .  T h r
Moonics gct t l -reir peoplc to cc'rnform,
h u t  r h c y  a r e  n ( ) t  C h r i s r i r r r .
Legn l ism,  i t  ' l rou lJ  l ' r c  no teJ ,  rs  r l r t '
easy \\ 'ay out for insecure CI'rr ist iar-r
leaders. I t  makcs thcm feel safe, but i t  is
harmful to bel icvers.
I havc not found rnuch evidencc
that young people u'ho are reared
under a str ict svstem of rules turn out
any bctte r as adults than thosc u'hcr
wcrc not. There are not signif icantl l ,
feu  c r  1 , ; , 'g111 l rc ies ,  r  r ,  r  l t ' r s  e r l , r ' r i  rnc r r t , r -
t ion rvith scx, alcoltol,  or cigarettcs.
Tfrc system hls rrot u' t>rkecl vcrv s'cl l .  I t
rvoulcl bc hclpful i f  r i 'c coulcl aclmit that.
I t  sccms clcar that the esscntial cl i f-
fcrcncc betrvccr-r lcgalisn'r ancl frccdonr
in  Chr is t  i s  th l  bc l i cvcr ' s  respons ib i l i t v
fcrr cl-roice. This docs n()t mean frccdont
to inclulgc the f leslr,  rgn()rc y()Lrr
brothcr, or igrrore t l ' rc lar i ' .  Cl 'rr ist ian
l iberty is thc freedor-n to choose to ckr
r ight u' i t l -rout :r  systcm of rulcs or an
evcr-prcsent aLlth()r i ty fcrrcing y()Ll t()
ck r  r igh t .  C l la t ians  5 : l  j  s ta tes ,  "For ,
brcthrcn, yc l ' ravc bccn cal lccl r-rnto
l ibc r ty ;  on ly  usc  no t  l ibc r tv  f r r r  l r r  occa-
sion fo the f lcsh, but by krvc scrve onc
an( ) thcr .  "
I  am conccrnctl  t l -rrt  sornc bcl ievcrs,
cvcn  s ( )mc Fur rc lamcnta l i s ts ,  havc  lc t  l r
bas ic  bc l i c f  in  to ta l  mora l  c lcpr i rv i t y
kccp thcm frorn unclcrstan.l ing t l-rc
moral victory rvc havc in CI 'rr ist.  Sorr-re ,
l ikc thc scribcs, bcl ic '"c \ \ 'c nrust hcLlgc
C h r i s t i a n s  i n  n ' i t h  l a v c r s  o f  r u l c s , r r
thcy  r i ' i l l  chasc  u ' i l t l l y  a f tc r  s in .  Wc
must rcc()gnizc thlt  t l ' r is systcrr-r of
lcgal ism clcnics thc porvcr irncl victory
o f  thc  ( lh r i s t ian  fa i th .  Wc havc  to ta l l y
ignorcc l  thc  p rac t ica l  i l spcc ts  o {  bo th
R o n u n s  a n c i  ( l a l a t i a n s  ( G a l .  2 : 4 ,  i : l ) .
The Response to Legalism
What  sha l l  ( )u r  resp( )nsc  bc  t< r
lega l i smi  I f  indccd ru lcs  a rc  n ( ) t  l l  sLr rc -
f i rc  shor tcu t  to  sp i r i t r - ra l i t y ,  i i ru lcs  ie -
n( ) rc  the  inncr  n tan ,  u  l l r t  ca t r  s ' c  do l  I f
young pcoplc arc oftcn clr i 'u 'cn t()
rcbcl l ior.r ancl clcprivccl of rcsponsibi l  i t  y
to  make r igh t  t 'ho iccs  hy  lengt l rv  l i s ts  , , f
urrreasonablc rr-r lcs, l hat c()r)strLrct ivc
approach shou lc l  u ,c  t r rkc?
First,  u'c nccd to tcacl-r thlt  Cocl
makcs  i t  c lcar  tha t  s ( )mc th i r )gs  a rc
wr()ng, absolr-rtcly \ \ ' r()ng: aclultcry, f<,r-
n ica t ion ,  unc leanr rcss ,  lasc iv iousncss ,
id . r l r r t ry .  iu t r l  :o  f , ' r ' t l r  (C : r l .  i :  I ( ) - :  l ) .
Wc rnus t  exp la in  an t l  condcrnn thcsc
n i t l - rou t  hcs i tancy .
Second, thcrc arc some things abor-rt
rvhich we l-ravc questions. Let r-rs adnrit
that. We can have cl i f fcrenccs of opin-
ion. Nou \\ ,c must rcmcmbe r that
l i censc  is  no t  an  a l tc rna t ive  to  l cga l i sn- r .
In rcaction to legal ism, \ \ 'c nrLlst lr()t
f launt our frccdom. \X/c must voluntlr i-
l y  rcs t r i c t  our  l iber t i cs  ou t  o f  love  fo r
continrrctl ctn puga 11
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Busy_le Be 
_q tr.allet-SHAPING OUR CHILDREN'S LIVES
b1 PhiI Stouer
would never deliberately hurt my
family. Yet, since reading Proverbs
7729, I  just  can ' t  get  i t  out  of  my
mind. "He that troubleth his own
house shall inherit the wind..." The
wind. What an empty inheritance. Is
that what I 'm sowing? I'm a busy
pastor. My church is booming. I teach
in a Bible College. I'm a trusted and
respected counselor. How could I be in-
heriting the wind? Surely, not me! Yet,
a s l r e m e m b e r . . .
That night I was really pressured. I
had so many things to do and so little
time to do them. Lately, I hadn't been
home much. I was working at the
house to ease a bit of my guilt.
My wife and five-year-old son ex-
citedly burst into the house from walk-
ing Amos, our sheep dog. "Daddy,
you'll be so excitedl Come outside!
Come hear the crickets." It was the
beginning of spring. The crickets that
populate our acreage and pond were
making their presence known for the
first time this year.
Well, at that moment I was strug
gling with Hebrews 6:4-6 in preparing
for my Sunday evening message. '!7e're
studying through Hebrews Sunday
evenings. I Iove Hebrews. I love study-
ing. I love sermon preparation. But,
Hebrews 6:4-6? Vhat a challenge! I was
coming to realize that my 19 commen-
taries gave 21 possible interpretationsl
Crickets were the farthest thing from
my mind. Crickets never appear even
once in Hebrews! I mumbled something
about "that's nice," and plowed on.
"Come outside, Daddy," the voice
insisted. My wife gave me one of those
looks, as only wives can, the meaning
of which was inescapablel I got up. I
stuck my head out the door and
promptly announced that I couldn't
hear anything. My head was filled with
"if they fall away." Can "they fall
away"? Hypothetical? Impossible? Possi-
ble? Anyway, I didn't hear the crickets.
My son's countenance fell. Forlorn.
ly he looked up at his mother's face.
"\fl[y 6xn't Daddv hear the crickets?"
Phil Stover is Director of
Courueling at N ortheastem
Bible College, &sex Fells,
Neru Jersel, and is pastor of
F ardale Trinitl Clurch,
Mahu,ah, Neru Jersqr.
The question shot through me. My
mind left Hebrews. Indeed, why
couldn't I hear the crickets? It seemed
that lately I never heard the crickets.
Convicted, I smiled, took my wife in
one hand, son in the other, and
stepped outside. The wind was wonder-
ful. Fresh and clean. I looked up. The
stars were bril l iant. The evening was
gorgeous. Suddenly, I became aware of
a symphony of sound. The air was
literally filled with the staccato of chirp-
ing crickets. Had they just started? I
don't think so. I had just started listen-
ing! It was a tremendous sound,
heralding the arrival of spring! It was a
wonderful moment. My wife beamed.
My son grinned with satisfaction. I
squeezed both hands. How fortunate I
wasl I had almost missed that Drecious
moment,
announce to me hatred of God or of
the church. My wife may grow
tired-weary of the ministry. I probably
would respond in shock. In a while I
would recover. I'd surely find someone
to blame: The public school! Secular
humanism! The youth director at
church! The worldl Satanl I probably
would not allow the reality of the
answer to penetrate my defenses. But I
would be inheriting the wind. I had
periodically made deposits in that ac-
count, when I did not realize it. Or, if I
did, I may have done a masterful job of
denying it.
Scripture places tremendous impor-
tance on what I call "preventive
discipline." Interestingly enough, in
raising children, God's \Vord often puts
the emphasis on the behavior of the
parents. \7e tend to focus on the
As pcrenls, we ctre clwcrys
tecdring our children. Good
e*cmple or bad excmPl€, we clte
nevertheless their e*cmple.
"Will you play with me, Daddy?
Please play with me." I don't know how
many times I've heard that request. In-
numerable times. Most of the time, my
response was the same. "Not now, Son.
Daddy loves you, but I must: a. visit
someone, b. teach at the college,
c. study for my preaching, d. counsel
someone." It almost became a standard
multiple-choice answer.
He never complained. He rarely
murmured. "That's okay, Daddy," he
would reply, and bravely smile. My wife
would usually jump in and volunteer to
kick the ball with him. She would srnile
supportively. I would feel guilty,
swallow the guilt, and faithfully carry
on my ministry. Knowing it or not, I
was beginning to invest in my in-
heritance.
Someday my son may rebel. He may
children. Scripture focuses on Mom
and Dad, especially Dad. This em-
phasis on proper role modeling and
parental behavior is what I've chosen
to call "preventive discipline." The
father who emphasizes corrective
discipline to the exclusion or minimiza.
tion of preventive discipline may end
up inheriting the wind. Oftentimes
problems could be minimized or
prevented altogether if Dad realized
and accepted his responsibility to con-
sistently model a godly life for his
family.
Deuteronomy 6$,7 demonstrates
the importance of teaching our
children by our example.
And these words. which I command
thee this day, shall be in thine heart:
and thou shalt teach them diligently
unto thy children, and shalt talk of
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them when thou sittest in thine
house, and when thou walkest by
the way, and when thou liest down,
and when thou risest up.
Tlre idec oI "quclity time"
being importcni crs
opposed to "qucntity
lime" is c myth.
Prevent ive d isc ip l ine involves
teaching. This teaching function is to
be offered as a lifestyle. lt is not limited
to specific places or situations. It is to
be done "diligently." lt is to be done at
every opportunity: when sitting in our
house, when walking down the path,
when lying down, and even when we
get up in the morning! Ouch!
As parents, we must understand
that we are always teaching our
children. They are constantly looking
at us and listening to us. We teach
them by our values and by our
priorities. We teach them by our ac-
tions, our words, and our influence.
'We 
teach them by our involvement
with them and with the things of the
Lord. Good example or bad example,
we are nevertheless their example. If I
have belabored this point, it is because
of its importance. It is also because I am
often amazed at the number of parents
who fail to realize the impact their
behavior has on their children. One of
my professors in graduate school, Dr.
Roland Fleck, impressed on us that he
was convinced that to a large degree a
child's concept of God is a reflection of
the child's concept of his or her father.
In other words, we will initially tend to
see God as we see our father. lf that is
true, what an awesome responsibility
fathers have as the representative of
God to their children.
Preventive discipline also involves
encouraging. Colossians 3:21 states:
"Fathers, provoke not your children to
anger, lest they be discouraged." This
passage teaches us that it is indeed
possible for a father to provoke his
child to anger. It also states that
discouragement is a potential fruit of
anger. It is my belief that rebellion in a
child is often the result of the blendine
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together of anger and discouragement.
While this does not excuse or condone
the child's behavior, it demonstrates
how the parents'behavior affects the
child.
How does a father "provoke" his
child? I believe there are three basic
waYs:
First, parents at times discipline
their children out of anger, frustration,
or personal affront. Their discipline
becomes more reaction than action. ad-
ministered angrily or harshly. Such
discipline is not instructive in a positive
sense, Remember, however, it is in-
structive! Our children leam by all that
we do. Remember, we are constantly
teachingl Remember, children are con-
stantly Iearning!
Secondly, we as fathers discourage
our children when we do not differen-
tiate between the child and his
behavior. It is the sinful behavior that
must be discouraged, not the child.
"You are really clumsy" carries more
poison with it than "that was a clumsy
thing to do." Parental exaggeration also
hurts the child. "You never do
anything right," is probably untrue and
is certainly a reactive statement, "I've
told you a million times" may 6eem true
to a beleaguered parent, but probably is
not.
Thirdly, a father discourages a child
when he does not regularly give
positive encouragement. Proverbs 16:24
states: "Pleasant words are as an
honeycomb, sweet to the soul, and
Children need ihe
security ol knowing thct
the relcrlionstrip between
parents is the mosl
importcni ecrthly
relqtiorship.
health to the bones." Unfortunately,
some fathers seem uncomfortable with
this positive side of preventive
discipline. It is not easy for some to be
soft, tender, and encouraging with
children. It is, however, very important
to develop that skill.
A father must encourage his child
by spending time with him. I believe
the idea of "quality time" being impor-
tant as opposed to "quantity time" is a
myth. I would like to believe it,
however. It would certainly ease my
guilt! It takes quantity time to know
your child. It takes quantity time to
help him develop his interests and
skills. lt takes quantity time to train
him up " in  the way he should go. . . "
(Prov. 22:6).Involvement by Dad in his
child's life is an essential ingredient in
preventive discipline. For that, there
simply is no substitute.
Preventive discipline also includes
an awareness ofboundaries on the part
of the child. Parents must set limits on
the behavior of their children. These
limits must allow for some flexibility.
They must also be consistently and lov-
ingly enforced when broken. Con-
sistency and a loving attitude are man-
datory ingredients for corrective
discipline to be effective. A child must
know beforehand that crossing a cer-
tain boundary will bring discipline that
is  both cer ta in and consistent .
Discipline is not a game where parents
can make up the rules as they go.
Finally, I believe thatpn essential in-
gredient in preventive discipline is for
the child to know that the relationship
between Mom and Dad is very special.
Children need the security of knowing
that the relationship between parents is
the most important earthly relation-
ship. Parents who are openly in love
and supportive of each other have a
powerful, positive impact on their
children. Parents who are open with
their love for and commitment to each
other and the Lord are dynamic ex-
amples for their children. ln this area, a
father's values and priorities speak
much louder than his words. It is
fruitless for a father to say the right
words without backing them up with
commitment and actiorr.
I am still fairly young. My son is still
a little boy. My wife is supportive and
enthusiastic about our ministry. I have
made many mistakes. Many times I
have not been a good husband. Many
times I have not been a good daddy. I
can change. I am changing. With a lot
of courage and the Lord's help, I won't
trouble my house. I won't inherit the
wind.
How about you, Dad? How about
you, husband? Can you hear the
cricketsl D
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s I have journeyed across the
United States, from the
metropolitan centers to the
farms of lowa, I have found extremely
busy people running faster and faster
down the road to exhaustion, \ i le have
become a nation of huffers and puffers,
racing through the day and moonlight-
ing into the night. Evc.n our recrearlon
is marked by this breakneck pace.
How frequently does your head
whirl and spin with the obligations of
an impossible "to do" l ist? "l simply
must get the bil ls paid this morning and
the grocery shopping can' t  wai t
another day. And my childrenl I 've
had so l itt le t ime to be with them lately
that we hardly seem like a family
anymore. Maybe I can read them a
story tonight, And I musrn't neglect
my own hody; exercise is imporrant
and I've got to find time for that. My
annual physical is overdue, too. And I
ought to be reading more. If I could ger
into bed an hour earlier each nisht I
could do plenty of reading. AnJ we
real ly  should be tak ing more r ime ro
maintain our spiritual l ives. That's one
area we cannot afford to neelect. And
Illlhen lhere cre more
commitmenls thqn we
can posslbly hcndle, selt.
esteem Ls dcrncged by
each lqilure.
what about our social obl igations? Ve
can't expect to have friends if we never
get together. And there are so many
things that need fixing and repairing
on the  house.  And I . . .excuse me,  the
phone is r inging."
Every obl igation which we shirk is a
source of gui l t .  When there are more
commitments rhan we can possibly
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handle, then self-esteem is further
damaged by each failure. "l 'm really a
lousy parent; I 'm too exhausted to be a
good wife; I 'm disorganized and con-
fused; I 'm out of rouch with the world
around me and I don't have anv real
friends; even God is displeased with
me." Truly, overextended lives con-
tribute to emotional pathology in
numerous ways.
Vince Lombardi, the late, grear
football coach for the Green Bav
Phystccl depleilon
renders us less able to
cope wlth the notslness ot
chlldren, the dlshwqsher
thqt wont work, cnrd the
thouscnds ol other mlnot
irrltations ol everydqy
livtng.
Packers, once gave an inspired speech
to his team at the beginning of the fall
season, His comments were recorded
that day, and have considerable ap-
plicabil ity to our theme at this point.
Coach Lombardi was discussine the im-
pact of exhausrion on human iou.rg",
and he made this brief statement:
"Fatigue makes cowards of us all!" How
right he was. Physical depletion renders
us less able to cope with the noisiness of
children, the dishwasher thar won't
work, and the thousands of other
minor irritations of everyday living. It
is also said, when you are tired Jou are al
tacked by ideas yu tLtought yu had con-
quered long ago. Perhaps this explains
why men and women who are grossly
overworked become cowards-whin-
ing, griping, and biting those whom
they love the most.
If fatigue and time pressure produce
such a strain, then whv do we permit
ourselves to become so busy? Well ,  for
one thing, everyone apparently thinks
his hectic pace is a remporary problem,
I have heard al l  the reasons why
"things are kind of tough r ight now."
Here are the four most common for the
young family:
1. Jerry just started this new
business, you know, so i t ' l l  take
a few years to gcr i t  going.
2. Well ,  Pete is in school for two
more years, so I 've been trying
to work to help out with the
finances.
J. We have a new baby in our
house and you know what that
means.
4. We just bought a new house,
which we're f ixing up ourselves.
To hear them tel l  i t ,  there is a slower
day coming, as soon as the present
obl igations are met, But you know it  is
a n  i l l u s i o n .  T h e i r  " t e m p o r a r y "
pressures are usually sandwiched back
t o  b a c k  w i t h  o t h e r  t e m p o r a r y
pressures, gradually developing into a
Iong-term style of l iv ing. My secrerary
taped a little note to her typewriter
which read, "As soon as the rush is
over, I 'm going to have a nervous
breakdown. I 've earned i t ,  I  deserve i t ,
and nobody is going to keep me from
having i t ."  Time proves, however, that
the rush is never over.
No one "runs" much faster than the
mother of mult iple preschool chi ldren,
Not only is she rushed from morning to
night, but she experiences an unusual
kind of emotional stress as well .
Youngsters between two and five years
of age have an uncanny abi l i ty to
unravel an adult nervous sysrem.
Maybe i t  is l istening to rhe constanr
diarrhea of words that wears Mom
down to utter exhaustion.
Mothers of children under three
years of age are particularly in need of
loving support from their husbands. It
has certainly been true in our home.
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How well I remember the day my wife
put Ryan, then four months old, on
the dressing table to change his diapers.
As soon as she removed the wet
garments, he made l ike a fountain and
init iated the wall  and a picrure of Lit t le
Boy Blue. Shir ley had no sooner
r e p a i r e d  t h e  d a m a g e  t h a n  t h e
telephone rang; while she was gone,
Ryan was struck by a sudden attack of
project i le diarrhea, and he machine-
gunned this crib and the rest of the
nursery. By the t ime my patient wife 
_
had bathed her son and scoured the
room, she was near exhaustion. She
dressed Ryan in clean, sweet-smell ing
clothes and put him over her shoulder
affect ionately. At that momenr he
deposited his breakfast down her neck
and into her undergarmenrs. She told
me that evening that she was going to
re-read her motherhood contract to see
if days l ike that were writren in the f ine
print.  Needless to say, the family went
out to dinner that night.
Let's look at the problem of fatigue
and t ime pressure exclusively from the
perspective of chi ldren. How do they
cope with the constant rush and scurry
within the family? First,  chi ldren are
often aware of the tension, even when
we adults have learned to ignore or
deny i t .  A father recenrly told me he
was putt ing on his toddler 's shoes, and
he didn't  even real ize he was rushing to
complete the job quickly. His three-
year-old quiet ly looked up at him and
said, "Are we in a hurry again,
Daddy?" Zap! The arrow struck in his
heart.  "Yes, son, I  guess we're always in
a hurry," he said with a sigh of regret.
The viewpoint of chi ldren was
beauti ful ly represenred by a l i t t le nine-
year-old gir l ,  who composed her idea of
what a grandmother is supposed to be.
This piece was submitted by a nurse,
Juanita Nelson, and appeared in the
employee newspaper at Children's
Hospital of Los Angeles. I  think you
wil l  appreciate the incredible insight of
this third grade gir l .
What's A Grandmother?
by a third grader
A grandmother is a lady who has
no chi ldren of her own. She l ikes
other people's l i t t le gir ls and boys.
A grandfather is a man grand-
mother. He goes for walks with the
boys, and they talk about fishing
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and stuff l ike that.
Grandmothers don't have to do
anything except to be there.
They're old so they shouldn't play
hard or run. It is enough if they
drive us to the market where the
pretend horse is, and have a lot of
dimes ready. Or if they take us for
walks, they should slow down past
things like pretty leaves and cater-
pil lars. They should never say
"hurry-up."
Usually grandmothers are fat, but
not too fat to tie your shoes, They
wear glasses and funny underwear.
Thev c;rn rake rheir reeth and
gums off.
Grandmothers don't have to be
smart, only answer questions l ike,
"Why isn't God married?" and
"How come dogs chase catsl"
Grandmothers don't talk baby talk
like visitors do, because it is hard
to understand. Vhen they read to
us they don't skip or mind if i t is
the same story over again.
Everybody should try to have a
grandmother, especially 'rf you
don't have television, because they
are the only grown-ups who have
t ime.
It is interesting that our little
authoress made two references to time
pressure. How badly children need
adults who can go for casual walks and
talk about fishing and stuff like
"Routine pcErlc" is
becoming qn Amerlcqn
wcry ol llle.
that. .  .  and slow down to look at pretty
leaves and caterpi l lars. .  .  and answer
questions about God and the nature of
the world as it is.
"Routine panic" is becoming an
American way of life. There was a time
when a man didn't fret if he missed a
stage coach; he'd just catch it next
month. Now if  a fel low misses a section
of a revolving door he's thrown into
despair! But guess who is the inevitable
loser from this breathless life-style? It's
the l itt le guy who is leaning against he
wall with his hands in the pockers of
his blue jeans. He misses his father dur-
ing the long day and tags around after
him at night, saying, "Play ball, Dad!"
But Dad is pooped. Besides, he has a
briefcase full of work to be done. Mom
had promised to take him to the park
this afternoon but then she had to go
to that Women's Auxil iary meeting at
the last minute. The lad gets the
message-his folks are busy again. So
he drifts into the family room and
watches two hours of pointless car-
toons and re-runs on television.
Children just don't f i t into a "to do"
list very well. It takes time to introduce
them to good books-it takes time to
Whcrt ls your rush,
cEln rqy? Dont you ltnow
your chlldren wlll be
gone so qutcldy cmd you
wlll hcve nothlng but
blurred memorles ol
those years when lhey
needed you?
l isten. once more. to the skinned-knee
episode and talk about the bird with
the broken wing. These are the
building blocks of esteem, held together
with the mortar of love. But they
se ldom ma te r i a l i ze  am ids t  busy
timetables. Instead, crowded lives pro-
duce fatigue-and fatigue produces ir-
ritabil i ty-and irritabil i ty produces in-
difference-and indifference can be in.
terpreted by the child as a lack of gen-
uine affection and personal esteem.
As the commercial says, "Slow
down, Americal" What is your rush,
anyway? Don't you know your children
will be gone so quickly and you will
have nothing but blurred memories of
those years when they needed you? I'm
not suggesting that we invest our entire
adult l ives into the next generation,
nor must everyone become parents.
But once those children are here, they
had better fit into our schedule
somewhere. This is, however, a lonely
message at the present t ime in our
society. Others are telling Mom to go
to work-have a career-do her own
thing-turn her babies over to
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employees of the state working in child-
care centers.  Let  someone e lse
discipline, teach, and guide her toddler.
\Uhile she's at it, though, she'd better
hope that her "someone else" gets
across the message of esteem and worth
to that pudgy l itt le butterball who
waves "good-bye" to his mommy each
morning.
Husbands and wives should con-
stantly guard against the scourge of
overcommitment. Even worthwhile
and entroyable activities become damag-
ing when they consume the last ounce
of energy or the remaining free
moments in the day. Though it is rarely
possible for a busy family, everyone
needs to waste some time every now
and then-to walk along kicking rocks
and thinking pleasant thoughts. Men
need time to putter in the garage and
women need to pluck their eyebrows
and do the girlish things again. But as I
have described, the whole world seems
to conspire against such reconstructive
activities. Even our vacations are hec-
tic: "We have to reach St. Louis by sun-
down or we'll lose our reservations."
I can provide a simple prescription
for a happier, healthier l i fe, but it must
be implemented by the individual fami-
ly. You must resolve to slow your pace;
you must learn to say "no" gracefully;
you must resist he temptation to chase
after more pleasures, more hobbies,
more social entanglements; you must
"hold the l ine" with the tenacity of a
tackle for a professional football team,
blocking out the intruders and defend-
ing the home team. In essence, three
questions should be asked about every
new activity which presents itselfi Is it
worthy of our time? \ilhat will be
eliminated if it is added? Vhat will be
its impact on our family life? My suspi-
cion is that most of the items in our
busy day would score rather poorly on
this three-item tesr.
Youtl have to excuse me now; I 'm
late for an appointment. . . !
Reprinted from the book, What Wives
\Yish Their Husbands Knew about
Women, by James Dobson, Tyndale
House Publishers, Inc. @ 1977, used by
oermission.
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And Mnntook controlof genests,,,
red$igntng eTrery lrt S tlrng qnd
creattnl niw onis to hii outnlilanl,
"And Twq#sit good? 
v
will radically trarsform
our conception of life
at0ltr
will sweep Darwinism aside and be used to
legitimize the coming biological rerolution
atfiltr
will unerly change the world
our children inherit
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New word. New world.
ALGENY
The process: The genetic engi-
neerihq and produ"ction of new
forms 6f l i fe,'designed and pro-
grammed by computer.
ALGENY
The concept :  A star t l ing new
explanation of life and it"s evo-
lution on earth. Marks the death
of Darwinism. Effects a violent
break with our entire ethical past.
ALGENY
The  book :  The  f i r s t  se r i ous
cr i t ique of  the coming Age of
Bio-engineerirtg. We ale at the
crit ical-turning point. We have
b roken  the  gene t i c  code  and
have the pow-er to refashion'all
of nature; we must f loW rColl-
sider whether we have the right.
"This book may well be one of
the most important documents
of the decad6."
-Senator Mark Hatfield
" l n  e f f ec t i ve l y  des t roy ing  Dar -
win 's  theory Ri fk in "br i l l iant ly
demonstrat6s how science wil l
move on to another theory that
serves i ts  ends . . .  the u l f imate
rebel l ion against  God.  Should
be read bv i ivervone who wants
to avoid the mahipulation of the
technological elite.
-Cal Thomas, Vi_el_ThS!qa9, ce Pre side n t,
974.7s
The Literal Second Coming of Christ
by Charles Lee Feinberg
i thout controversy, our
day is best described as
one of "perplexing t imes
and even morc perplexed leaders." The
unbcl ievir.rg world is at sea, without the
l ight of the Word of God and knowing
no solut iorr nor way of directkrn, The
ur)taught bel icvcr is not much better
off.  Many wil l  not take t ime to study
the 
.prophetic port ions of the Bible,
often because ofal leged fanaticism in i t .
Thcre are nuff lerous perversions and
misinterpretat ions of port ions of the
Bible, but none of them warrants the
neglect or excisior-r of any part of God's
Word. Indeed, the Bible encourages
prophetic study. Second Peter 1:19
alonc is suff icient assurance of the value
of such activi ty. Even in O1d Testa-
ment t imes the prophet lsaiah used the
forceful argument from prophecy to
prove the difference between the true
God and a l l  ido ls  (47 :22 ,23 ;  4Z:9 ;
46:IIb). Moreover, today the vital
ministry of the Holy Spir i t  has been
especial ly given to shed l ight on pro-
phetic truth ("He wil l  shew you what is
to  come, "  John 16 :12 ,13) .
Scr ip tu re  i s  the  on ly  au thor i ty  fo r
the l i fe, ministry, death, resurrection,
ascension, and present session of
Christ. It is the only and final authority
as to whether Christ will return. It will
not do to cal l  i t  speculat ion and dismiss
i t  snmm,r r i l v .  A t  n  denominat iona l
conference in Florida years ago, the
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president of a col lege in that state
snapped his ftngers as he said to the
students: "l don't care that for the Sec-
ond Coming of Christ." He went on to
say: "The doctr ine of the Second Com-
ing of Christ.  .  .  is surely a speculat ive
doctr ine. .  .  .  So far as I am concerned, I
do not bel ieve that Christ wi l l  return to
this earth. The whole idea, as i t  is
tzrught, is based on a f lat earth. I f
Christ were to rcturr-r, where would He
livel We in Florida',vould want Him to
I ive here. But I  suppose there would be
other places where Hc would be needed
morc. .  .  . l  am so busy l iving and rrying
to do my duty here now that I  have no
interest in when Christ wi l l  rerurn or
when the world wil l  come to an end."
H is  reason ing  rh roughour  i s  spec ious
and unbibl ical.
Important Distinctions
and Differentiations
As with the history of doctr ine
general ly, the wordings and expressions
of the doctrine of the literal Second
Coming of Christ underwent necessary
refinement and sharpening. In what
way? It has been common for a long
time to refer to the coming of the Lord
Jesus for His Church (the Rapture) and
His coming with His sainrs ro the earth
(the Revelation) as though they were
the same event. This can only result in
error and confusion. Simply stated,
there will never be a first Rapture and a
second one, but thcrc has been a f irst
.  . - i - -  . (  -L - :  .  ^^  t l te rc  w i l l  bc  aL t r l t t t t l B  t r t  u t  t t  l J t t  J L ,
Second Coming.  Compare  John 1 :11
(f irst coming) with Matthew 23:39
(Second Coming). To expl icate the
matter further, let us considcr the dif-
ferenccs bctwecn the Rapture and the
Second Coming.
At the Rapture, only the Church is
invo lved (John 14 :1-3) ;  a t  the  Second
Coming there wil l  be Jews (Zech.
12 :10) ,  Gent i les  (Rcv .  1 :7 ) ,  and the
C h u r c h  ( 2  T h c s ' .  l : 7 )  p r c s e n t .  A r  t h e
Rapture the rneeting wil l  take place in
the air (1 Thcss. 4:17); Christ comes to
earth at the Revelat ion (Zcch. I4:4\. At
the Rapture there wil l  be adjudication
of rewards (or losses) for Church saints
(2  Cor .  5 :10 ;  2  T im.  4 :B) .  A t  the  Reve la-
t ion there wil l  be a judgment for the
deeds of the ungodly (2 Thess. 1:8; Rev.
i9 :11- i5 ) .  A t  the  Rapture  on ly  Church
saints wil l  be translated or resurrected
(1  Cor .  15 :51 ,52 ;1  Thess .  4 :16 ,17) .  The
doctrine of the Revelation is foretold ir-r
both the Old and New Testament; the
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is Dean Erneritus and
Professor Fnentw of
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Rapturc is predicted only in the New
Testament. See our volume Millcn-
nialism: The Two Major Views, (Moody
Press, second printing, 1982, p.287) for
fully 14 distinctions between the Rap-
ture and the Revelation. Since this arti-
cle wil l be occupied with a study of t l.re
Revelation, it may be helpful for the
readcr to refresh his rnind on the Rap-
turc passages. In tl-rc Ncw Testamcr-rt
order tl.rcy are: Jol-rn 14:I-3; I Corin-
rh ians  l 5 :2  l ,  50 -58 ;  Ph i l i pp ia r r s  l : 20 ,2  1 ;
Pcul dearly slcrtes: "The
lcs{ enemy thcrt shcll be
destroyed Ls deqth."
1 Thcssa lon ians  2 :19 ;  4 :13-18;  5 :73 ;  Z
Thcssakrn ians  2 :1 ;James 5 :7 ,8 ;  2  Peter
1 : 1 6 ;  3 : 4 ;  I  J o h n  2 : 2 8 ;  ) : 2 .
Evasions and Denials
of the Second Coming
Thc Secor-rd Corning of Christ is
mcntioned scores of t imes in t l-re Nerv
Tcstarncnt, besides the referenccs in thc
Olcl Tcstament. In spitc of this volume
of tcst imony thc Church has been sub-
jcctcd to cvasions and denials r>f t trc
l i tcral Second Corning of Christ,  botl-r
in t imes past and in our day.
(1) I t  has been claimed that t [ ' rc Scc-
or-rd Coming of Christ is actual ly thc
death of a bcl icvcr. This posit ion
revcals a lack of understanding of thc
bibl ical teaching concerning dcatl ' r .
First,  cver since Cencsis 3, death is scen
as a disruption of Cod's original perfect
crcation. Second, nowhere in Scripture
is death glamorizccl.  Third, cven in the
death of Christ,  which accomplished
untold blessings for mankind, there is
r-ro claim that dcatl .r  is a beauti ful ex-
perience. I t  was God's judgment ()n our
sins in the Persc'rn of our Substi tute.
Final ly, Scripture nowhere equates a
bcl iever's death wit l ' r  the Second Com-
ing of Christ.  Paul clearly states: "The
last enemy that shal l  be destroyed is
death" (1 Cor. 15:26).I t  is, then, entire-
ly erroneous to join these two concepts.
When our Lord at Bethany raised
Lazarus from the dead, He uttered ncr
word which could mean that the dcath
of Lazarus was His Second Coming (cf.
J o h n  1 1 : 1 1 , 1 3 , 1 4 ) .  W h c n  P a u l  w r o t e  o f
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the bel iever's physical death, he
couched the truth in rhe statemenr that
for a believer to die meant absence from
the body and presence with the Lord,
not that Christ appcars in His Second
Coming. The concepts are poles apart
(cf.  2 Cor. 5:6-8).
W h e n  w r i t i n g  t h e  P h i l i p p i a n
believers, Paul l ikened his death to a
departurc to be with Christ,  not the
Sav ior ' s  coming to  h im (Ph i l .  1 :23 ,24) .
The word departure is found again in
2 Timothy 4:6. Wil l  Pcter, one of the
earl iest and closest disciples of our
Lord, speak otherwise? No, he pointed-
ly declares that his death wil l  be a lay-
ing aside of his earthly dwell ing and a
depar tu re  (c f .  2  Peter  1 :14 ,15) .
Final ly, death comcs to bel ievers in-
d iv i . lua l l y  (a t  the  m()s t !  in  la rgcr
numh( ' rs  o r  hv  t  h r '  r l t t lusands  in  a
catastrophe), but Cl-rr ist 's Second
Coming wil l  touch al l  bel ievers at onc
t ime.
(2) Another denial of the l i teral Scc-
ond Coming is thc posit ion that thc
comit.rg again of Cl 'rr ist was the corning
of  th t '  Ho ly  Sp i r i r  ( ) r )  thc  D i ry  o f
Pentccost. This view is impc'rssiblc
becausc i t  confuses two Persons of thc
Trinity, which the Biblc ncver does. Of
the four Gospcls, i t  is John's that
speaks most of the coming of the Holy
Spir i t  in His Upper Room Discoursc in
chaptcrs l3 to 17. The Holy Spir i t ,  thc
Master Styl ist of thc universe, leaves ncr
doubt whcr-r Christ is spoken of or
whcr r  Hc ,  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t ,  i s  mcnnt .
The precise and accuratc alternation of
pronouns is unmistakable. Wl.rcn
Christ spoke of Himself,  i t  was in thc
f irst personal pror-roun; when He rc-
f - ' " - , 1  . . '  1 1 - , '  l J , ' 1 "  Q ' . ;
- l  . , r l t ,  l l  w a s  c ( ) l l -
sistently in the third personal pronoun.
Moreover, i f  thc coming of t l -re
Spir i t  at Pentecost was the Second
Coming of Christ,  then al l  the rest of
the New Testament after Acts 2 is inex-
pl icablc. Vhy should passages in the
New Testament st i l l  speak of Christ 's
Second Coming, i f  He had already
come at PentecostJ Sec Revelat ion 1:7.
Final ly, i t  is beyond dispute t irat events
have not transpired after the coming of
the Holy Spir i t  in the f irst century that
are predicted in connection with rhe
Second Coming of Christ.  Just con-
sider Revelation chapters 19-72 as anir-
refutable example.
(3) Another evasion of the literal Sec-
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ond Coming of the Lord is the claim
that the coming has reference to the
destruction of the city of Jerusalem in
A.D.  70 .  F i rs t ,  th is  pos i t ion  is  con t ra ry
to bibl ical technology. The two events
are not spoken of with the same
phraseology. How can Luke 2l:20-24
be equated with Luke 7I:75-27! In the
first passage (and happily for com-
parison they are found in juxtaposit ior-r
in the chapter) there arc some f ivc
references to geographical locations,
whereas in the second passage the em-
phasis is unmistakably on heaven. Sec-
ond, port ions of the New Testament
(al l  of John's writ ings and doubtless
other books) were writ ten after A.D. 70,
and Christ is spoken of as st i l l  to ap-
pear. Final ly, the promises made tcr
bel ievers ( in both Testaments) do not
have in view a display of God's wrath
as at the destruction of Jerusalem. The
horrendous episodes ofthat disaster are
vividly narratcd by the Jewish historian
Flavius Josephus.
(4) Yet another denial of the l i teral
Second Coming of the Lord Jesus
Chr is t  ma in ta ins  tha t  the  re tu rn  o f  thc
Redeemer is the salvation of a sinner.
Chrlst's Second Comlng
wlll louch qll bellevers qt
one tlme.
Calmly and dispassionately consider
the passages on the Second Coming of
Christ with the wording of Matthew
11 :28 ;  Luke  7 :50 ;  John  3 :5 ,16 ;  6 :37 ;
Ac ts  2 :  J7 ,41 ;  l 6 :14 ;  Ephes ians  5 :26 ;
Titus 3:5 and I Peter 1:23. These texts
define and describe the salvation of a
sinner, which is not tantamount to the
phraseology related to the Second
Coming of Christ. Besides, the salva-
tion of a sinner occurs, for the most
part, with an individual(thankfully, on
rare occasions with 3,000 lActs 2:41]
and even 5,000 [Acts 4:41], but the Sec-
ond Coming is indeed universal [cf.
"every eye," Rev. 1:7],
Positive Witnesses
to the Literal Second Coming
But better than all refutations of
evasions and denials are the positive
witnesses to the l iteral Second Comins
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of Christ. There are more than a dozen
witnesses from the Old Testament and
a jury of witnesses from the New Testa-
ment, attesting to this glorious truth.
\X/itnesses of the Old Testament.
These stretch from Moses to Malachi.
Hear them: Numbers 24:74-79; Isaiah
74:21-73; 49:5-7; 52:15; 60:1-3; 63:1-5;
r ^ , - -  i .  L  7  1 .  ( -R .  I  1 .  1  4 ,  I  5 ;  Ezek ie l
34: I l -24;  43: I -5;  Danie l  Z:45;  7:13,14;
Hosea 2:74-73;  5:15;  Joel  3: l ,Z;  Amos
9 : I l , l Z ;  M icah  4 : l - 4 ;5 -4 ;  Hagga i
7:21,22;  Zechar iah 2:10- IZ;  9:9 (F i rs t
Coming) ,  10 (Second Coming) ;  12:10,
14 : l - 5 ;Ma lach i  4 :2 ,3 .
Witness of the Lord Jesus Chrisr, who
called Himself "The Truth" (John 14:6).
N o t i c e  t h e  p r o m i s e s :  M a t t h e w
24:3,27,37,39;  25:Zl  (woven into the
w a r p  a n d  w o o f  o f  t h e  O l i v e t
Discourse). Are these not enough? God
has used more words in tell ing of the
Second Coming than He did when He
created the universe!
tX/itness of the Euangehsts. Ponder
them well: Matthcw 16:26,27; 19:78;
chapters 24 and 25 (Olivet Discourse);
M a r k  8 : 3 8 ;  c h a p t e r  l 3  ( O l i v e t
Discourse) ;  l4 :67;  Luke 12:35-48;
17:20-37; chapter Zl (Olivet Discourse);
J o h n  1 : 5 1 .
Witness of the two men in white ap-
parel. Hear them: Acts 1:1 1.
\X/lrness of the apostles. Heed them:
Paul: I Thessalonians 5:2.3r Z Thessalo-
n ians 2:8;  T i tus 2r  13.  James:  James
5:7,8.  Peter :  1  Peter  4:13;2 Peter  1:16;
J u d e : 1 4 , 1 5 .  J o h n :  R e v e l a t i o n  7 : 7 ;
19: I I -16.
\X/itness of godly men. The witness of
godly men to this truth indicates that
God has kept this truth alive through
the centuries. The godly Earl of
Shaftesbury, of England, claimed that
for 40 years he had not lived one con-
scious hour without the influence of
this blessed truth. Hudson Tavlor.
founder of the China lnland Mission
and a household name among Chris-
tians evervwhere. said:
Very early in my life, the subject
of our Lord's near return was
brought  before me;  I  went
carefully through all the passages
of the Bible, and the result was it
gave me to see that the hope of
the coming of the Lord is the
paramount motive given us in
the New Testament for earnest,
holv  serv ice here.  Someone
speaks of  i t  as "cut t ing rhe nerve
of missionary effort;" I wish to
bear personal witness that it has
been the greatest personal spur
ro  me  i n  m iss iona ry  sc rv i ce . . . .
There is first the Coming of the
Lord for His saints; then His
Coming with His saints: and we
has ten  H is  Coming . . . by  do ing
all that in us l ies to carry rhe
Cospel everywhere.
The able evangelist Dr. J. Vilbur
Chapman said: "l asked Moody if he
would tell me. . . the secret of his oower.
"The hope ol the coming
ol the Lord ls the
pqrcmount motive given
us in the New Teslcrment
lor ecrrnest, holy senuice
here."
He said, ' l  have preached for years with
the thought that beftrre every sermon is
f inished the Lord might come.'  "
Conclusion
Reared in a most strict orthodox
Jewish home, it was my portion to look
forward each spring to the sacred calen-
dar of festivals, beginning with the
Feast of Passover and ending with the
Feast of Tabernacles (or Booths). When
the fa l l  came wi th i ts  Feast  of
Trumpets, since the feast of redemption
was  l ong  pas t ,  expec ta t i on  was
quickened to look for the Feast of
Tabernacles, a time of unusual joy and
rejoicing (Lev.23:40) for children as well
as adults. \With us today as members of
the body of Christ, our redemption
feast is past (cf. 1 Cor. 5:7,8), so we look
on to the feast (at His Second Coming)
of the tabernacling (Rev. 21:3). And
the sooner the Rapture, the sooner the
Revelationl "Even so, come, Lord
Jesus."
Are you readyl "Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved,
and thy house " (Acts 16:31). !
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A two-year study of
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by Doniel L. Barlow
et me sound like a commercial
for a moment! Does your child
seem listless and disinterested?
Or tense, fearful, and anxious? Has
your son been labeled an under-
achiever and your daughter an over.
achiever, yet you dont feel satisfied
with either one? Does your child over-
sleep or not sleep well at all; overeat or
not eat well at all; study all night or not
study at all? Are you trying to be a
good parent but are at your wit's end
with worry?
\fhat inexpressible relief if at this
point in the commercial the announcer
would come forth with a magic pill
that, taken three times a day, was
guaranteed to cure all these ills. Ob-
viously there is no such pill, but the
good news of this article is that there is
a "medicine" that, given in consistently
strong doses, will help your child
develop into a competent Christian
adult, able to act responsibly under the
leadership of the Holy Spirit in any
given set of circumstances. This is (or
Daniel Barlow is
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Llnchburg, V irginia. He
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ought to be) the goal of Christian
parents for their children. And the
"medicine"-in consistently strong
doses to assist in reaching that goal-is
to help your child develop godly self-
esteem,
Three myths need to be dispelled to
clear the way for suggestions on how to
help your child develop godly self-
esteem.
The Myth of the Vulnerable Child
This myth, based generally on
Freudian psychoanalysis, pictures the
child as extremely sensitive, "easily
damaged not only by traumatic events
and emotional stress, but also by over-
doses of affection."l Parents are ex-
pected to become psychoanalysts over.
night, to understand the deepest mean-
ing ofevery word and action they speak
and take. They might damage the
child's psyche if they scold or punish
him, or spoil his character development
if they show too much love. They cer-
tainly do not want to harm their child's
social or emotional development ir.
reparably, so they must consider
carefully each word and action. They
must be sensitive to their child's inner-
most feelings and thoughts so as not to
cause their son or daughter any
trauma. To say this myth has created
many anxious, fearful parents is a gross
understatement. Reasonablv solid
evidence is now being offered that the
extreme vulnerability of the child (as
presented by this viewpoint) is a
myth.2'3
The Myth of the
Blank.Minded Child
This myth represents the behav-
iorists' view that the child is born
with a "blank mind," able to be shaped
It is ol cdtical importcrrce
to understcnd the two
lngredlents needed to
help yout clrlld develop
sellcsteern! c peroeptlon
ol personcl worth, cnd
perception ol hcving
some control ovet whcrt is
hcppening to him.
almost entirely by his environment.
J.B. Watson, the father of modern
behaviorism, wrote: ('Give me a dozen
healthy infants, well-formed, and my
own specified world to bring them up
in, and I'll guarantee to take any one at
random and train him to be any type of
specialist I want-doctor, lawyer, artist,
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merchant, chief, and yes, even beggar-
man and thief!" This view casts the
parents as the Great Absolute Shapers,
the Managers of Behaviors, who exer-
cise a cause-and-effect relationship on
the child by providing proper stimuli to
get  proper responses.  I f  the chi ld
manifests wrong behaviors, the parents
have only themselves to blame. This
approach "requires parents who coolly
follow the dictates of their own explicit
training procedures: only the early
eradication of bad habits in eating,
sleeping, crying can fend off permanent
maladjustments. " 4
The fa l lac ies of  th is  myth are
twofold: the passivity of the child and
the lack of freedom involved. Current
research is rapidly dispelling the notion
of the "blank slate" mind of the
newborn child, showing him to be ac-
t ive ly  select ive in  re lat ion to en-
vironmental influences almost from
birth. The lack of freedom involves
understanding the difference between
control and influence by the parents.
The "parenta l  determin ism" ( tota l
cause-and-effect control) reflected bv
t h e  b e h a v i o r i s t  v i e w ,  i s  b e i n g
counteracted by increasing evidence
that parents simply do not have total
de te rm in i s t i c  con t ro l  ove r  t he i r
children. The children's own develop
ing mental ,  physical ,  and spi r i tua l
qua l i t i es  i n f l uence  the  way  they
perceive and interpret events outside
themselves.  To put  i t  d i f ferent ly ,
parents can have great influence on
their children, but children exercise a
great freedom in the way they perceive
and understand and act  uoon in-
fluences from beyond themselves. The
blank-minded child with parents as
Absolute Dictatorial Shapers of the
Child's Behavior is a myth.
The Myth of the Good Child
This model  emerges f rom the
human is t s  who  have  adop ted
Rousseau's opinion that the child is
basically good. Only evil adults thwart
the child's development, and if we can
get adults basically out of the way, the
child will grow to his own fulfillment in
the best possible way. The humanists
add to this view substantially with such
phrases as "actualizing one's potential,"
"facilitating one's development," and
show ing  "uncond i t i ona l  pos i t i ve
regard" toward every human being. ln
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this model, parents become the Great
Facilitators. To "facilitate" means "to
make easy." Parents are not to punish,
because the child is basically good.
Help the child to grow, and he will do
so in the right direction because of his
basic goodness. Make it easy for the
child to fulfill his potential.
'We 
must be fair. Humanists do
stress self-esteem. They stress the im-
portance of helping the child to have
Tell your children early
and oflen that God loved
them so much He sent His
only begotten Son to die
lor them.
good experiences that will make the
child feel worthy, able, and accepted. If
one asks on what basis the children are
to feel worthy, the answer is, "because
they are human beings." The fallacy of
this view is obvious even to the casual
observer: if everyone is basically good,
then where does the evil in the world
originate? That there is evil behavior
abundant  in  the wor ld is  beyond
dispute. lt is likewise obvious that there
are evil human beings in the world
respons ib le  f o r  t h i s  behav io r .
Therefore,  to  c la im "worth"  and
"dignity" and "self-esteem" merely on
the basis of being "human" would seem
tg be a gross distortion of iogic. If man
is the measure of all things (as this view
espouses) there is no logical way to
claim goodness or worth on the mere
basis of being a human being. The
"good child" therefore appears also to
be a myth.
I have felt it necessary to review
these three myths, because one or more
of them swirl around in most parents'
heads as they seek to find the proper
approach to bringing up their children.
Like most myths, each of these has a
kernel oftruth. If l am a caring parent, I
don't want to inflict lifelong trauma on
my children. I want them to develop
good habi ts  of  behavior  and see
themselves as worthy human beings.
But for parents to ground their entire
approach to the development of self-
esteem in children on one or a mixture
of these myths leaves them subject to
the fallacies cited above. Probabilities
for failure are high.
From the Christian's standpoint,
the supreme fallacy of all three myths is
that none of them has any reference
point beyond the human being. If there
is no God to whom we are ultimately
responsible, then there is no ultimate
accountability for anything, including
the manner in which we raise our
children.
Necessary Elements for
Self,esteem
In order for a child to develop self-
esteem he must perceive himself as hav-
ing personal  worth.  He must  see
himself as counting for something to
somebody. If a child feels worthless he
i s  l i ke l y  t o  become dep ressed ,
d i scou raged ,  and  non -p roduc t i ve .
Some children, lacking a sense of
worth, become aggressively rebellious
to compensate for feelings of inferiority.
Psychologist Martin Seligman has
developed a theory known as "learned
helplessness," which gives us a clue as
to the second ingredient necessary for
the development of self-esteem. Out of
a  vas t  a r ray  o f  da ta ,  Se l i gman
crystallizes the belief that people give
up in despair, not because of how
tough their situation actually is, but
"because they feel they can have little
or no effect in changing it. The feeling
of helplessness i learned by actually ex-
periencing events we cannot control, or
by being led to believe that we have no
control, Self-esteem and a sense of com-
petence may not depend on whether
we experience good or bad events, but
rather on whether we perceive some
control over what happens to us."5
It is of critical importance to under-
stand the two ingredients needed to
help your child develop self-esteem: a
perception of personal worth, and
perception of having some control over
what is happening to him.'When one
can say, "l am worthwhile, and I can
make a difference in what's happening
to me," one can develop self-esteem.
However, when one seeks to build self-
esteem on myths with no reference
point beyond the human being, one is
on shaky ground. In contrast, the
Christian model offers a solid basis for
the development of the child's self-
esteem.
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A Christian Model for
Developing Self,esteem
As Christ ians, we bel ieve in a God
who has created not only the universe
but each of us as well .  We have been
created in His image with dignity and
wor th .  \ ( /e  do  no t  have to  con ju re  up
tfre idea of our worth out of
. . r , . h ^ " . " 1 . r t i .  h o h|  _ r . . . .  , . . a v l o r l s t l c ,  o r
humanist ic  dry bones,  seeking to infuse
them ry i th l i fe by our own pal t ry ef-
f o r t s .  Even  wh i l e  we  we re  ye t  : i nne rs ,
Christ loved us enough to die for us. By
the grace of God in Christ Jesus we arejustif ied (made righteous and worthy)
in God's eyes. The Lamb is slain from
the foundation of thc world, and thus
we have in Christ a position of worth
that cannot be shaken, grounded in thc
reality of God Himself. We need to em-
n h r s i z e  t h i s  s c n . , ' . f  e t e r n a l  w o r t h  t o
our  ch i ld ren .
What about the matter of perceiving
ourselves as having some control over
what happens to us? The Scriptures are
Help your children
undersland that, no
mcilter whal hcrppens,
God is always in ultimate
and linal control.
very clear that man is to be the master
of the earth. "And God said, Let us
make man in our image, after our
likeness: and let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the
fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and
over all the earth, and over every creep-
ing th ing that  creepeth upon the
earth...replenish the earth and subdue
i t . . . "  (Gen .  l : 26 ,28 ) .  "Wha tsoeve r
Adam called every living creature, that
was the name thereof" (Gen. 2:I9). I
think it is fair to say that God intended
for man to name and to tdme the earth,
its creatures, and its forces, under
God's delegated will. Man is to be the
master of the earth but God is to be the
Master of men. Whatever is happening
to us, we may be very sure God knows,
cares, and has the power to work out
His will for our lives through these cir-
cumstances. We never lose control
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because God never loses control, and
we are workers together with Him. This
kind of control enabled the apostle
Paul to say: "We are troubled on every
side, yet not distressed; we are per-
plexed, but not in despair; persecuted,
but not forsaken; cast down, but not
destroyed" (2 Cor. 4:8,9). Paul per-
ceived himself as being in control of
whatever happened to him, because he
understood that ultimate control re-
sided in God, not in man (Z Cor. 4:7).
Therefore,  wi thout  reservat ion he
could affirm that "All things work
together for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called accord-
ing to his purpose" (Rom. 8:28).
Suggestions to Help Children
Develop Self,esteem
Remember, two things are necessary
for anyone, including your child, to
develop and maintain self-esteem: a
sense ofreal personal worth, and a feel-
ing of some measure of control over
what is happening to him.
Tell your children early and often
that God loved them so much He sent
His only begotten Son to die for them,
and that makes them of the greatest
possible worth in God's sight. This also
lays the foundation for your child to
respond to the love of God in Christ
and surrender to Jesus Christ as Savior
and Lord. The parable of the lost sheep
is effective to use with children to help
them understand how much each per-
son is really worth to God, and how
much God wants them to come into
His fold. In a society which so often
devalues and dehumanizes the person,
children need to hear about their
worth in the sight of God early, often,
and consistently.
Heio vour children understand
that, no matter what happens, God is
always in ultimate and final control.
This will build into them the vital sense
that they have some control over what
happens to them-they are not like a
helpless boat on a stormy sea. Because
God loves them, nothing can happen
to them that they and God cannot
handle. The calming of the storm at sea
by Jesus' words, "Peace be still," is a
helpful story to impart perception of
control to children. So is the story of
the small boy's lunch used by Jesus to
feed the 5,000. Children can be thus led
to understand that, though they are
small and cannot do much, when they
give all they have over to Jesus, He can
do great things with it. This encourages
children to believe that together with
the Lord they can exercise some con-
trol over circumstances, rather than
developing helplessness that destroys
self-esteem.
Children need to hear two things
consistently if you would help them
build Christian self-esteem: they have
worth in God's sight, and, working
together with Cod, they can exercise
some control over their circumstances
and ultimately in Christ win the final
victory.
\With Jesus as Savior, the child with
godly self-esteem is the one most likely
to develop into the mature, competent
Christian person, able to act respon-
sibly and effectively under the leader-
ship of the Holy Spirit in various cir-
cumstances, until Jesus comes! D
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An Interview with
IDan Gelatt
Questions and Answers
Rec). Dan Gelatt is postor of First Baptist Church, Elkhart,Indiana, where he has serqted
since 1967. The c_hurch,has grown,from 400 to almost 2,000 since he assumed the pastorate.
The church's Elkhart Christion School has an enrolhnent of almost 700. The son of a postor,
Rec). Gelatt shares in this interview interesting hishlishts frorn his family tife and' ministry'.
t Tell us a little bit about yourself and your family
background.
A
Ail was born in 1932 in Oshawa, Ontario, Canada,
where my father, Paul Gelatt, was pastor of Calvary Baptist
Church. ln fact, I was born on Sunday morning while he was
preaching and made my arrival just as he left the pulpit and
ran next door to the parsonage to find out how things were
going. Later that year my father felt burdened for missions
and people who were leaving the prairies and homesteading
in northern Saskatchewan. As he read about them he real-
ized that there would be tens of thousands of peopie going
north to homestead who needed churches. In the Homestcad
32
Act the Canadian government had
opened up 160 acres for $10 per family.
Dad took our family without any mis-
sion board or promise of support and
went into northern Saskatchewan,
where we lived for 11 years. There were
three children in our family at that
time, and we went up there and lived in
a tent. Dad tried to get a log cabin built
before winter, but it snowed and got
down to 60 below zero before we got
the cabin completed.
During those years, he was able to
establish a number of churches and a
Bible Institute. Three more children
came along and they were born in a log
cabin hospital in Loon Lake, Saskatch-
ewan. \ile went to a little one-room schoolhouse three miles
away from home. '!7e were foriunate. Most other kids had to
walk but we had a horse and a buggy and a sleigh. My dad
built a small caboose with a little windshield in the front. It
was something like a fishing shanty on a sleigh. He'd go down
and start the fire in the caboose before we set our for school
and we had a fire all the way to school. We'd go out before
time to go home and start a fire in the caboose and we'd be
warm al l  the way home.
a
'How did you come to know Christ?
w
3at|!l
sttt- rrx.t t-
 
All came to Jesus when I was six years old. We children
had been left that night with a babysitter and I'd been
burdened about being saved. My dad had been talking about
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the coming of the Lord and I thought
He might come rhar night and that was
really my first realization that I wasn't
ready. I went ro the lady who was tak-
ing care of us that night and talked to
her about it and she said, "We11, you'll
just have to wait until your dad comes
home." So I remember not sleeping
well, getting up very early, going into
my dad's room and waking him. Of
course, he was very pleased. He opened
his Bible that was beside the bed and
showed me some verses, and I knelt
down there and asked Jesus into my
heart on July 6, 1938.
A.
A(,. How did you meet your wife?
A
Aif"lu folks moved in 1943 to a l ir-
t1e northern Michigan town between
Traverse City and Petosky, called Cen-
tral Lake. I met Joyce Miller, one of the
teenagers in the church in Traverse
City, when my father was interim
pastor there. Later my older brother
and sister, and her older brother and
sister, went to Baptist Bible Seminary
in Johnson City, New York, and we
went there as well. After I was in school
my brother married Joyce's sister and
my sister married her brother, so finally
Joyce and I started dating and were
married in 19521
A.
A(,. When did you feel the call to
preachJ
. f \ l r"  i ls l  I  took a course in
systematic theology taught by Dr. John
Duncan, dean of the school at the t ime
(now president of Los Angeles Baptist
College). He was a young theologian
and very dynamic, and for the first time
in my life I realized that the doctrines
were living truths. Previously, they had
seemed very dusty and meaningless.
But he would say at rhe end of a
theology class, "Tomorrow, Dan is go-
ing to take five minutes at the begin-
ning of class and tel l  us what the impec-
cabi l i ty of Christ means ro him." That
made theology come alivel He made
every doctrine live in the personal lives
of his students. I got a straight A in the
course. It was during that time that
God put within my heart a convicrion
that I  just had to share these l iving
truths of doctrine with people. That
ruNE]983
was what God used to call me into the
ministry.
A.
A( .  Tel l  us about  your  f i rs t
pastorate.
A
Alf graduated rn l954and pastored
a little church in northern New York
State, near Syracuse, in a place called
West Smyrna. It was nor even a rown,
just a name, but it was wesr of Smyrna,
six miles down a country road. I was
there four and a half years and we were
able, under God, to construct a new
building while the church grew from
about 40 to 200.
A.
\! 'Looking back, to what do you
attribute that growth?
A
Aifn. people became committed
to growth. I think that growth is a deci-
sion people make. They were commir-
ted to growing and that sets a whole lot
of  other  th ings in  perspect ive.
However, we didn't have the money to
build. In a business meering, one man
said, "l've got eight trees that I have
been saving for years to build a new
milk house and I' l l  give those to the
church." Before rhat night was over, we
had many people giving trees from their
farms. We cut the logs, skidded them to
the road, trucked them to the mill,
figured the dimensions rhat we needed,
and cut them to that size. We con-
structed the building ourselves and that
is the hardest way to build a church.
Every Sunday morning I passed a clip-
board around and people would sign
up to work.
A.
A(,oTell us about the church in
Elkhart.
A
AlPr"u iou,  ro my coming,  rhe
church in Elkhart was pastored by a
very great man of God, Dr. Hugh Hall.
He was an able man in the Scriptures
and strongly committed to a consistent
Christian lifestyle. Consequently, he
poured a lot of good concrete into the
foundation and building of that
spiritual structure. I can remember the
night I met with the deacons about
coming to Elkhart. I left the meeting
and knelt in the 1,200-seat audirorium
and told God if He called me there and
wanted me to come, I wanted to fill
every seat in that place for Him. When
I first went the church was running 450
and now we have a membership of
almost 2,000. We average 1,700 in the
morning serv ice,  1,500 in Sunday
school, 1,000 on Sunday night, and 500
on Wednesday night.
A.
A(,' \ilhat have been your greatesr
experiences in Elkhart?
A
Aiw"t t ,  I  rh ink rhe greatest  ex-
periences relate to changed lives, People
who have come to know Christ and
found in Him the answer for their own
spiritual needs and for their families. I
think changed individuals in turn bring
about changed families, The Lord has
provided for the financial needs of the
church. \il/e are completely debt-free.
'We 
were able to build nearly $2 million
worth of buildings in the last few years
without any debt. The money was all
raised by our people, and the debt that
we had incurred for a buildine which
we completed about ten years ago has
now been entirely paid off.
A.
A(tAtl the churches you have
pastored have been associated with the
General Association of Regular Bap-
tists (GARB), Tell us about the
uniqueness of that movement.
A
Al f  th ink i t  has a great  her i tage.  l t
was born out of the fires of the con-
troversy with Liberalism by men like
Dr. R.T. Ketcham. We refer to him as
the father of our movement. Evervbodv
ought to read his biography, Portrait of
Obedience. It is one of the fine books
about the great warriors of the faith in
the twentieth century. That's what
brought the Association into being. In
our movement, there is an intense
loyalty to the Word of God and a desire
to please Christ in separated lifestyles. I
am very happy with the ecclesiastical
position and with the practical separa-
tion position of the Fellowship. I f i t
very happily in that.
A.
A ( , ' W h e r e  i s  t h e  m o v e m e n r
heading?
??
! I u* 
".r.o.r.aged with what I see.Dr. Paul Tassell, the present national
representative of the Fellowship, is a
very aggressive young Fundamentalist
and he is an extremely good com-
municator. I believe that under his
leadership, the Fellowship will become
a greater force for God.
Qr*n", are your concerns?
A:t do have some concerns. I feel
that as Regular Baptists we tend
sometimes to have the view that we are
the only ones who are standing for the
Lord. If we keep telling ourselves that
and never look around. we will prob-
ably believe it, Looking around, we
discover that there are other individual
churches and other fellowships that
have paid the same price, fought the
same battles and stand where we stand.
Frankly, I enjoy my associations with
other Fundamentalist Baptists. I wish
that other men in our Fellowship could
come to enjoy those same associations
without compromise.
I  t a
A(,'Tell us about your rraining
center for missionaries.
A
Ail have always had a burden to
traln mlssronarles ano pastors ln per-
sonal evangelism, Several years ago we
established a trainins center for mis-
sionaries. We invite a missionary cou-
ple to spend one month in our church.
They are assigned to a full--time pastor,
who takes them out into hbmes for 100
hours of intensive practical training in
evangelism. \7e take twelvei couples a
year. \7e have opened what we are call-
ing a School of Church Growth. \7e
invite a pastor and a layman from his
church to spend a week at our church. I
give that week to them and talk about
what's wrong with their situation and
how they could turn it around by in-
volving their lay people. 'We take ten
men at a time. This is our effort in a
small way to help pastors and mis-
sionaries develop the skills to help their
churches grow.
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From GIory to Glory
ohn's declaration of the literal incarnation of our Lord
carries with it the observation that he "dwelt among
V us." The Greek verb translated "dwelt" (skeno) means
literally "to dwell in a tent," thus, "to l ive temporarily," Its
association with the noun skene ("tent"), used in the Greek
translation of the Old Testament to designate the Mosaic
tabernacle and to point out God's "dwelling" among His peo-
ple, gave to the New Testament the further sense of "taber-
nacling." The similarity in the Greek (skn) and the Hebrew
(shkn) roots for "dwelling" provided the Greek writers with
further cause for using skeno to express the truth of the im-
mediate presence of God, in all His "shekinah" glory, among
men. Thus understood, John's simple statement takes on a
rich heritage of spiritual truth.
The shekinah glory had descended on Mount Sinai (Ex.
24:16-17) and then had guided the Israelites all along the
wilderness journey (Num. 9:15-17) to the land of inheritance
(Deut. 12:10-11). God's glory had fi l led both tabernacle
(Ex. 40:34-38) and temple (1 Kings 6:11-13). But due to Israel's
apostate heart, the shekinah left both the temple and
Jerusalem (Ezek. 10:18-19; 11:22-25), not to return until the
great millennial reign of Messiah among His repentant and
redeemed people ]oe| 3:17-21).
John later looks even further beyond, to the great and
glorious everlasting reign of Christ over a refreshed and
glorified earth, when He shall dwell among a believing
mankind (Rev. 21:3). However, the passage before us tells us
that before that great day, there was a first tabernacling of
God among men which was no less glorious. When Christ
"became flesh," it was no less than a visitation of the
shekinah glory. It was the promised Immanuel-God with us!
Nor was He less glorious when He hung on the cross for
man's salvation and rose triumphant from the grave (John
L2:23-28; 17:l-4).
Paul reminds us that. with His incarnation mission ac-
complished at Calvary and in the Resurrection, the aicended
Lord has taken the believer into union with Himself (Eph.
2:19-ZZ), so that the Christian has not only a sure hope of
that glorious future (Col. 1:27) that John foretold, but an
ever-present source of strength in his spiritual service
(2 Cor. 12:9, Greek episkeno) of revealing that One to others
(Gal .  1 :16) .
Well did Bernard of Clairvaux write:
Jesus, our only joy be Thou,
As Thou our prize wilt be;
Jesus, be Thou our glory now
And through eternity. .:
1.A
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IDoes God Heal Tgday?
Matthew 9:2t.22 -"If I may
him obout, ond when he saw her,
thee whole. And the woman wos
Common Misconceptions
t  is no wonder the average Christ ian is confused
about faith-healing: whether God heals, how He
does i t ,  and who gets healed. Misconceptions of
faith-healing abound.
Many peop lc  th ink  o f  hea l ing  as  l ines  o f  poor ,  s ick  peop le
in a tent, who r," 'ai t  for a fast-talking, sl ick-dressed evangelist
cal led a "faith-l-realer" to dramatical lv lav hands on them so
they wil l  be instantaneously clel ivcred fron-r chror.r ic i l lness,
ar-rd rray, in a rnoment of clat ion, throrv down their crutches
and dance.  But  tha t  i rnage. is  chang ing .  Today the  ten t  has
become a city arena, or the faith-healers have taken to the
aitu'avcs and ask people ttr  lay their hands on the television
for heal ing. The ir false concept of faith-healing is surrounded
by gimmicks and lengthy appeals for f inances.
The typical church member thinks of heal ing in terms of a
minister who visi ts the sick in the hospital.  Neither minister
nor paticnt expecrs a dramatic intervention by God. The
pastor prays weakly, "Lord, bless the doctors ar.rd give them
2 A
but touch his garment, I shall be whole. But Jesus turned
he said, Daughter,be of good cornf ort; thy faith hath made
made whole frorn that hour."
' , v i sdom.  
. . lay  Your  hea l ing  hanJ  on  Yr ,u r  ch i ld .  .  .  Amen. "
There does not seem to be rnuch faith or heal ing.
Now consider the sociological theologian who denies the
supernatural aspect of Christ ianity. He reinterprets the
events of l-rcal ing in Scripture to mean a change in someone's
l \ ( ' r q ( ) l r r l i r v :  n h v s i c r l  i l l r r , ' s s  i .  r t ' i n t e r n r e r e J  t r )  m e a nH . " " " " ' l r
psychological i l lness or social malfunction. These humanist ic
minrsters in ecclesiast ical clothes teach that God heals
through psychological understanding, or God heals through
reestabl ishing human relat ionships.
Some extreme dispensational ists teach that Cod healed in
Bible days but that era has passed and today there is no more
divine intervention into physical malady. They teach that the
purpose of God is not physical heal ing (signs and wonders),
but that today He uses secondary instruments such as doc-
tors, medicine, or surgery.
When most people think of faith-healing, they do not
associate i t  rvi th fundamental Christ ian ministers. They
think, either sincerely or mistakenly, of the laying on of
hanJs .  in te rcessorv  p rayer ,  o r  o f  be ing  "smi t ten  in  the  sp i r i t . "
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Almost no one thinks of the first word
in the term "faith-healing," yet faith is
the bottom line of healing. Faith is the
only quality that can move God to in-
tervene in life's affairs, especially in
divine physical therapy.
Three Attitudes Toward Healing
n approaching the topic of
faith-healing, three clear
facts are evident from
Scripture. First,  God st i l l
heals some people who are physically
sick, but He does it by answering
prayer.
The Lord will alleviate physical suf-
fer ing or  in tervene to react ivate
physical functions that have ceased in
the deterioration process. To say that
God does not, wil l not, or cannot heal
is a denial of the biblical teaching of the
nature of God. James wrote toward the
end of the age of the apostles (those
with divine abil ity to heal), pointing
out that healing was available to Chris-
tians apart from the gr/r of healing. In
James 5:14-16 we are given several con-
ditions that a person must meet to be
healed. "ls any sick among you? Let
him call for the elders of the church;
and let them pray over him, anointing
him with oil in the name of the Lord:
and the prayer of faith shall save the
sick, and the Lord shall raise him up;
and if he have committed sins. thev
shall be forgiven him. Confess your
faults one to another, and pray for one
another, that ye may be healed. The ef-
fectual fervent prayer of a righteous
man availeth much."
The second clear fact about healing
is that not every person who has
prayed for physical healing has been
delivered from his suffering. Instead,
God glorifies Himself dtrough their
sickness or suffering. Paul, who prayed
for and witnessed the healing of others
(Acts 19:1 1,12), also prayed for his own
healing, but was not healed. He had a
"thorn in the flesh" which apparently
was a problem that caused him both
physical and psychological suffering.
Paul testifies, "For this thing I besought
the Lord thrice, that it might depart
from me" (2 Cor. 12:8). God did not
heal Paul but gave him grace that he
might  become spi r i tua l ly  marure
through this weakness and bring glory
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to God. As a result he restified, "Most
gladly therefore will I rather glory in my
infirmities, that the power of Christ
may rest upon me" (Z Cor. 12:9).
Three, when God heals, the results
are only temporary. Because very man
has a sinful nature, the body will pro-
gressively deteriorate unto death
(Rom. 5:12). Everyone eventually dies.
No one should glory in the healing but
in God who gives life and strength.
How to Apply Faith for Healing
hen God heals, i t  may be in
response to a simple prayer
or to unceasing prayer. At
other t imes God seems to
ignore prayers for healing. Why does
God work instantaneously for some,
yet seem to turn a deaf ear to others?
Perhaps God is waiting to teach some
spiritual lessons to those who seek His
medicine. The simplicity of healing or
God's reluctance to heal only reflects
the complexity of the purpose of God
in our l ives. Note the following prin-
ciples.
7. Go back to the original FAITH com-
mitment. After salvation by faith, the
Christian l ives by faith iEph. 2:8,9;
2 Cor . 5:7). As a Christian he yields his
entire life, including his body, to Jesus
Christ. Therefore, when he suffers pain
and needs physical deliverance, he
must again yield his body and its
members to Jesus Christ (Rom. 1Z:I;
6: 13). The Lord may have a plan for
him that does not include health or
deliverance from pain. If it is God's will
for him to suffer, then his desire-even
with intercessory prayer-will not be
met. Perhaps Fanny Crosby would
never have written hundreds of life-
changing hymns if God had taken
away her blindness. Perhaps Joni
Eareckson, a paraplegic, has glorified
God through her paintings and
testimony in a greater way than if she
had never been permanently disabled
in an accident,
Should a Christian desire healing?
The question is, "ls he willing to re-
main ill for the glory of God?" If he is
unwilling to let God do anything with
his body, even allow him to suffer,
maybe he does not have a basis to pray
for deliverance. If he is not yielded to
Christ to accept healing or sickness,
then his prayer for relief may nor be
granteq.
Z. CaIl t'or the elders to pray. Most
faith healers reverse the biblical com-
mand; they call for the slck. The Bible
commands to call for the elders,
described in Scripture as pastors. In
wisdom, elders know the spiritual con-
dition of the person and whether he is
in fellowship with Cod. Hence, they
can join the sick in believing the prayer
of faith for healing. Also, the act of call-
ing for men of Cod to pray is an expres-
s ion of  fa i th .  The Chr is t ian is  saying to
them, to the church, and to God that
he wants God to control the cir-
cumstances and believes that God can.
3. C.on/es sins for healing. Wrapped
up in the admonition to call for the
elders is the statement "lf he have com-
mitted sins, they shall be forgiven him.
Confess your faults one to another"
(James 5:15,16). If a Christian has
sinned he should follow God's plan for
restoration. lf the sin has been public,
he should confess publicly. If the sin is
against another person, he may have to
confess to that person. When the sin is
private, he wil l probably confess it only
to God (1 John 1:9). In some cases he
may share his private problem with the
pastor, knowing he wil l pray for him.
But no human can forgive sin, nor does
he have authority to pronounce
forgiveness of sins.
4. Pral for specific healing for a specific
slckness. \il/hen James said, "The prayer
of faith shall save the sick," he used the
Greek word euchomai for "prayer,"
which means to ask specifically. I
believe that first, a Christian should
ask God for wisdom in seeking out the
correct doctor to treat the illness. Sec-
ond, he should pray that God would
give the doctor wisdom (James 1:5) so
that in his treatment he may find the
cause of the i l lness and apply therapy
or medicine. In the third place, he
should pray specifically that God
would intervene beyond the limits of
modern technology to heal the malady.
\ Rt {nirh rpenoni-c rhe natural heal-
ing processes. On several occasions Jesus
did not heal instantaneously. When
Paul prayed over Eutychus in Ephesus,
apparently he was not healed im-
mediateiy. After Paul prayed, he "talked
a long while, even until the break of
day, so he departed" (Acts 20:11). Later
the young man was presented to the
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church, where everyone rejoiced. Ap-
parently the ful l  heal ing took place
after Paul had f inished his sermon, ate
his breakfast, and left  the church.
W h e n  p r a y i n g  f o r  h e a l i n g ,
remember God may instantly heal the
sickness, but at the same t ime He may
allow the natural processes of the body
to restore health. Even a doctor knows
that when he operates or prescribes
medicine he is not heal ing the patient.
The bodv natural lv heals i tself  after a
tumor is cut out or a malignant organ is
removed. I f  God performs a miracle
regarding your sickness, He may al low
\ /Ar r r  nh . t . i . r l  h^ , .1 . ,
,  -  * .  I  , .  ' '  . -  * .  t o  r e g a l n  l t s
previous strength through the natural
p rocess  o fd ie t ,  rcs t '  o r  cxcrc ise .
6. Recognile that Cod heals through
"intermediate" instTLrments or means.
\ i lhen James teaches us to cal l  for the
elders, he adds, "anoint ing him with oi l
in  rhe  name o f  the  Lord"  (James 5 :14) .
Some commentators intcrpret "oi l"  to
mean med ic ine ,  imp ly ing  some were
perhaps doctors who applied medica-
t ion  fo r  hea l ing .  Some commentar ies
teach that "oi l"  is the Holy Spir i t  and a
person needs His "baptism" or anoint-
ing to be physical ly healed. God does
work through medication. Men made
in the image of God have the abi l i ty to
discover the functions and disfunctions
of the human body. Through medical
science, doctors possess advanced
technology to treat physical problems
far beyond the expectat ions of our
grandfathers. Because God the Creator
knows the biology of a man, He can
control the functions through divine
intervention or through the use of
modern medicine which He has made
available through research.
Those who refuse to consult with
medical doctors are not act ing in faith,
but sheer stupidity. l f  God had not
chosen to use doctors, He would not
have al lowed Luke the physician to
travel with Paul, perhaps extending the
apostle's usefulness so that the gospel
could be spread around the world.
7. Healing cannot go beynd the nature
of God. Some Christ ians presump-
tuously ask God to do what He has
never promised or to act against His
nature. One faith-healer claimed that a
person was healed so he could see
through a glass eye. Not to be outdone,
a second faith-healer claimed that he
turned a glass eye into a real one. Faith-
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healers have claimed that people have
grown fingers or new organs, or they
have made other claims contrarv to the
nature of God. In the act of healing,
God removes the cause of pain or He
relieves suffering. He may activate an
organ or l imb that had ceased to func-
tion or heal by stopping deterioration.
For example, to heal a man of
cancer, God can respond to his prayer
of faith and remove the cancer. But
would God create a new organ that has
been destroyed by cancer? If God
would do that, He would again enter
into the role of Creator. The Scriptures
teach that "He had rested from all his
work which God created and made"
(Gen. Z:3). This does not mean God
could not create a new organ, for God
can do anything. But God does not
show us all His power at once. God
could continually heal a person so that
he outl ives Methuselah, or never dies
ti l l  this earth is judged. But God abides
by His plan for man.
Conclusion
he average Christ ian has a
number of misconceptions
about heal ing, and when he
gives i t  consideration, he
scldom thinks about the fatth aspect of
hea l ing .  Those who want  to  g row in
faith cannot deny i ts bibl ical use in
hea l ing .  Ac tua l l y ,  Chr is t ians  have no
estimation of how often God has healed
people in response to the "prayer of
faith." In keeping with the total
teaching of the Bible, no one should
minimize the fact that God will heal to-
day .  A t  the  same t ime,  hea l ing  shou ld
be viewed in the total l ight of revelat ion
and not maxtmiTed. The main emphasis
is never on the act ofheal ing or the per-
son healed. The primary focus should
be Jehovah-God who heals. O
CORRECTION
Ronn Read, '78 LBS was incorrectly
listed as starting Immanual Baptist
Church, Quincy, Illinois. Rev. Read
planted Lighthouse Baptist Church
in Quincy, I l l inois, in January
of 1982.
Presenting
Evangelist
Tim Lee
Novv hear Evangelist Tim Les,
one of America's most vvidely
used evangelists,
preaching three special messages
that have been ussd of
God to stir hearts:
AMERICA: THE CROWN lS FALLEN. An
outstanding m€ssag€ del ivergd in the pressnc€
of many preachers and a gr€at host of news
medi€ in the midst of  th€ Louisvi l le,  Nebraska,
battle involving F6ith Baptist Church and th€
jailing of Pastor Ev€r€tt Sil6v6n.
PEBSONAL TESTIMONY ('F EI'ANGELIST
TIM LEE. An amazing mossag€ that tel ls how
th€ son of a Bsptist preacher joined the Morine
Corp, got awey from God, and lost his legs in
the Viet Nam War. Tells of Dr. Lee's call to
pr€ach and the amazing way in which God has
bl€ssod thie Evangel ist .
ROCK and ROLL MUSIG. This messag€ was
preached at the homes of Dr. L€ster Roloff,
Greatly used of God, this m€ssage points out
th€ p€ri la,  contain€d in this hideous tool  of
Satsn cal led rock and rol l  music.  A must taD€
for anyon€ having probl€ms with rock music.
Dr.  Lse's messag€g are nqt sold for a
designated amount.  They are avai labl€ on a lov6
off€r ing besis only.  A handsome 8"x1O" color
l i thogreph pr int  of  Or.  Tim Lee in his Marine
Corps Dr€ss Blue Uniform will b€ s6nt to any
person eending a love offer ing of 915.OO or
moro. Please mak€ a check payable to:  Tim Lee
Revival  Ministr i€s.
TIM LEE REVIVAL MINISTRIES
5517 N.W. 23rd Str€6t
Oklahoma City, Oklahom 73127
Enclosed is a lovo offering for the
following tape(s). Amount
n AMERICA: THE CROWN lS FALLEN
I PERSONALTESTIMONY OF
EVANGELISTTIM LEE
n ROCK and ROLL MUSIC
Pleas€ s€nd tape(al to:
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Don ilorman
hush quickly spreads over the
thousands in the immense
auditorium of the Thomas
Road Baptist Church in Lynchburg,
Virginia. As he sings, "Surely the
Presence of the Lord Is in This Place," i t
is evident from his intense and wor'
shipful spir i t  that Don Norman knows
the real i ty of the presence of Jesus
Christ in his 1ife. His singing reflects his
desire to communicate Christ to al l
with whom he comes in contact.
Don Norman 's  gent le  sp i r i t  and
joyful radiance have not resulted from
a life immune to hardship. lndeed, he
has known heartache, heartbreak, and
disappointment. I t  is his posit ive
response to God's deal ings in his l i fe
and in that of his family that has made
him a choice and usable vessel to God.
He loves to sing about the One who he
knows makes no mistakes.
Many who hear Don Norman sing
weekly on the "Old-Time Gospel
Hour" do not know that he is the
te lev is ion  program's  execut ive  pro-
ducer. Besides being a dedicated hus-
band and the father of six children, he
is Jerry Falwell's executive assistant and
the pastoral coordinator of the Thomas
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,Road Baptist Church ministries.
Born and reared in Winston'Salem,
North Carolina, Don began singing
publicly in a l itt le Methodist church
when he was just two and a half years
o1d. Throughout his childhood and
early adulthood, Don sang regularly in
his family's l i tt le church. He was a
moral young man who believed that he
was a Christian because he had passed
several religion classes and had been
confirmed in the church. He believed
this unti l, at a revival meeting in a
church on the outskirts of his
hometown, he heard the gospel
message of  the death,  bur ia l ,  and
Resurrection of Jesus Christ. In that
cinder-block church with its wooden
benches and wood-shaving floor, Don
was saved as he repented of his sins and
acknowledged Jesus Christ as his per-
sonal Savior on March 21, 1952.
Just  l3  years o ld then,  Don would
sit by the family radio every day, listen
to gospel music by the hour, and sing
different harmony parts. He continued
to use the talent God had entrusted to
him throughout high school and in col-
1ege, singing with a quartet he formed.
In his third year in college he joined
Tribute
toa
Ioving
Father
by Ruth McCIeIIan
The Harvester's Quartet, a professional
gospel quartet. After two years with the
quartet, Don married his childhood
and high school sweetheart, Nancy
Irvin.
As Don looks back over his life, he
marvels at God's goodness to him, and
His patient working in his l i fe, con-
forming him to the image of Jesus
Christ. "God prepared me for many
vears for the ministrv He has entrusted
to me here at Thomas Road Baptist
Church," Don says today.
During eight years of travel with
The Harvester's Quartet, touring the
United States and Canada and averag-
ing more than 100,000 miles annually,
Don learned the supreme joy of daily
ministering to people and leading many
to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.
He continued in a similar ministry with
the Landmark Quartet for two and a
half years. As a Sunday school ad-
ministrator at Landmark Baptist Tem-
ple in Cincinnati for five years, Don
learned how to work with people to
build a strong local church and Sunday
school. From working as an associate
pastor for a year, while l iving in two
small rooms with four little children,
Don learned to trust God alone for his
family's needs and to set his affections
on things above, not on things on this
eartn.
But perhaps of a1l the lessons God
has so graciously taught Don Norman,
there is one Don values so highly that
as he speaks about it, tears mist his
eyes.
After they were married, Nancy
lived in a one-room apartment and
worked while Don traveled. As the
years passed and children were born to
them-Donnie-Tony-Dana-and new
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opportunities for ministry and travel con-
sumed Don's time and energy, he and
Nancy grew apart. Nancy let bitterness
rob her of joy and fellowship with God.
She resented Don's traveling and the
loneliness it brought her. She complained
about having to raise their children by
herself. She sought escape in diet pills
and soap operas. She struggled alone
when her mother had both legs am-
putated and later suffered a stroke.
Hoping that another baby would help
their relationship, Nancy had become
pregnant with their fourth child. \7hen a
precious little girl was born to them,
whom they named April, neither Don
nor Nancy knew then that she would be
an instrument God would use to change
their lives. This special little girl was born
physically and mentally retarded. !ilhen
this was discovered, Don and Nancy
blamed each other-Don's travels-Nan-
cy's neglect of good health.
After months of unrest, they finally
acknowledged their sin and inter-
nalized Romans 8:28,29. As they were
able to face and accept these words of
Scripture, they were able to face each
other .  They asked each other 's
forgiveness and began to rebuild a rela-
tionship that had deteriorated. Don
realized he had, in many ways, failed as a
husband and father and began to work
on being the leader God intended him to
be. Nancy confessed her bitterness
toward God and began to develop
qualities of a godly wife and mother.
Today Don and Nancy manifest a
love toward each other and toward their
family that is rare and that results from
close communion with God, Their warm
and humble spirits reveal to the
thousands to whom they sing and
minister the glory of. the lord Jesus
Christ whom they love and serve joyful-
ly .
Don jokingly explains to audiences
that their first two children were born in
North Carolina; the next two were born
in Ohio; and their last two were born in
Lynchburg, Virginia-they are not plan-
ning to move againl Don and Nancy's
oldest son, Donnie, recently married
Vanessa Davis. They are planning a life
of service, teaching and working with
young people.
Little April is a very special part of the
Norman household. Although she never
speaks, she has been God's silent
messenger to bring a very special ove and
the sensitive qualities of patience,
tenderness, and tolerance to the
Norman family. She is a constant
reminder that God makes no mistakes.
The shower that was brought in April
has flowered into a home filled with the
radiant love of Jesus Christ-surely the
presence of the Lord is in that place. !
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An Akernatiue to Legalism
continued from page 15
others  (Rom.  14 :1 ,4 ) .
Third, we must teach the principles
. . r  Q - - i - , , , - ^  - r L ^ , .  - - . . , , i r a 1 .  G o d  w a n r s
us to honor Him, dress modestly, and
improve the  inner  man (1  Petc r  j : l -4 ) .
Ler us teat 'h people t l iat t l rcy arc
responsible to God pcrsonally in these
matters. Let us teach thcm about thc
power of the Holy Spir i t  and how to
use l t .
Final ly, wc must bc honest u' i th
each other ar.rd rvith young people.
Christtcn liberly ls the
treedom lo choose to do
right without a system ol
rules or qn ever-present
cuthority lorcing you to
do right.
Lct ' s  say ,  "Ru lcs  n ,on ' t  makc  you
sp i r i tua l . "  Le t ' s  admi t  tha t  ru lcs  can
sometimcs be hclpful ancl that \ \re mAy
tusc thcm in the future, but u'e s' i l l  r-rot
makc  the i r  keep i r . rg  a  gaugc o f  sp i r i tua l i -
t y .
Lct 's chal lcrrgc young peoplc l ' i th
honesty ar-rd thc truth rrr. l  do i t  opcnlv.
Lct 's not be afraid of or,rr cr i t ics. Tl-r is
u' i l l  takc great c()uragc and rvisclom, but
i t  needs  to  be  donc .
Why can't  \ \ 'c sayr "Young 1'rcoplc,
t l-re length of your hair has nothing tcr
do rvit l -r  your rclat ionshi l ' r  to Gotl ,  but
u'c l 'oulcl l ikc you to look clc:rn ancl
s c r r r h l . . ' J .  l r  I r c l 1 . .  t h t ' i n r r g r ' ( ) f  ( ) u r
5s116ol. "
Why can't  \ \ 'c say, "Your n-r ind is
irnportant to y()r lr  spir i tual gro\\ ' thr sL)
, l , r , r ' t , ' r ' r . , r r , .  i r  r ,  r  f i l r h " /
Wl-ry can't  \ \ 'c say, "Mtrsic is a gif t  of
God.  S tudy  i t  to  l carn  about  i t s  nob i l i t y
irnd purpose," rather thar-r providir-rg a
l ist of ur-rncr:eptablc music and a slcdge
hammcr?
I ' l l  tcl l  you u'hy. 
'Wc 
arc afraicl  that
the  .1  t t t 'm o f  g re ,c  enJ  t l rc  1 . . \ \ ' ( ' r  o [
t l-rc Holy Spir i t  i r-r thc l ives of pcople
ri ' i l l  not real iy u'ork. I t  rr ' i l l  embarrass
the system. We are afraicl ,  so u'e make
all  t l -rc . lccisions for people by rcducing
tl-re Christ ian l i fc to a set of rulcs. We
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real ly bel ieve they wil l  not ever choose
to do r ight. Vel l ,  some wil l - i f  there is
any real i ty in what we profess to
he l i cve .  l [  men cannot  be  taught  to
vo lun tar i l y  res t ra in  the i r  l ibc r ry ,  the
system has fai led and Christ ianity is
po'"verless.
We need to develop honesty and
couragc rvhen rvc deal with lcgal ism. I t
. ,vi l l  amaze us to learn l-rou,bel ievers re-
spond to honesty-and compassion. D
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Save-A-Baby Ministry
Requires an M.S.IX/. degee
from an accredited school
of social work and seminary
education,/training. A
knowledge of Virginia State
l icensing requirements for
chi ld caring inst i tut ions and
child placing agencies is
desired. Previous
administrative and oastoral
experience would be
heloful. Contact Dave
Fleming, Director of
Ministries, Thomas Road
Baptist Church, Lynchburg,
Virginia 94514,
804/239-9981, ext. 3006.
r(q')\v(a
T.T. Shields: A Soldier in the Field
(( have resigned from the diplomatic corps. I am a
soldier in the field." That was T.T. Shields' suc'
cinct explanation of his ongoing and high-profile
opposition to modernism or theological liberalism.
The Canadian preacher was in the forefront of the ranks
of those who contended during the 1920s and later against
the rising tide of liberalism then engulfing North American
Prolestantism. \Uith W.B. Riley of Minneapolis and J. Frank
Noiris of Fort Worth, he was part of a Fundamentalist rium-
virate whose presence was guaranteed to fill the continent's
largest auditoriums.
That high visibility and the fact that, in such rallies,
Shields spoke on polemical themes, led to a public perception
of him as merely "a battling Baptist." lt is indeed true that he
contended strenuously for what he was persuaded was the
historic Christian faith, but one fails to understand or ap-
preciate him if he is simply dismissed as a cantankerous' con'
tentious Bible-thumper.
Pastor of Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, from 1910
until his death in 1955, he obviously had earned the respect
and affection of the historic congregation that honored his
wish "to go to heaven from Jarvis Street." In those 45 years in
one church, he was revered as a great preacher, faithful
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pastor, and as a contender for the faith
at a time when it was under heavy at-
tack.
In describing his conversion at age
17, Shields stated simply, "l rested in
the !7ord of the Lord." Those eight
words could well serve as a concise
summary of his life perspective. Once
convinced that a course of action was
in keeping with what he believed to be
scriptural, he refused to be turned
aside.
Shields began preaching in 1894,
three years after his conversion, Like
John Bunyan and Charles H. Spurgeon
before him, he attended no liberal arts
college, Bible college, or seminary. His
father-also T.T. Shields-was a pastor
and a former teacher. "He was my
pastor and my theological teacher," the
younger Shields would later state, "and
I think that all I ever learned. I learned
from him."
Once convlnced that c
@ulse ol ac'llon was ln
keeplng wtth whcil he
belleved to be scrlptwal,
he relused to be lumed
cdde.
In spite of that lack of formal higher
education, he was an educated man
with a wide range of interests. A study
of his sermons demonstrates that he
had a thorough grasp ofScriptures and
a broad acquaintance with literature,
history, and contemporary life.
After serving in several pastorates
and, for one year, in evangelistic work,
he was called in 1910 to the pastorate of
Toronto's Jarvis Street Baptist Church,
the most influential church of the Bap-
tist denomination in Canada. From
that time forward, the names of Jarvis
Street Baptist Church and T.T. Shields
were intertwined.
At the 1919 meeting of the Baptist
Leslie K. Tarr is
Professor f
C-rnnmwtiratiux at Central
fupttst Snlnary, Toronto,
Ontario.
Convention of Ontario and Quebec,
Shields clearly emerged as the recog-
nized leader of the Fundamentalists or
Evangelicals within the denomination.
He had protested against an editorial in
the denominational paper and against
the theological drift it signalled. An
aroused convention overwhelmingly
supported his protest and called for
vigilance.
From that time forward, he was in-
volved in what has come to be called
the Modernist-Fundamentalist con-
troversy. ln addition to being pastor of
a large church, he was engaged in a far-
ranging schedule of activities that
would tax the combined endurance of
several men.
In 1922, Shields established The
Gospel Witness, a weekly paper whose
circulation at one time was 30.000.
Published by the church, it carried his
sermons, news of the Modernist-
Fundamentalist struggle, a Sunday
school lesson, and the editor's com-
ments on many subjects and issues.
'When 
the Baptist Bible Union was
organized in 1923, Shields was chosen
to be its first president. Although the
vast majority of its supporters were
American Fundamentalists, they chose
the Canadian preacher to be their
spokesman.
Meanwhile in the Toronto church,
he led in vigorous outreach and
growth. Following the lead of Norris in
Fort Vorth. Shields announced that
the church would institute morning
Sunday school to replace the afternoon
pattern that was accepted everywhere.
Within months, Jarvis Street Baptist
Church had the largest Sunday school
in Canada, a distinction it enjoyed for
many years.
At the same time, the church was
experiencing revival. During the decade
of the twenties, three weekly prayer
meetings were held at the church, and
hundreds were converted each year in
the congregation's regular services and
evangelistic campaigns. Those cam-
paigns brought to Toronto prominent
American Fundamentalists such as
N o r r i s ,  R i l e y ,  S t r a t t o n ,  a n d
Neighbour. (At that stage, the
American brethren must have been
prepared to accept or overlook their
eschatological differences with Shields
who opposed dispensationalism and
was an amillenialist.)
In addition to his duties as the ac-
tive editor of a weekly paper, his
pastoral duties in a large church, and
his wide-ranging ministry on behalf of
the Baptist Bible Union, Shields sought
to alert Canadian Baptists to the drift
in their denomination.
Shtelds contlnued untll lrls
death ln 1955, <rt cge 81,
to be a domlnant torce ln
Ccsrqdlcn rellglous llle.
He had been elected in 1920 to the
Board of Governors of the denomina-
tion's McMaster University and, by
1922, expressed concern at the school's
theological direction. Until 1925, he
was upheld by the vote of the conven-
tion in his attempts to halt the drift. In
1974, he was re-elected to the universi-
ty's board.
Shields's opponents began to score
points against him only when they
determined that the university and
denominational officials should divert
attention from his charges to Shields
himself. Thus. the focus was not to be
upon whether or not the allegations
were true but rather upon whether or
not the Jarvis Street pastor was conten-
tious in disposition and abrasive in
manner.  (Even h is  f r iends and
defenders would have difficultv in
dismissing that criticism offhand, but
that hardly altered the validity of the
accusations he made.)
Led by Professor L.H. Marshall,
who had come to the universitv in
1925, the opposition succeeded, at the
1926 convention, in having a motion
passed that informed the Jarvis Street
Church that, unless he apologized for
his actions, its pastor would no longer
be an acceptable delegate to future con-
ventions. It also called on Shields to
resign from the university's board.
The 1927 convention voted to ex-
clude from its membership Jarvis Street
Church and 12 other congregations
which, in the previous 12 months, had
organized an evangelical missionary
and educational association to operate
within the convention. On their expul-
sion from the denomination. Shields
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and his supporters proceeded to
organize the Union of Regular Baptist
Churches of Ontario and Quebec
which, by 1930, included in its ranks 89
;"#;::,'."""s 
and about 1o'ooo
Earlier in 1927, he founded Toronto
Baptist Seminary which, modeled after
Spurgeon's Pastors College, was owned
and operated by the local church. The
seminary operates unto this day.
Shields continued until his death in
1955, at age 81, to be a dominant force
in Canadian religious life. Although
the Baptist Bible Union was phased out
in the early thirties and its three major
figures were occupied in regional con-
cerns, Shields continued to exert a
great influence outside of Canada.
Through Tlv Gospe| .Witness, the
church's long-wave and short-wave
radio broadcasts. and addresses in
churches and conventions, he was one
of the leading Fundamentalists of the
time.
Shields was a great preacher.
\(/. Robertson Nicoll, founder and
editor of the influential British Weekly,
described him as "the Canadian
Spurgeon." Dr. V.l. Masters, editor of
the Southern Baptist paper Westem
Recorder, maintained he was "one of
the ablest, most gifted and profound
Baptist preachers on the North
American continent." Dr. George W.
Truett once told the editor of The
Watclvnan-Examiner that, in his opin-
ion, there were few men in the English-
speaking world who were equal to
Shields as a preacher.
Even his critics could not dismiss
him as an ignorant ranter and pulpit-
pounder. His sermons, still widely
distributed, were characterized by
biblical conrent, flawless English,
evangelistic fervor, devotional warmth,
and practical application. Nor were
they sermonettes. A typical Shields ser-
mon was one hour or more in lengthl
Although he was a committed Fun-
damentalist, Shields lamented what he
described as "evangelistic clap-trap." A
service in Jarvis Street could aptly have
been described as evangelism with
dignity. The stately old hymns and the
psalms and the accompaniment of the
great pipe organ would never be forgot-
ten by those who attended the church.
At the same time, however, Shields
used and appreciated the hymns and
gospel songs found in the familiar
Sacred Songs and Solos.
He had stern words for lifeless or-
thodoxy. "The longer I live and the
more opportunity I have to observe life,
the more I am convinced that the first
requisite of any preacher is that he
should be a good man," he contended.
"I should be the last man in the world
to discount the value of orthodox and
correct religious opinion. You cannot
be too biblical. But if there is one thing
that is more dishonoring to God than
modernism, it is unspiritual, inconsis-
tent evangelicalism."
His critics have charged that Shields
was unable to work harmoniously with
others over a long period of time, and
they cited his record of differences with
various colleagues and the upheavals in
which he was involved over the years.
Even an admirer of Shields could hard-
ly dismiss that criticism as unfounded.
In contrast to some fundamental
and evangelical forecasters of unre-
lieved gloom and doom on the horizon
for mankind, Shields maintained that,
to the contrary, revival might be
ahead. "l have no fellowship whatever
with that religious pessimism which
sanctimoniously declares that all we
have to do is wait for the coming of
Christ and that there cannot be any
more revivals," he contended in a ser-
mon preached 14 months before his
death. "l do not believe it. I am sure
that it is not according to the teaching
of God's Word. It wouid be just like our
gracious God to give this wicked world
another chance before the thunder-
bolts of judgment fall."
That sense of God's sovereignty, a
firm reliance on the Bible as God's
'\Uord, 
the certainty of judgment, the
wonder of God's mercy, and the reality
of divine spiritual visitation were con-
stants in the life of this man who was
one of the major figures in the Chris-
tian story during the first half of this
century. D
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e  r e a d  i n
Romans 8:9,
"Now if any
man have not the Spirit of
Christ. he is none of his."
Every believer who believes on
Christ, having been born of
the Spirit, must, of necessity,
have the Spirit. Everybody
who has ever been born from
above has the Holy Ghost in
some measure; for "if any man
have not the Spirit of Christ,
he is none of his." If you have
not the Holy Ghost, then you
are not a Christian: to say that
one may be a Christian with-
out having the Holy Spirit is
absolutelv to denv the teach-
ing of God's \ford. Everybody who has been born again has
the Spirit; and if he has not the Spirit, he has not been born
again, and he is none of Christ's. But the believer-do not
make any mistake-may, alas, grieve the Spirit, he may oppose
the Spirit, he may live at a poor dying rate, crowding the Spirit
out of much of his life; but if the very life of God is in him, it
was implanted there by the regenerating grace of the Spirit,
and that life is the life that beats from God, it is eternal life, and
will always remain. \7e may grieve the Spirit, but, on the other
hand, it is our privilege so to yield to the Spirit that every
avenue of our nature will be open to Him; and we may "be filled
with the Spirit."
Every true beiiever has the Holy Spirit, and it is our
privilege now to surrender to Him absolutely, day by day, hour
by hour, and all through life, yielding ourselves to His domina-
tion, that our lives may be flooded by the divine Energy, that
we may be under His control, and that the fruits of the Spirit
may appear in our lives. If you have not the Spirit you are none
of His. What a terrible fate that would be, to have no part
whatever in Jesus Christ, to be none of His! What a terrible
thing if His cross had no relation to me, if His grave were not
my grave; His resurrection not my resurrection; His ascension
and intercession at the Father's right hand of no profit
whatever to me; if I had no part in the inheritance of the
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saints; if the blessed hope of
His return were no joy at all to
mel If I have not the Spirit, if I
have not been born again-l
may be a professor in theol-
ogy, I may be conspicuous in
religious leadership of some
sort; but if I have not the
Spirit, then I do not belong to
Christ. Do not beg the ques-
tion, that is the plain matter
of fact: if you have not been
born of the Holy Ghost, quick-
ened by d iv ine power,
wnatever you are or are not,
whatever you have or have
not. vou are none of Christ's.
Oh, that we may be sure of
our interest in Himl
I must ask a few questions:
Is it possible that a man who
denies the Authority of the
Scriptures, Breathed by the
Spirit, inspired by the Holy
Ghost-Is it possible that a
man who denies the God-breathed Scriptures, has the Spirit of
Christ? or, in such denial, is speaking by the Spirit of Christ?
God cannot deny Himself; and the Holy Spirit will never deny
His Own signature, nor repudiate the authority of that Sford
which He has inspired. I do not care how amiable a man may
be, how engaging his personality, how excellent his character,
how winsome and attractive in his relationships with men-l
afiirm that the man who denies the supreme authority of the
Bible as the \7ord of God is not speaking by the Spirit of
Christ, whatever he has. The Holy Ghost will not deny that
which He has written.
A brother came to me the other day and said, "You ought
to love Dr. Fosdick." I said, "l do love him as a poor benighted
sinnerl but as a Christian teacher I absolutely repudiate him,
and regard him as an enemy of the gospel." Someone will say,
"You ought to have the'Spirit of Christ.' " Well, I ask you this:
Can a man have the Holy Spirit who repudiates the virgin
birth and the essential Deity of Jesus Christ? How came Christ
into the world? He was begotten of the Holy Ghost. He had
but one human parent: "But when the fulness of the time was
come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under
the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we
might receive the adoption of sons." The promise of Scripture
was that the "seed of the woman" should bruise the serpent's
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head. Jesus Christ was the son of Mary,
but He was not the son of Joseph. The
Scripture says that He was divinely
begotten. Will any man tell me that the
man who intrudes upon that holy
Mystery and dares to deny-as Fosdick
and many of his schools do-the truth
of that Scripture which says, "The Holy
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the
power of the Highest shall overshadow
thee: therefore also that holy thing
which shall be born of thee shall be
called the Son of God"-the Holy
Ghost will never deny that; and the
man who denies it, who says that it in-
volves a "biological miracle that is in.
credible to the modern mind," simply
exemplifies the truth that the carnal
mind is enmity against God-but I say
that the man who denies that is of the
flesh, and cannot please God. The Holy
Spirit will never deny that Jesus Christ
is, with the Father and the Holy Ghost,
one God.
C"n i, be said that the Holy Spirit is
speaking through the man who denies
the efficacy of the precious blood, or the
vicariousness of the atonement of Jesus
Christ? lt is very wonderful, dear friends,
to observe that the whole work of
redemption was participated in, and is
participated in, by the whole Godhead,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. When
Jesus began His public ministry He was
buried beneath Jordan's wave, and the
heavens opened, and the Spirit of God,
in the form of a dove. descended and
lighted upon Him, and a voice from
heaven said, "This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased"-when, by His
baptism, our Lord prophesied and
predicted His death in our behalf going
into the grave and coming out of the
grave, the Father and the Holy Ghost ap-
proved of His act.
And what saith the Scriptures about
that atonement? Let me read a few verses
from the epistle to the Hebrews. What is
the significance of the blood of Christ ?
Listen: "But Christ being come an high
priest of good things to come, by a
greater and more perfect tabernacle, not
made with hands, that is to say, not of
this building; neither by the blood of
goats and calves, but by his own blood he
entered in once into the holy place, hav-
ing obtained eternal redemption for us.
For ifthe blood ofbulls and ofgoats, and
the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the
unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of
the flesh"-mark this, will you?-"how
much more shall the blood of
Christ"-the blood of Christl How was it
shed?-"how much more shall the blood
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered himself without spot to God,
purge your conscience from dead works
to serve the living God?" The "eternal
Spirit" was in that great Sacrifice; it was
through the "eternal Spirit" that Jesus
Christ offered Himself without sDot for
us: God the Holy Ghost was at Calvary,
and by His power Jesus offered Himself;
and the Holy Spirit will never repudiate
the atonement which was there ac-
complished. And I say openly and frank-
ly and without apology, that the man
who denies that salvation is through the
blood of Christ, and the blood of Christ
alone, whoever he may be, has not the
Spirit of Christ-the Holy Ghost will
never deny that.
No ^".r speaking by the Holy Spirit
will ever boast of human goodness.
"They that are in the flesh," I repeat,
"cannot please God;" we must be born
again in order to please God. The special
function of the Holy Ghost is to convict
of sin and righteousness and judgment.
There is nothing in Scripture to support
the theory that there are elements of in.
destructible goodness in the narural man:
"All have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God;" we are "dead in trespasses
and sinsl" "For in me (that is, in my flesh)
dwelleth no good thing." You remember
the gross, inexcusable comment which
Professor Marshall made on that verse
when I challenged him on that point:
"Did I say that the spiritual instinct was
in the liver? Did I say it was in the lights?
Did I sav it was in the blood? I said
nothing of the sort." What is the mean-
ing of that Scripture? Paul is speaking of
the fleshly nature, the carnal mind: and
that which is born of the flesh is flesh un-
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t i l  i t  is quickencd by the Spir i t ,  and he
s a i d ,  " ] n  m e ,  i n  t h a r  n a t u r a l  s t a t e ,
dwellcth no good thing." And men who
are speaking by the Holy Ghost do not
speak l ike that in contradict ion of the
teaching of thc Word of God.
And so of the whole category of
revealed truth. Who is the Holy Spir i t?
Vho or what is the Spirit of Christ? The
Spir i t  of Christ is the Holy Spir i t ,  the
Sp i r i r  o f  T ru th ;  and the  Sp i r i r  o f  T rurh
has  no  concord  w i th  un t ru th ,  the  Sp i r i t
of Light has no agreement with darkness.
"He wil l  guide you into al l  truth." Pi late
asked, "What is truth?" and went away
without an answer. Can you answer
it-whrit  is truth J I  t 'an answer i t  -n\ )t  on
my own account, but from the Book.
T h i s  i s  t h c  a n s w e r :  " S a n c t i f y
rhem"-Jcsus  sa iJ  in  H is  h igh  pr ies t l y
prayer in thc scventeenth chapter of
John-"Sanctify them through thy truth:
thy word is truth." God's Word is truth
without any admixture of error, for i t  is
inspired by the Spir i t  of Truth; and no
rnan den ies  tha t  WorJ  hy  rh . '  H , r l y
Ghost- i t  is some other spir i t ,  not the
Spirit of Christ that lcads lnen to a denial
of the \ilord of God.
A
Are  * "  thcn  t t r  bc  chargcd w i th  no t
having the Spir i t  because we warn men
of the dangers of the day? Has the Holy
Spirit anything to say about that ? Listen:
" N o w  t h e  S p i r i t  s p e a k e t l - r
expressly"-and the idea is that He dic-
tates the words, that He speaks with ex-
press  words- " the  Sp i r i t  speakc th  ex-
press ly " -  whnt  has  the  Sp i r i t  t ( )
say?-"that in the lattcr t imes some shall
depart from the faith, giving heed to
seducing spir i ts, and doctr ines of devi ls;
speaking l ies in hypocrisy; having thcir
conscience seared with a hot iron." The
Word of God says that i t  is the Holy
Spir i t  that expressly warns us that in
the latter times some will depart from
the fa i th .  Are  wc runn ing  cour r tc r  to
the Spir i t  when we cal l  attention to the
very  rh ings  tha t  the  Sp i r i t  teaches ,
when we warn men to be on their
guard?
Jesus Christ returned from His temp-
tat ion in the power of the Spir i t ,  and
wrought in the power of the Spirit, for
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are
one; and listen for a moment to what the
Spir i t  of Christ says through the l ips of
Christ about false teaching: "Woe unto
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for
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ve shur  r rn  the  k  inpdt rm o f  heaven
aga ins t  men:  fo r  ye  nr : i ther  go  in
yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are
entering to go in. Woe unto you, scribes
and Pharisees, hypocritesl for ye devour
widows' houses, and for a pretence make
long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the
greater damnation. Woe unto you,
scribes and Pharisees, hypocritesl for ye
compass sea and land to make one pros-
elyte"-and let me rcmind you that this
thing against wl-rich we do battle does e n-
compass sea and land l i teral ly to make
proselytes; i t  is the most aggressive t l-r ing
in the world, a pesti lcnt ial rodent, gnaw-
ing i ts way into cvery rel igious l ' rouse'
' lVhat does He say of that ancient
t imc-"and when he is made, ye make
him twofold more thc chi ld of hel l  than
yourselves"-it was the Spirit of God that
said thatl  I  have only t imc to pick out a
few passages-"Woe unto you, scribes
and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are l ike
unto whited sepulchres, which indecd ap-
pear beauti ful outward, but are wit l-r in
ful l  of dead men's bones, and of al l
ur-rcleanness." Then He concludes His
terrible indictment with these words: "Fill
ye up the n the measure of Your
fathers"-the Spir i t  of Christ is speaking
when He says-"ye serpents' ye genera-
t ion of vipers, how can ye escape thc
damnation of hel l?" To whom werc they
spoken? To false tcachers, to pcople who
were bl ind guides, leading people to
destruction, in opposit ion to t l .rc Word
and wil l  of Cod.
My brethren, let us speak tl-re truth ir-r
love always; but as we have the Spir i t  of
Christ I am persuaded that we shall stand
uncompromisingly by this Book, and for
thc eternal veri t ies of the faith.
A
f \ re  thcre  any  unconver ted  hcrc  th is
morning? Are there any that are none of
Chr is r ' s l  l t  i s  nor  impor tan t  tha t  you
should be a member of the church-
although al l  Christ ians ought to belong
to the body of Christ's people. It is not so
serious i f  you have but l i t t le money ar-rd
few friends, or if, indeed, you have poor
health; but to be "none of His," to be
without Him, to be on the outside of the
gate, to be in danger of hearing Him say,
"f)enrrr frnm me. I  never knewv l v u r  L
you"-that is a terrible thing. How may
you become His l  By bel iev ing on the
Lord Jesus Christ, by taking this old
Book for what it is, the "Word of God
that l iverh and abideth forever," by
believing that He died, and was buried,
and rose again, and ascended, and is in-
terceding and is coming back again-that
is the whole gospel. Just leavc your sins
with Christ and sing,
"Jcsus paid i t  al l ,
Al l  to Him I owe;
S i n  h a d  l e f t  a  . r i m s o n  s t a i n ,
He washed i t  white as snow."
May we bc  a l l  H is  t . rday  and fo rever .
C
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and His Service for God
The Servant of God
by H.L.lVillmington
ome srx centurles 8.C., a young,
inexperienced, and fearful man
was called by God into special
service. The conversation between the
servant and his master at the time of
his call is recorded for us in the vouns
man's own words.
Then the word of the Lord came un-
to me, saying, before I formed thee
in the belly, I knew thee; and before
thou camest forth out of the womb I
sanctif ied thee, and I ordained thee
a prophet unto the nations. Then
said I, Ah, Lord God! behold, I can-
not speak: for I am a child. But the
Lord said unto me, Say not, I am a
child: for thou shalt go to all that I
shall send thee, and whatsoever I
command thee thou shalt speak. Be
not afraid of their faces: for I am
u,ith thee to deliver thee, saith the
Lord. Then the Lord put forth his
hand, and touched my mouth. And
the Lord said unto me, Behold, I
have put my words in thy mouth
$eremiah 1:4-9).
V h  a t  w o  n  d  e r f u  I  w o r d s  o  f
reassurance these must have been! God
thus provided Jeremiah that which he
needed to successfully perform his task.
Many passages in both Old and
New Testament make it crystal clear
that every servant of the Lord has at
his or her personal disposal at least five
heavenly provisions. 'lVhat are these
divine "tools for the trade," given by
the Master himself?
Flrsf, we are given the supernatural
ability to perform our assigned tasks.
This has to do with those various gifts
of the Spirit as described in 1 Corin-
thians 12; Romans 12; and Ephesians 4.
They include the gift of preaching,
teaching, exhorting, helps, and so on.
The purpose of these gifts is twofold: to
glorify God and to edify the body of
Christ (Rev. 4:11; Eph. 4:l l-14).
In secular work it is often said that a
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certain individual is either over-
qualified or underqualified for his or
her job. But not in God's vineyardl
There is a danger here, however, ofnot
polishing and perfecting our gift to the
fullest extent. Paul exhorts Timothy
concerning this very thing on two
specific occasions:
Neglect not the gift that is in thee,
which was given thee by prophecy,
with the laying on of the hands of
the presbytery (1 Tim. 4:14).
\Uherefore I put thee in remem-
brance that thou stir up the gift of
God, which is in thee by the putting
on of  my hands (2 Tim. 1:6) .
Second, God gives us a desire to do
our job. How tragic to hear the many
complaints in the secular world
concerning the hatred people have for
their jobs! It has been observed that if
one does not find happiness in his work
on this earth, he probably won't f ind it
at all. Be that as it may, the servant of
God need never fear this. He or she on
occasion may grow weary in the Lord's
work, but never o/ the work, Later,
Jeremiah became so discouraged that
he submitted his resignation to God.
But he quickly withdrew it. Read his
own testimony.
Then I said, I wil l not make mention
of him, nor speak any more in his
name. But his word was in mine
heart as a burning fire shut up in my
bones, and I was weary with forbear-
ing, and I could not stay (Jer. 20:9).
Third, we are assured of fruit! John
15 has often been called the fruit
chapter. It is in essence a sermon taught
by Christ to His disciples just prior to
His crucifixion. In it Jesus stresses the
following points:
1. 'We are commanded and ordained
to bear fruit (i5:16).
2. If we but abide in Christ. we are
absolutely assured of fruit (15:4),
more fruit (15:2), and much fruit
(  15:8) .
3. All this fruit shall remain (15:16).
4. The process of purging is on occa-
sion necessary to produce the
desired fruit (15:2).
5. The Father Himself is glorified
through this fruit-bearing (15:8).
In the Old Testament, lsrael was
commissioned to bear fruit, but that
nation failed (Hosea 10: l). All believers
now have this assignment. God desires
that the words spoken about Joseph in
the Old Testament be descriptive of us
today.
Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a
fruitful bough by a well; whose
branches run over the wall (Gen.
49:22).
Fourth, God directs us to a specific
field of service. The Bible never teaches
that the need automatically constitutes
the call. Actually, the Lord of the
harvest has a definite section assisned
for each of His reapers. At least t-hree
New Testament examples quickly come
to mind. In Acts 16 Paul began his sec-
ond missionary trip, intending to go
north in Asia Minor. But he was for-
bidden by the Spirit to do this. Finally,
God directed him in a vision (16:9,10)
to go west into Macedonia. The second
example is found in Titus 1:5 when
Paul, speaking under inspiration, com-
mands a restless Titus to stay in Crete!
The final case can be seen in Acts 8. At
this time Philip the evangelist is com-
manded to leave Samaria, where he
was conducting a great revival cam-
paign, and proceed to the desert of
Gaza. This he did, and soon led the
Ethiopian eunuch to Christ.
F/ch, God assures us the proper
amount of time to successfullv comolete
continued on page 55
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Church Drcfile
Los GatosChristian
he members of the five
families who first met in 1882
to begin the Christian Church
in the sleepy little town of Los Gatos,
California, could never have imagined
the changes 100 years would bring. Not
only has the region become a great city
of nearly a mill ion people, but the once
small church now averages 4,400 for
morning worship and 2,300 for evening
services and has an annual budget of
$5 mill ion, sending $1 mill ion of this to
the mission fields of the world.
The independent, fundamental
church began its recent solid growth in
late 1959 when Pastor Marvin Rickard
was called to lead the 83 members.
(This great Christian church does not
believe in baptismal regeneration.)
Pivotal in his early years at the church
was his determination to follow the ad-
vice of a fellow preacher: "Any pastor
worth his salt ought to be able to find
at least two people per week to walk
down the aisle for Christ and the
church. lf he takes two weeks off for
vacations, he wil l personally add 100
new members a year. If you add it up, it
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will take only nine or ten years to add
1,000." From that day on, additions to
the church have not ceased. For several
years the annual average of new
members has exceeded 1.000. three out
of four by salvation and baptism, bring-
ing the present active membership to
more than 6,500.
With a personal commitment to
soulwinning as his foundation, Rickard
began building God's church on several
principles that had formed in his heart.
He was convinced of the need of ex-
pository preaching as opposed to
topical messages built on a single text,
and began preaching through entire
books ofthe Bible, verse by verse. Peo-
ple brought their Bibles and their
friends.
He knew music was vital. He
wanted a choir that prayed as much as
it practiced and selected music that
ministered to hearts, preparing them
for a special blessing in every service.
Believing that people want reality,
not ritual, and that the true sanctuary
is the human heart, not the assembly
area, Pastor Rickard established an at-
mosphere of informality, but not
d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n .  L o v e ,  w a r m t h ,
laughter, and tears flowed through the
body of believers.
Rickard also took the advice of
Henrietta Mears during those early
years as pastor of Los Gatos Christian
Church: "Quality produces quantity."
A prime example immediately surfaced.
A tacky room with broken cribs,
nondescript toys, and a lopsided
playpen could not be called a
"nursery." Dedicated workers, with a
vision of hundreds of infants in the
years to come, decided a bonfire behind
the church seemed in order. Paint. cur-
tains, new toys, cribs, and playpens
completed the transformation. Today
the nursery rooms overflow with 200
infants each Sunday morning.
Quality in other areas has produced
similar results as Pastor Ritkard has led
his people through many building pro-
grams over the past 23 years. A major
relocation put the growing church on
28 acres of land and into a 2,000-seat
auditorium, used for two of three Sun-
day morning services. The third service
is held in the fellowship hall and
averages 600. The morning service is
televised to more than 80,000 sets in a
wide area of northern California.
Presently averaging 3,600, the Sun-
day school is bursting at the seams and
eager to utilize the building that is still
on the drgwing board. Meanwhile,
Sunday school is accomplished in three
sessions-8:00, 9:15, and 11:OO-with a
few classes meeting off-site because of
lack of rooms.
Jerry Boutry, one of 20 pastors on
staff, leads the Youth Department. A
graduate of Liberty Baptist Coliege,
Jerry personally ministers to the Col-
lege Department of over 400 and directs
numerous Bible studies each week. The
High School Department serves more
than 500 students from 40 local high
schools, while the Junior High Depart-
ment involves nearly 300 energetic
youth. Four full-time ministers lead the
Church
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youth work. The present Sports and
Recreation Department now includes
more than 4,000 participants a year,
with two fulltime ministers.
Los Gatos Christian Schools has an
enrollment of 650 students from
kindergarten through ninth grade on
two campuses.
When parking places disappeared
under the steady growth, and people
began parking in areas not approved by
the city, the "Park and Ride" program
was begun. Today 2,500 people park at
any of four locations up to two miles
from the church and ride shuttle buses
to and from services. The buses run
constantly from the lots to church and
back again. The 12 church-owned
buses are supplemented by an addi-
tional l2 leased from a local Christian
firm.
For many of its members, the eve-
ning service at Los Gatos Christian
Church is the highlight of the week.
Music is a kev. as various choirs are
featured each Sunday, followed by
practical messages from the Vord of
God. Pastor Rickard often brings
special guests to his pulpit as an added
blessing for his people.
'!ilhen issues arise that need a strong
Christian voice, Los Gatos Christian
Church, led by its pastor and staff, has
battled the enemy of our souls. When
sympathizers joined with homosexuals
to persuade county and city officials to
adopt ordinances giving special protec-
tion to homosexuals, the church led
the Christian community in soliciting
signatures to put it before the voters.
They then led the battle, joined by
many others, to defeat the issue three-
to-one. "Don't Let It Spread" was their
campaign slogan, an obvious reference
to the degradation in San Francisco, 55
miles north of them.
Pastor Rickard's wife, Joyce, is an ac-
complished pianist and works with the
church music and drama ministry.
They have three children.
Asked the secret to such steady
growth to the body of Christ through
rhe years, Pastor Rickard is likely to
suggest that it is simply the sovereign
will of God. Pressed further, he will in-
vite guests to the conference room
where every morning of the week his
staff is on their knees in prayer, year
after year.
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After Fundamentalism: The Future
of Evangelical Theology
by Bernard Ramm
Harper & Row, 1982, 262 pp.
$  1 4 . 9 5
Reviewed by Gordon H. Clark,
Professor of Philosophy,
Covenant College,
Lookout Mountain, Tennessee
The Enl ightenment of the eigh-
teenth century, Ramm affirms a
dozen t imes, dealt  Christ iani ty a
nearly fatal  blow. No sign of
recovery became visible unt i l  Karl
Barth showed how destructive
cr i t ic ism could be accepted, yet
true rel igion could be salvaged.
Ramm confesses embarrassment
and admits inabi l i ty to def ine
evange l ica l  theo logy  (pp .1 ,2 )  bu t
judges that,  dur ing the Liberal-
Orthodox debate of the late nine-
teenth and early twent ieth cen-
turies, "the controversial doctrines
have been given more importance
than they deserve" (p.1 ) .  The con-
t r o v e r s i a l  d o c t r i n e s ,  a s  t h e
reviewer remembers them in the
G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l i e s  o f  t h e
Presbyter ian Church in the U.S.A.(1  91O,  1  923) ,  were  the  iner rancy
of Scr ipture, the Virgin Bir th,  the
miracles of Christ, His Atonement,
and His Resurrect ion. These are
also the f ive points attacked by the
Auburn Aff i rmation of 1924. Were
they given far more importance
t h a n  t h e y  d e s e r v e d  ?  R a m m
h i m s e l f ,  s i n c e  h e  i s  n o t  a
Presbyterian, may be excused for
not mentioning these particular five
doctrines, but he seems to have in
mind the doctrines of "the Trinity,
the vicarious Atonement, the deity
of Christ, the bodily resurrection"
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(p.7) and a few others. l t  may be
the case, and no doubt ,is, that
Ramm believes some of these doc-
trines: he merely holds that the de-
ity of Christ has been given far
more importance than it deserves.
The conclusion of chapter 1,
though not the last sentence, is
that "Evangel ical  theology must
come to terms with the Enlighten-
ment" (p.10).  He adds, " l  present
Barth's theological methodology
systematically as a viable option for
the future of evangelical theology"( p . 1 2 ) .
I t  is v iable, apparent ly,  because
Barth's "statement on the authori-
ty of Scripture would satisfy the
most orthodox theologian Icf  .
p.571. He defends the virgin bir th,
t h e  b o d i l y  r e s u r r e c t i o n  I c f .
pp.25,301, and the cosmic vis ible
return of Christ"  (p.14).  This state-
ment is patently false. Ramm(p.148) pract ical ly admits that
Warfield would not be satisfied
with Barth's view of Scripture. Nor
would the thousand or so members
of the Evangel ical  Theological
Society. Every one of them has
signed its statement that "The
Bible alone and the Bible in its en-
tirety is the Word of God written
and theref ore inerrant in the
autographs." Barth on the other
hand wrote that "The prophets and
apostles as such, even in their of-
fice, . . . were real historical men as
we are, and. . .  actual ly gui l ty of  er-
ror in their spoken and written
word" (Church Dogmatics, 1,2,
p p . 5 2 8 , 5 2 9 ) .
Though Ramm here, and on
several other pages, asserts that
Barth believes in Christ's bodily
Resurrect ion, one can only con-
clude that he has misunderstood
Barth. While in Washington in
1962, he was asked by Carl  F.H.
Henry, in the presence of several
reporters, whether anything hap-
pened the f irst Easter morning
which would have warranted a
news item by these reporters. The
reporters listened to Barth's cir-
cumlocutory reply, and the United
Press religious editor then told
Henry, "We got the message; it
was No." Barth often mentions the
" r e s u r r e c t i o n , "  b u t  i s  t h e r e
a n y w h e r e  i n  h i s  p o n d e r o u s
volumes an avowal that the tomb
was empty?
Ramm classifies this reaction to
Barth as "obscurant ism" and
" h y p o c r i s y "  | p p . 5 3 , 1 2 4 ,  e t
passim). The hypocrisy consists in
the fact that "The fundamentalists
must live in the modern technolog-
ical world, which in turn is the gift
of science. While denying the rights
of modern science, fundamen-
tal ists abundant ly use modern
science in the propagation of their
own views, as in modern computer
techno logy . . . .  They  do  no t  have a
theology that enables them to live
consistently in the modern world"(p.53).  Does this mean that i f  we
use a typewriter, we are denying
the Trinity?
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The more technical reply is that
P l a t o  a n a c h r o n i s t i c a l l y  d e n i e d
Aristot le 's view that science ar-
rives at fixed truth. For Plato
science is always tentat ive. The
scient ists of 1983 have discarded
every law of physics that my
physics professors taught me 60
years ago in the universi ty.  The rate
of change seems to be continually
increasing. Very l ikely by n.o. 2OOO
the present ly accepted laws wi l l
have been largely replaced. Why
t h e n  s h o u l d  w e  t a k e  t o d a y ' s
science, much less the science of
the eighteenth century Enl ighten-
ment,  as f  ixed truth?
One natural ly supposes that
Ramm would accurately recount
the views of his favori te professor.
But his zeal to defend him against
al l  at tack impedes his pleasant
memories of Basel.  "Al l  the ac-
cusat ions that Barth is an i rra-
t i o n a l i s t . . . a r e  w r o n g  ( p . 7 6 ) .  T h i s
includes my own book, Karl Barth's
Theological Method, stamped with
t h e  s e a l  o f  t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l
Theological  Society and publ ished
by the Presbyter ian and Reformed
Pub l ish ing  Company in  1963.  Now,
this review might give the impres-
sion that I  have a grudge against
Ramm. On the contrary, our con-
tacts,  whi le disappoint ingly infre-
quent over the years, have always
been most fr iendly.  I  wish to thank
him for his kind words about me in
this very volume. But i t  happens
that I  am as much opposed to Barth
as he is favorable. Therefore when
he wri tes: "Evangel icals and others
have accused Barth of being an irra-
t ional ist .  He is accused of f lout ing
the law of contradict ion" (p.79),
and when he says that they are al l
wrong, i t  seems to me proper to
reply.
l f  Ramm in his present book has
m e n t i o n e d  B a r t h ' s  v i e w  o f
paradox, I missed it. Yet Barth,
when he  f i rs t  penet ra ted  the
American scene, was using the
concept  o f  paradox  ra ther  en-
thusiast ical ly.  This denial  of  the law
of contradict ion is Barth's f  i rst
norm for doing theology. His in-
volved sentence is,  "The very
min imum pos tu la te  o f  f  reedom
f rom contradict ion is acceptable
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only upon the very limited inter-
pretation, by the scientific theorist
upon the scarcely tolerable one,
that theology will not assert an ir-
removabi l i ty in pr inciple of the
'contradictions' which it is bound
to make good" (Church Dogmatics,
1 ,1 ,p .8 ) .  H is  we l l -known v iew tha t
God is "Total ly Other" is also an in-
dicat ion that God does not think in
val id forms as we {sometimes} do.
Nor does his pecul iar v iew of the
image of God in man acquit  him of
the accusat ion of i r rat ional ism. The
most that can be said in Barth's
favor is his admission that he had
earl ier made too f  ree a use of
paradox. But such an acknowl-
e d g e m e n t  i s  n o t  a  s u f  f  i c i e n t
de fense,  fo r  even la te r  Bar th
defended a (smal ler)  number of
contradict ions.
Ramm h imse l f  ,  a  b i t  la te r ,
seems to admit that Barth was an
irrat ional ist .  l f  there were no con-
tradict ions in the Bible, i t  would
"mater ial ize the Holy Scripture
land rob i t l  of  i ts spir i tual  and
dynamic  qua l i t y "  (p .149) .  Wel l ,
one must admit that self-contra-
dict ion can be dynamic.
Toward the end of Ramm's para-
graph, he seems to identify rational
with a deduct ion from nonbibl ical
sources, rather than with a use of
val id arguments general ly.  He has
also previously said, " l f  something
external to the Word of God is
necessary to establish the Word of
God as true, then it is greater than
the Word of God" (p.75).  With
th is ,  in  oppos i t ion  to  empi r i ca l
e p i s t e m o l o g y  a n d  e v i d e n t i a l
apologet ics, I  am in enthusiast ic
agreement.  But this is qui te di f-
ferent f  rom just i fy ing f  al lacious
arguments.
Then, furthermore. i t  seems to
me that Ramm as wel l  as Barth
compromises God's omnipotence.
Consider:  "For al l  .  .  .  who st i l l  main-
tain that Holy Scripture is in some
objective sense the Word of God,
Genesis 1-3 pose a very di f f icul t
p rob lem. . . .  There  was obv ious ly
no human observer.  . .  there was
neither wri t ing nor histor ians nor
archives. No other documents or
corroborated data" (p.1OO). Ob-
viously this denies that God had the
power to tell Moses that he had
created the world. Another denial
of omnipotence is the idea that God
c o u l d  n o t  p r e v e n t  t h e  s i n f u l
a p o s t l e s  f r o m  m a k i n g  f a l s e
statements. ln f  act,  i t  a lmost
seems that a sinner can ndver say
anything true: "The sinful human
mind does not reflect the pure
Word of God" (p.1 1 1 ) .  Worse yet,
the Bible is human in parallel with
the sinful  humanity of Christ :  "One
must affirm that the son of God
took actual sinful humanity in the
incarnat ion and also that the Scrip-
tures are vulnerable to error"
|p.127l. .  This paral lel  between an
erroneous Bible and a sinful Christ
is not Christianity. Ramm on this
page does not clear ly indicate that
this is only Barth's opinion and not
his own. The introductory words
are, "There are certain gains to
Barth's doctr ine of the humanity of
the Scriptures." The paral lel ism
seems to be one of the gains.
I  do not thus cr i t ic ize Ramm in
a n g e r .  e n v y ,  o r  i n  a c a d e m i c
t r iumph,  bu t  in  deep sadness .
Ramm is such a f ine gent leman. But
Christ  is s inless.
Stress in the Family
by Tim Timmons
Harvest House Publ ishers, 1982,
1 8 4  p p . ,  $ 4 . 9 5
Where Have All the Mothers
Gone?
by Brenda Hunter
Zondervan Publ ishing House,
1982,  177 pp . ,  $8 .95
Reviewed by Ronald E. Hawkins,
Professor of Pastoral Counseling,
Liberty Baptist College,
Lynchburg, Virginia.
Sfress in the Family, by Tim
Timmons, is a t imely book. The
American family has never suffered
f  rom so  many demands and
stresses. Timmons promises to
help us l ive through the "stress
mess." He warns that there is a
limit to the amount of stress a per-
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son can take. This is a helpful  cor-
rective for the "burn out for the
Lord" message that is popular in
some circles. The emphasis on the
stewardship of the whole person is
desperately needed in this day
when burnout has become a
household word.
The mater ial  Timmons amasses
to  accompl ish  h is  miss ion  is
pr imari ly a rehash of mater ial  that is
a v a i l a b l e  i n  o t h e r  p u b l i s h e d
sources. The uniqueness of the
-f immons book l ies in his abi l i ty to
mix metaphors and arrange ma-
ter ial  in a creat ive and readable
fashion. Terms like stress-rness,
wowers and woers, relational en-
tropy, and a host of others make
the book fun to read and provide
easily remembered hooks upon
which to hang bibl ical  pr inciples.
Timmons's emphasis on en-
tropy and Murphyism casts him in
the mold of the ancient Solomonic
man of wisdom. Man is fal l ing apart
at the seams, life is full of piles(knot ty  p rob lems) ,  and every
aspect of our world is polluted.
Timmons is the heralder of a
message that needs to be heard
above the din of the prosperity
teaching that dominates the scene
in many quarters.
A major portion of the book
deals with "relational entropy."
The battle of the sexes, abusers
and users, and the pressures of
parent ing al l  make great demands
on people. Timmons counsels that
retreating is not an appropriate
u
response to these problems. The
answer to the stress of human ex-
istence is in the possession of the
love that frees. Loving turns vic-
t ims into victors and is the only
responsible way to plug into l i fe
and deal responsibly with relat ion-
s h i p s .  T h i s  d y n a m i c  l o v e  i s
available to those who have a per-
sona l  re la t ionsh ip  w i th  Jesus
Christ .  The pract ical  suggest ions
for avoiding the stress mess and
implementing a "responding love"
are very helpful .
A clar ion cal l  for motherhood is
sounded by Brenda Hunter in her
new book Where Have All the
Mothers Gone? Throughout the
book Mrs. Hunter urges mothers to
stand against the views of mother-
ing  tha t  pervade our  p resent
culture. In keeping with contem-
porary developmental approaches
to personal i ty formations, she in-
sists on the pr imary importance of
the mother.  She indicates through
personal experience and observa-
t ion that when mothers are unwil l -
ing or unable to parent effectively
their  chi ldren suffer and are scarred
for l i fe.
plaudits to women who opt for
motherhood at the expense of a
ful l - t ime career.
How have we reached such a
tragic point? In answering the
quest ion she poignant ly explodes
some common myth-stakes. On the
myth of the warm surrogate mother
she states, "My chi ldren's emo-
t ional wel l -being outweighs any ac-
compl ishment . . . tha t  i s  why  I  am
now, at forty-one, unwi l l ing to pur-
sue a ful l - t ime career outside the
home." Her own journey into
lonel iness as a chi ld may color her
t h i n k i n g  a  b i t  h e r e  b u t  h e r
arguments are basical ly rat ional
and sound.
The myth of the fulfil led work-
ing mother is unvei led. No chi ld she
in te rv iewed admi t ted  en joy ing
coming home to an empty house or
remaining home alone when sick.
The mother may be doing wel l  and
f inancial ly the family may prosper,
but Hunter insists that the evidence
reveals that the chi ld who grows up
alone ul t imately punishes society
for his suffer ing.
T h e  m y t h  o f  t h e  e m p t y
housewife is next explored and ex-
ploded. Women who have bought
the Betty Friedan model may resent
mother ing  and f  ind  the  task
depressing. However,  women who
view mothering as an investment in
the future are not depressed or anx-
ious over their  posi t ion in l i fe.
The ul t imate issue for Brenda
Hunter is that a woman must f ind
something big enough to live for. A
woman cannot ul t imately l ive for
herself ,  for her husband and
chi ldren, or for a job. Jesus Christ
alone can tel l  us who we are.
Mrs. Hunter insists that with the in-
sight He provides I can handle the
guilt of my failures, solve my need
for nurture as I undertake the tasks
of marr iage and parent ing, and
keep before me the vision of
mothering with all of its challenge
and complexity.
Ultimately she reminds us that
life is a question of commitment.
This book is an exci t ing chal lenge
to pick up the task of mothering
and get committed to the world's
most important task.
Mrs. Hunter is sensitive to the
struggles of contemporary mothers
as they attempt to define their per-
sonal worth and at the same t ime
parent their  chi ldren. She maintains
that the press for fulfil lment and
identity has resulted in a pro-
gressive devaluation of mothering
and that our culture is issuing no
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One of the important services
that publ ishing houses provide for
Christ ians is the keeping al ive of
great classics from the past.  l t  is
simply i rresponsible and wasteful
to l imit  publ icat ions for bel ievers to
contemporary contributions.
One publ isher that deserves
special  mention in this regard is
Krege l  Pub l ica t ions  o f  Grand
Rapids, Michigan. Over the last few
years Kregel has been in the pro-
cess of repr int ing a wealth of Bible
study aids and commentaries of the
nineteenth century. We can only
mention a few examples here that
have recently arrived.
Several  of  the homilet ical  com-
mentaries of David Thomas, a great
English pastor and prolific writer of
the last century, are avai lable. His
commentaries on Job, Psalms, Prov-
erbs, Matthew, John, and Acts
are written by a pastor for pastors.
These are of t remendous value.
Ada Habershon was a friend of
Moody and Spurgeon and remains
one of the great women bibl ical
scholars. Her Hidden Pictures in the
Old Testamenf contains a wealth of
sermon mater ial .
Kregel has also reprinted, in a
special  ser ies, much of the wri t ings
of Wil l iam Graham Scroggie, the
great  con ference speaker  and
pastor of Spurgeon's Tabernacle in
London. His Srudres in Philemon is
an excellent little volume.
David Bacon, a converted Rus-
sian Jew, is represented by his f ine
study, lsrael in the Plan af God.
Another helpful series reprints
classic commentaries under the ti-
tle Practical Truths. Most notewor-
thy is Alfred Edersheim's Elisha,
the Prophet which appears as Prac-
tical Truths from Elisha,' and also
Joseph Exell's Practical Truths
from Jonah. These and many
others in their  catalog provide in-
valuable aid in gaining a true
understanding without sacrificing
immediately useful material.
Kregel is to be commended for
its contribution. Every Bible stu-
dent,  especial ly pastors, should
take advantage.
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our specific ministry for Him. This
blessed fact is broughr out again and
again in the New Testament. Note:
1. As demonstrated in the ministry
of Jesus. Ofren during His earthly
walk our Lord reminded His
followers that His hour was not
yet come (see John Z:4; 7:6,30;
B:20). By this He meant there were
st i l l  th inps He must  do bcfore
Calvary. But during the final
days He announced that His time
or hour had come (see John 12:23;
I3:1;  17 :7;  Mark 14:35) .
Z. As demonstrated in the life of
Paul. For I am now ready to be of-
fered, and the time of my depar-
ture is at hand (2 Tim. 4:6),
3. As promised to all believers.
Redeeming the time, because the
days  a re  ev i l  tEph .  5 :16 ) .  Wa lk  i n
wisdom toward them that are
without, redeeming the time
(Col. 4:5). And if ye call on the
Father, who without respect of
persons judgeth according to
every man's work, pass the time
of your sojourning here in fear
(1  Pe te r  1 :17 ) . D
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In Rrrsuit of Ashes
hile on the way to an engagement in Los
Angeles, I drove through Beverly Hil ls-a rich,
if not the richest, part of the country. Not only
did I see the palat ial homes, estates, and mansions of
Holiywood stars, I also saw block after block of expensive car
dealers, designer dress stores, jewelry shops, gbld objects of
art,  and so on. Many would say, "Everything you could ever
want is on that street." Wrongl
'We 
stopped at a traffic light on Wilshire Boulevard, along
what is cal led "miracle mile," and I saw a hand-lettered sign
that had been nai led to a streetl ight post. The sign said in
large letters, "Estate Sale" and then i t  gave the t ime and
p lace .  I  thought  to  myse l f :  "A11 these th ings . . . the  luxury
cars, the clothes, the jewelry, the fancy houses, everything
people are supposed to pursue and be satisfied with when
they get i t ,  is eventual ly sold by somebody you don't  know to
people you've never heard of."
As I contemplated a1l that wealth, I  was struck by how
much our nation has been programmed in what I  would cal l
the "take mode." We are programmed to get a good educa-
t ion so we can get a good job so we can make money so we
can buy things so we can l ive comfortably so we can tel l  our
kids they ought to have a good education so they can get a
good job and make good money and buy things, and so on.
But few people today talk about giving of one's self  or one's
goods to others. That is one reason-probably the major
reason-why our welfare state is so out of control.  People
used to help others with problems, now we tel l  them to apply
for a handout from the government.
In marriage, men frequently take far more than they give.
What makes a good marriage-bringing home a paycheck or
giving of yourself  to the other members of the family? When
everyone rakes, no one receives, but when everyone giues,
p \ / p r \ / n n e  r c a t l \ / F c
Dr. Francis Schaeffer, the philosopher-theologian, tells
the story of a large ash heap near his boyhood home in
St. Louis. There, he says, was the stuff people worked all their
l ives to acquire. There it was, smouldering away on a large
ash heap that emitted such a horrible stench that no one
wanted to go near it.
'We 
now worship at the altar of pleasure. Ve are totally
committed to the "take" or "give me" syndrome. That's why
it has become so easy to abort babies, to tolerate drugs and
pornography, to rationalize the 48 percent divorce rate even
among supposedly committed religious people and the clergy,
and to accept any new philosophy that comes along. Back in
1961, President Kennedy said, "Ask not what your country
can do for you; ask what you can do for your country." Why
don't you follow his advice and ask what you can do for your
country and for your family? In doing that, you'l l  really be do-
ing something for yourself.
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Alcohol's Impac$ How High a Price
Will We Pay for lts "Good LiIe"?
n the glamorous world of adver-
tisements, an alcoholic beverage is
not only "acceptable," it's almost a
prerequisite for having a good dme. "It
just doesn't get any better than
this-Old Milwaukee-tastes as great as
its namel" "'lTeekends were made for
Michelob." '1If you've got the time,
we've got the beer-Miller tastes too
good to hurry through."
Drinking, they say, unlocks the
door to having lots of friends, athletic
success, relaxing after a hard day, or
celebrating life's victories with an at-
tractive member of the opposite sex.
Over $1 billion a year is spent on adver-
tising campaigns trying to capture a
profitable share of a $50 billion in-
ctustry.
But the splashy advertising cam-
paigns camouflage the reality of the ef-
fects of alcohol on nearly 10 million ad.
dicted men, women, and teens. Nor do
the ad campaigns point out alcohol's
destructive influence on the family and
friends of the alcoholic.
Over 100 million people in America
are drinkers. According to Department
of Commerce statistics on alcohol users
r^-  1o7o or  ^ ^ -^^^*  ^ r r l l  adul ts ,  95 per-t v L  L r  I  / r
cent of young people ages 18-25, and
70 percent of youths ages 12-17 drink.
Of the men in the 20-34 age group who
drink, 43 percent have at least five
drinks at a time. Fifteen percent of peo-
ple over 60 years of age have at least
four drinks a day.
Any person who drinks increasing
amounts of alcohol over a long period
of time may one day find that no mat-
ter how much he may want to, he can-
not live without a drink. The Alcoholic
American reports that one out of eight
adults now living in the United States
will become alcoholic or seriously
dependent on alcohol sometime during
his l ife.
T ' . , . . l i t i ^ ^ . 1 1 . ,  ^ - 1 . 'r  r a u r L r v r r d r r y t  u r r r y  l t l g r l  w g l c
thought to be alcoholics. The Cincin-
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nati Enquirer, February 13, 1983, notes
that three million youths under age 18
have serious drinking problems and 6
percent of the nation's high school
seniors drink every day. The number of
women in Alcoholics Anonymous is
the highest ever, accounting for one-
third of the total membership.
At the very least, alcoholism results
in severe physical damage, a shorter life
span, and a poor quality of life. A
survey of medical reports indicates that
a l coho l  add i c t i on  p rog ress i ve l y
destroys the brain, resulting in perma.
nent psychosis, speech problems, coma,
and eventual death. Delirium tremens
are the hallucinations caused by
alcohol withdrawal. Other side effects
of alcoholism inciude malnutrition,
Laennec's cirrhosis of the liver, kidney
disease, heart disease, ulcers, and
cancer in the upper gastrointestinal
tract. Most alcoholics cannot overcome
addiction without rehabilitative treat-
ment. Medical treatment may also be
necessarv.
Even the "social" or "occasionai"
drinker pays a high price in terms of
health for each martini or fancy dai-
quiri. \ilhenever ethyl alcohol is in-
gested, it immediately enters the blood-
stream and begins to anesthetize the
brain and central nervous system. In-
toxication begins when the alcohol
duils the consciousness and removes in-
hibitions. With a few more drinks,
judgment and perception become im-
paired, resulting in emotional rather
than intellectual behavior.
Increased intake results in loss of in-
st inct ive react ions,  coordinat ion,
memory, and consciousness. Paralysis
of vital reflex actions causes eventual
death. According to the United States
Uniform Vehicle Code, a person with a
blood alcohol concentration of one-
tenth ofone percent is considered legal-
ly intoxicated. This level is reached
when a 150-pound individual drinks
-: 
"'.,. I{ ;
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four lZ-ounce beers in one hour. savs
Editional Research Reports, May 75,
1981 .
Alcohol's Rippling Effect
Only the person who consumes
alcohol becomes intoxicated, but this
creates an enormous effect on those
around him-his family, society, even
an unborn infant.
A November l98Z Gallup Poll
found that drinking causes trouble in
one out of every three families in
America. Diane Carey, operator of a
shelter home for abused women and
children, sees alcohol used as a
disinhibitor of violent actions in 90 per-
cent of her cases, although she said na-
tional figures rank it as 60 percent. The
toll in divorce, delinquency, and child
abuse is difficult to assess, but experts
agree that alcohol contributes to family
disintegration.
On the nation's highways, the
Alcohol Safety Action Program
(ASAP) says alcohol abuse annually
causes 25,000 fatalities, a million in-
juries, and $5 bil l ion in damages.
ASAP figures show that the average
traffic arrest involves a drinker whose
blood alcohol content equals 20 beers
consumed in two hours by a 180-pound
person. Drivers under the influence
have 12 times more fatal car accidents
and three times more license suspen-
t ra
sions than the average motorist.  A re-
cent Virginia ASAP study concludes
that people in the 16-20 age group have
the worst driving records even before
alcohol is legal ly made avai lable to
them. Vhen the lega1 drinking age is
lowered, this group is 20 t imes more
l ikely to die in car accidents than the
average nondr ink i  ng  dr iver .
There is another area where alcohol
abuse is less obvious but no less
destructive. Fetal alcohol syndrome
(FAS) was diagnosed only ten years ago
in  in fan ts  exposed prenata l l y  to
chronic maternal alcoholism. The
Ltstener, May 1981, cites FAS as the
third most frequent disorder in which
retardation is a factor. Alcohol crosses
the placenta and causes the same blood
level conccntrat ion in the baby as in
the mother. However, the baby
metabolizcs alcohol at only half  the
maternal rate. Depending on the
amount of alcohol consumcd and the
tr imester of pregnancy, this dcpressant
p e r m a n e n t l y  r e t a r d s  t h e  b a b y ' s
physical and mental development. A
chi ld with severe FAS has dccreased
height and weight measurements,
microcephaly (small  head size), cpican-
rh ic  fo l . l s  (eaus ing  a  J is ro r red  ap-
pearance), f lared nostr i ls, f lattcned up-
per l ip, heart defects, and abnormal ear
and skul l  formation. Central nervous
system dysfunctions include low-range
retardation, delayed language dcvelop-
ment ,  and a  shor t  a r ten t ion  span.
F i o h r . r - ^ . , '  . " " . " .  t  ^ f  ^ o ^ - l o
surveyed in a November 1982 Gallup
Poll believe alcohol to be a major na-
tional health problem. Concerned
citizens are channeling their anger into
attempts to cope with this problem. ln
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  A l c o h o l i c s
Anonymous has 520,000 men, women,
and teens who offer mutual support in
their daily struggle to abstain from
alcohol. Thc San Antonio Express,
March 24,1983, announced that l iquor
store operators are raising funds for
research to fight alcoholism. Volunteer
groups l ike Mothers Against Drunk
Driving (MADD), as well as govern-
ment groups l ike ASAP, try ro reduce
drunk driving by lobbying for tougher
laws and penalties, stricter enforce-
ment, rapid legal action, and greater
public awareness programs.
Many employers find it expedient o
treat the problem drinker in industry
q o
and business rather than f ire him.
Kemper Insurance Company says the
business loss due to the alcoholic
employee runs over $4 bi l l ion annually.
Vhen alcoholics are treated. however.
an encouraging 50 to 75 percent attain
total abstinence and make even better
employees. The Association for Labor
and Management Administrat ive Con-
sultants on Alcoholism (ALMACA) is
one organization avai lable to employers
to aid the troubled employee.
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  A l c o h o l i c
American, published by the Blue Cross
and Blue Shield Insurance Company,
alcoholism is a progressive, insidious
disease which can be terminated only
by abstinence or death. Death may
resu l t  f rom su ic ide ,  acc ident ,  o r
physical i l lness. The suicide rate for
alcoholics is 30 t imes greater than for
non-alcoholics and a quarter of al l
suicide vict ims have been drinking.
Law enforcement stat ist ics indicate
that half  of al l  adult deaths from fal ls,
f i res. homocides. and traff ic accidents
are alcohol-related.
Contrary to advert isements, beer,
wine, and l iquor do not guarantee the
"good l i fe." Instead, they frequently
lead to no l i fe at al l .
Yq.tonne Vest
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\l i* thousand people packed the
1\ multi-purpose building at Liberty
VBaptist Collegc on April 13, to
hear Vice-President George Bush.
In his opening remarks, Bush
thanked Jerry Falwell for his influence
for good in America. Bush attributed
Liberty's growth to the fact that LBC
"is offering something that a growing
number of young Amcricans recognize
as vital to their roles as cit izens in a free
society-an appreciation for the values
of the Judeo-Christian ethic on which
the freedoms of this country are
based."
The LBC multi-purpose building
was fi l led with local residents, ministry
staff, and students from Liberty Baptist
College and Seminary, and Lynchburg
C h r i s t i a n  A c a d e m y .  V i r g i n i a ' s
Senators Paul Trible and John Warner
and state legislators were also present.
The vice-president's peech focused
on the President's "peace through
strength" position on arms control.
Bush said,  "Arms a lone cannot
guarantee peace, but the free nation
that unilaterally turns its swords into
plowshares wil l furrow and plant a bit-
ter harvest-a bitter harvest of lost
freedom."
Bush added that preventing war is
exactly what President Reagan's policy
of a strong defense is all about. "An
America at a military disadvantage, an
America perceived by a potential ag-
gressor as unable to defend its vital in-
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terests and those of its all ies, that
America would be the one that ran the
risk of war."
He reaffirmed the President's stand
on a unilateral arms reduction through
negotiations but noted that the reduc-
tion must be "variable and it has to be
on both sides of the fence."
He stated that the President's pro-
gram would "never allow this country
to be forced to a choice between war or
surrender of the precious l iberties."
Regarding his views of the ad-
ministration's policies on social spend-
ing, Bush said, "l don't think we were
ever far apart. . . we look l ike Siamese
twins" on the issue.
As a 1980 presidential candidate
Bush had supported the Equal Rights
Amendment. One student questioned
his current stand, "l support the Presi-
dent of the United States. I supported
the ERA. . . in my view what is
necessary is to eliminate the inequities
and that's what the President and I are
trying to do without the ERA."
Regarding the economy's influence
Bush Speaks at I.BC, Suppotts
President's Policies
on the coming election, Bush noted
comments by president ia l -hopefu l
Walter Mondale who, when asked
what he would do to heip the economy,
said that he would bring down interest
rates. "Two weeks bcfore President
Reagan and I took office the prime rate
of interest was Zl.5 percent. Now it 's
10.5 percent-sti l l  too high but rend-
ing down. \Uhen we came in, inflation
was 12.4 percent  and now., . i t 's  about
3.5 percent."
Another student asked Bush what
position he would take ot-t defense
spending if he were a 1984 presidential
candidate. Bush received a standing
ovation for his reply, "l think the Presi-
dent is going to run in 1984. . l hope he
does. . . and I think he'l l  be reelected if
he does."
At the conclusion of the ap'
pearance, Falwell presented Bush an
LBC souvenir t ie. With thunderous ap-
plause from students, the vice-president
quickly shed his dark brown tie and
replaced it with the new blue one.
Deborah Huff
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International Conference
for Itinerant Evangelism
Announced
AMSTERDAM-Seeking to learn
how to effectively proclaim the message
of peace in a broken world, more than
3,000 evangelists from throughout the
world wil l  meet here July 12-21 for an
international conference sponsored by
Evangelist Bi l ly Graham.
Graham said the meeting, the f irst
of i ts kind, wi l l  be one of the most im-
portant training opportunit ies ever of-
fered to thousands of evangelists. Most
of them are from Third \Vorld coun-
tr ies and are usually unable to attend
rel igious conferences outside their own
countrres.
"There have been other interna-
t ional conferences on evangelism,"
commented Graham, "but this one is
aimed at training, inspir ing, and equip-
ping these travel ing evangelists who,
l ike Jesus Christ,  go from vi l lage to
vi l lage, ci ty to city, preaching the love
and peace of God. I f  the message is go-
ing  to  cont inue in  some count r ies ,  i t
wi l l  be only through national evange-
l ists who are trained and equipped."
Supreme Court Agrees
to Review Grove City
Student Funds Cut,Off
\YASHINGTON (RNS)-The U.S.
Supreme Court announced it will
review a lower-court rul ing that the
Department of Education legally ter-
minated federal financial assistance to
students at a private Pennsylvania col-
lege that refused to sign federal forms
showing compliance with laws against
sex discrimination.
Crove City College, a privare
liberal arts school affiliated with the
United Presbyterian Church, asked the
high court to decide whether the
60
Department of Education may classify
the school as a recipient of federal
financial assistance solely because its
students receive federally backed loans
and grants and whether i ts students'
f inancial assistance may be terminated
because of refusal by the college to sign
forms demonstrating compliance with a
federal anti-sex discrimination statute.
On appeal, a federal district court
held that the students' assistance could
not be terminated because the college
refused to sign Title IX compliance
forms but agreed with the Department
of Education that the grants and loans
to students consti tuted federal f inancial
assistance to the col lege.
Both sides appealed to the Third
U.S. Circuit  Court of Appeals, which
held the col lege subject to Tit le IX re-
quirements as a recipient of federal
f inancial assistance and also upheld the
legal i ty of the Department of Educa-
t ion's termination of assistance to the
students,
In  nsk inp  rhe  h iph  cour r  ro  rev iew
that court 's decision, attorneys for
Grove City argued that the lower rul-
ing confl icted with other Supreme
Court and Circuit  Court decisions on
application of Tit le IX.
They also charged that the Third
Circuit 's rul ing "raises signif icant ques-
t ions about the l imitat ion on First-
Amendment r ights of associat ion and
academic freedom to which the college
and i ts students are enti t led."
Evangelicals Mount an Attack
on "Liberal" Trends
MINNEAPOLIS (RNS)-Min-
nesota Evangelical Christ ians in two
Lutheran denominat ions  are  gear ing
up to reverse what they call "liberal"
trends they say are eroding faith and
morals in their churches. Many pastors
and lay members of the Lutheran
Church in America's (LCA) Minnesota
Synod and the American Lutheran
Church 's  Southeastern Minnesota
District say they are troubled by the
g r o w i n g  c h u r c h  a c c e p t a n c e  o f
homosexual behavior, use of por-
nographic films in church-sponsored
programs for sex offenders, and abor-
tions. As a result, LCA congregations
are being asked to endorse five resolu-
tions that would consider more restric-
tions on abortion, be more specific in
disapproving homosexuality, and seek
to deny funding to a ministry to gays
and lesbians. One example of this trend
that has these Evangelicals disturbed is
a pol l  a t  Luther  Northwestern
Seminary in St. Paul showing that dur-
ing a two-year period the majority
viewing homosexuality as acceptable
for Christians has increased from 52 to
80 percent.
Bible Language Task Force
Raises a Methodist Outcrv
T h e  p r o p o s a l  b y  a  U n i t e d
Methodist task fcrrce that "Lord" and
"K ing"  no t  he  genera l l y  used as
synonyms for God in contemporary
church materials has raised an outcry
from members who don't  want name
changes. The task force on language
guidel ines, formed in 1981, is com-
plet ing a major document on language
about God. The recommendations are
not designed to revise the Bible, but
rather to be used as guidel ines for con-
temporary United Methodist writ ten
and spoken materials, such as sermons,
l i turgy, and curr iculum. Tl-re United
Methodist Reporter newspaper chain has
received scores of letters deploring the
proposed changes. One letter, writ ten
by Carl R. Cole of Hobe Sound,
Florida, warns, " l f  this type of change is
to be made within the United
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Methodist Church, I  wi l l  chuck my
5O-plus years of membership as a
United Methodist and look for a
church that wi l l  use rhe Bible as i t  is
now writ ten." Carolyn Henninger
Oehler, who heads the church task
force on changing the language, says
her group is not trying to "rcwrite the
Bible," but is attempting ro f ind nerv
words to exprcss the "rvholeness of
G o d "  w i t h o u t  p e r p e  t u a t i n g  t h c
a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  G o d  h a s  m a l e
ch aracterist ics.
Decision to Ordain Women
Deacons Ignites
Oklahoma Baptist Furor
OKLAHOMA CITY (RNS)-Or-
dination of women to the diaconate in
Oklahoma City has become a focus of
controversy for the local associat ion of
Southerr.r Baptist churches. In January,
members of the First Baptist Cl 'rurch
vc:ted 232-167 to changc church bylaws
to al low woffrelr to bc ordir ined to t l-rc
diaconate. Rut although the decision
did not threirtcn any disunity in t l-re
church, i t  st irred contr()versy from
other congrcgations. The Rev. Bai ley
Smith, immediate past prcsiclent of the
der-romination and past()r of First
Soutl .rern Baptist Church irr Del City,
Oklahoma, saicl,  " l  stand opposed tcr
the ordination of rvomen as deacons."
Thc  Crp i ta l  Br t | t i s t  Assor ' ia t ion  re r 'e  n t -
ly voted to ()ppose thc ordination of
w()men t but th e pa st()r of t l -re
Ok lahoma Ci ty  churc l . r ,  Rcv .  Gcne
Carrison, says hc has no plans to
reverse the ncw pol icy.
Hatfield Offers a Compromise
Bill to Still School Prayer
Controversy
W A S H I N G T O N  ( R N S ) - L a w -
makers who have fought measurcs to
return prayer to publ ic schools are now
lining up behind a bill to allow student-
initiated religious gatherings in public
high schools. Senate backers hope that
passage of the bipartisan bill will solve
the controversy in Congress over
prayer in publ ic schools. Some church
groups that have opposed school
prayer are reportedly swinging in line
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behind the new measure, introduced by
Senator Mark Hatfield, a Republican
from Oregon. The bill would prohibit
public secondary schools from barring
student gatherings on the basis of the
content of speech at the meetings. As a
result, it would allow religious gather-
ings in schools that receive federal
funding and normally permit student
gatherings during non-instruct ional
BJU to Host World Congress
of Fundamentalists
GREENVILLE, S.C.-Bob Joncs
Ur.r ivcrsity rvi l l  bc thc site of the third
World Congrcss of Fur-rdamcntal ists.
Sclccted by thc L.rternational Comr.r.r i t-
tce f<rr thc Propagation and Defense of
B ib l i ca l  Fundamcnta l i sm,  the  BJU
(  a tnpus  w i l l  l . c  ( )ncn  t ( )  I ra r t i (  inan ts
August  1 -7 .
In a registrat ion brochure to pro-
motc the event, this phi losophy behind
tlre meeting was prescnted:
" C o n d i t i o n s  h a v c  c h a n g e d
drastical ly since the f irst Congress met
in Edinburgh. Many who then claimed
to be bibl ical Fundamental ists, in-
cluding some who st i l l  make that claim,
havc iong since departed from scrip-
tural obediencc and a true fundamental
stand. Some who cal l  themselves Fun-
J i rmcnta l i s ts  a re  ndvocat ing  co( )pera-
t ion and unity with'New Evangelicals'
and others whose positic'rns are unscrip-
tural.  This World Congress wil l  draw
clear l ines defining bibl ical Fundamcn-
tal ism and wil l  deal with the modern
attacks upon the authority of the Word
of God. In fact, the thcmc of the Con-
gress is 'The Authority of Scripture. '
"Within recent months men of
various shades of unbelief and unscrip-
tural posit ions have gathered for con-
ferences purport ing to deal with the
question of the inspirat ion of the Bible;
b u t  t h o s c  w h o s e  p r a c t i t ( ' i 5  ( \ ) n t n l r y  t ( )
Scripture are in rebel l ion against the
duthortt\ of Scripture, however much
they prate about defending its inspira-
t ion. True Fundamental ists not only
bel ieve that thc Bible is the ir-rspired
and infal l ible Word of God; they als<r
seek to obey i ts commands and to prac-
t ice i ts te achings on thc matter of
s c n a r a r i o | r  f r . ' m  i n f i J c l i t y  a n J
unbcl ief."
McGovern Tells Gathering
in Capital Religious New Right
Has 'Run Course'
WASHINGTON (RNS)-Former
S o u t h  D a k o t a  S e n a t o r  G c o r g c
McGovern has predicted that the
Christ ian Fundamental ist movement
that helped oust him from public office
Welch Retires as President
of Grand Rapids Baptist College and Seminary
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.-After 24 years as presi-
dent of Grand Rapids Baptist College and Seminary,
Dr. \7. Vilbert Welch retired on May 31, 1983, at age
65. Dr. \7e1ch, a graduate of Bob Jones University,
pastored for three years before returning to BJU for his master's and doc-
toral degrees. He subsequently pastored in Rome, Georgia, for five years and
in Muskegon, Michigan, for ten years, before joining the executive board of
the Grand Rapids school in 1953.
Since 1959, Dr. Welch has provided the administrative leadership for this
rapidly growing college and seminary, served on a number of missions
boards, and spoken at conferences, camps, and churches.
Under his guidance, Grand Rapids Baptist College and Seminary has
grown into a 137-aue campus with 19 buildings. The curriculum has ex-
panded to offet bachelor's and master's programs under the accreditation
of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools.
Upon retirement, Dr. Welch will assume the title of chancellor and also
serve as the school's ambassador-at-large as he travels and gives lectures.
tu'o ycars ago \\ , i l l  soon "run i ts
course." He made the statement in ad-
dressing a Baptist confercnce on
rel igious l iberty herc. But the fact that
Mr. McGovern devoted his entire ad-
drcss to attacking thc so-cal lcd rel igious
Neu 'R igh t ,  and in  par t i cu la r  Evange l is t
Jerry Falwell ,  showed the continuing
conce rn among Liberals about that
movcrnent 's clout. Mr. McGovern and
otl ' rcr l iberal senators defeatcd in the
1980 elcct ions formed a group cal lcd
Amcricans for Common Sense to
counter  Fundamenta l i s t  and New
Right forces. In his address, Mr.
McGovern cited the mid-term elections
last November and saic' l  that candidates
backed by thc Nerl,  i { ight did not fare
well .  He addcd that New Rightists arc
"vastly less cffcct ive no'" i  t l -ran they
were two years ago."
Solzhenitsyn Awarded Templeton
Foundation Prize
Alexander Solzhenitsyn has received
the Templeton Foundation Prize for
Progress in Religion this year, reporrs
an associated press art icle in the
Lynchburg Dai\ Aduance, March 3,
1983. This prestigious award worth
$170,000 has been awarded to such
rel igious notables as Mother Teresa of
Calcutta, founder of the Missionaries
of Charity, and Evangelist Bi l ly
Graham.
Solzhenitsyn, a 64-year-old Russiar.r
immigrant, is outspoken on the cause
of rel igious freedom. He has wrirren
several books but is best known as rhe
author of The Gulag Archipelago.
In a writ ten response to John
Templeton, creator of the award,
Solzhenitsyn is quoted in the Daily Ad-
uance as saying, "You have the courage
to support a trend which is most un-
popular these days-when prayers in
school are forbidden even in a free
c o u n t r y , . . . "
Rumanian Christian Ptet
Comes to America:
Four,Year Wait Ends in Freedom
GLENDALE, Calif. (ECL)-Cos-
tache Ioanid, a popular Rumanian
poet, recently was allowed by the
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Rumanian government to emigrate to
the West. After a four-year wait for per-
mission to leave his homeland, Ioanid
has sett led in Scappoose, Oregon.
Ioanid, rvhose lyr ics are sung almost
weekly in Rumanian cl ' rurches tcr
Nicolai Moldovaneu's rnusrc, saw some
of his poetry publ ished in late 19Bl
whcn ECL's Dot;r ,r f  Hope Prcss pub-
l i shed Tatne ,  in  the  Rumanian
language, here in the United States.
This important col lect ion, his f irst
publ ished in the West, is now used by
every  Evangc l i ca l  Rumanian  c ( )ngrcga-
t ion in the United States and has been
p u b l i s h e d  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n t o
Rumania .
With a married son and three
grandchildren in Rumania, the 70-year-
old poet plans to enjoy his freedom and
not accept any preaching engagements
in the foreseeable future.
Local Church Leaders Ask
Outsiders to Weigh Zimbabwe
Atrocity Reports
Zimbabwe church leaders are cal l ing
for an international investigation of
reported atrocit ies and murders of
c iv i l ians  by  gr rvernmenr  t roops  t ry ing
to put down rebels in Zimbabwe's
t r o u b l e d  M a t a b e l e l a n d  p r o v i n c e .
Anglican Bishop Robert Mercer urged
the International Red Cross or Amnes-
ty International to investigate the
al leged atrocit ies, fol lowing an in-
te rdenominat iona l  meet ing  o f  15
Matabeleland church leaders at the
Anglican Cathedral of St. John Baptist
in Bulawayo. News reports say that
hundreds, and possibly morc than a
thousand, civi l ians have been ki l led by
Z i m b a b w e a n  s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e
southwestern province that borders
Botswana and South Afr ica. Bishop
Mercer said the alleged atrocities have
not been witnessed bv anv church
leaders. But one priest told him of eight
people, including two teachers, who
were shot by troops trained by North
Korea.
speaker at a Liberty Baptist College
assembly on April 20.
Bell noted that while the number of
higb school graduates is declining and
most college enrollment is down,
Liberty Baptist Coilege is reversing the
trend. Expressing his respect for the
school, Bell said it offers a total
education by combining a highly
qualified faculty for the intellect and a
strong local church for the spirit.
T h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  e d u c a t i o n
encouraged the students to become
"truly educated" by going beyond the
mere accumulation of data. The
ultimate goal of learning, he said, is
wisdom, the understanding of long-
lasting knowledge. He stated in
summary, "The fundamental source of
true wisdom is the Bible, and we would
all be better off to find it."
Dr. Bell received his doctorate in
educational administration from the
University of Utah. He is the author of
seven books.
Death
Corrie Ten Boom, internationally
known speaker and author whose faith
during the Holocaust inspired many,
died in her home in Placentia, Califor-
nia, on April 15. Miss Ten Room wr()te
18 books which sold over 10 mill ion
copies. She was best known for The
HidingPlace which was made into a film
in 1975.
Miss Ten Boom was born April 15,
1892, ar.rd spcnt thc first 50 years of her
life as a watchmaker in her father's
shop in Holland. Her family was ar-
rested for protecting Jews during Vorld
'\ i lar II, and she spent a year in
Ravensbruck concentration camp.
After her release she began a
"Tramp for the Lord" ministry which
took her to 60 countries telling her
story of faith's triumph through Nazi
suppression. Her last book, Thls Da1 Is
The Lord's, is a daily devotional which
was completed in 1979.
Bell Addresses LBC
LYNCHBURG,
Education Terrel
Va.-Secretary of
H. Bel l  was gucst
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trlinois High Court Rejects
the Ideg of "W'rongrful Lile"
SPRINGFIELD, Il1. (RNS)-The Il-
I inois Supreme Courr, overturning a
Iower-cour t  ru l ing,  has re jected
arguments that a doctor who improper-
ly pertorms a vasectomy or other
steri l ization should pay the parents for
the care and education expenses of a
child born as a resulr of the mistake.
Although courts in five states now
allow recovery of damages from such a
birth, the Il l inois high court said, "That
a child can be considered an injury of-
f e n d s  f u n d a m e n t a l  v  a l u e s  a t -
tached to human life." The 5-2 court
decision puts l l l inois in accord with at
least 14 other states that have ruled on
the question, wrote Justice Daniel
Ward in the majority opinion. Justice
Vil l iam Clark, who dissented, wrote
that the decision makes a "child of an
unwanted birth a victim of a very real
continuing financial struggle and thus a
painful reminder of the obligation of
parenthood to a couple who had no ap-
petite for a parental lifestyle."
Porents Legislcte for Right
to Inspect School Mcrterials
Parents in Missouri are legislating
for the right to inspect all teaching
materials, reports the Sr. Louis Post-
Dispatch, March 2. Bills under con-
sideration would also require parental
permission before psychological ex-
aminations and before children could
be questioned regarding their personal
values or beliefs.
Parental testimony was heard dur-
ing the committee meeting which
shocked some of the legislators, accord-
ing to the Post-Dispatch article. One
mother reported that several school of-
ficials prohibited her efforts to see
books suspected ofracial slurs. She also
quoted an obscene reference to Jesus
Christ found in assigned reading
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materials. Another woman objected to
an elementary "game" which questions
the value or worth of people by asking
chi ldren to pretend they are in a
disaster where they must choose sur.
vivors based on race, rel igion, and posi-
t ion.
Missouri parents, as well as parents
nationwide, are becoming aware of a
growing reluctance of school officials
"to al low parents to examine their
teaching materials." Legislators were
also told that the classroom is
sometimes used for "social experiments
and manipulat ion of students' values."
Live Birth Abortion
Ccruses Hospitcl to Exqmine
Procedures
Madison General  Hospi ta l  in
Wisconsin has temporarily suspended
its late-term abortion policy for generic
abnormalities after a live infant was
delivered for the fourth time this vear.
reports I'Jational Righr ro Lrle Neu.,s,
March 10. All of the babies were taken
to a special-care nursery but none sur-
vived longer than27 hours. According
to the NRL Neu.,s, the latest baby was
aborted with an injection of urea into
the amniotic sac which is supposed to
stop the fetal heartbeat, cur off the ox-
ygen supply, or cause dehydration.
The article says that the hospital
will continue to do late-term abortions
where a threat to the mother's life ex-
ists, said a spokesman for the hospital.
During the suspension, the hospital
will study procedures and medical pro-
tocol used by doctors around the coun-
:::.:xr:""'rm 
abortions for genetic
Hcrve Public Schools
Chqnged?
A list of the first five offenses in
public schools in 1982 compared with
those in 1940 was recently reported by
the Educational Research Analysts of
Longview, Texas. In 1940 these were
talking, chewing gum, making noisc,
running in the halls, and getting out of
turn in line. In 1982 the first five of-
fenses were rape, robbery, assault,
burglary, and arson.
Freedoms Foundcrtion Presents
Medal to ABC
Freedoms Foundat ion 's  Ceorge
Washington Honor Medal has been
presented to ABC on the basis of two
1982 programs, reports rhe Philadelphia
Inquirer, March 12, l9B3. "l Love Liber-
ty," produced by Norman Lear and
People for the American Way, was
described as a "star-studded variety
show that celebrated the American
people." Norman Lear is better known
for prgducing "Mary Hartman, Mary
Hartman" and "All in the Family."
The Inquirer said that Lear's
organization was formed to counteract
the influence of Jerry Falwell's Moral
Major i ty  and Reverend Donald
Vildmon's Coalition for Better Televi-
sion.
The other program honored was
"Thc Wave," an ABC Theatcr for
Young Americans show about the
possibil i ty of a Nazi-l ike youth move-
ment in this country.
ABC was commended by the Foun-
dation for its "message of American
patriotism."
ACLU Seeks to Remove Bible
Clcsses from Virginiq Grcrde
SchooI
The Amer ican Civ i l  L iber t ies
Union (ACLU) is aiding the suit of
Crocket v. the Bristol School Board filed
February I in a U.S. District Court in
Abingdon, Virginia. According to the
ACLU, Councilman and Mrs. Sam
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Crockett's suit contends that grade-
school Bible classes are unconstitu-
tional on the grounds that children are
indoctrinated with conservative, Fun-
damentalist heology.
Gene Kistner, director of Bible
Teaching in Public Schools, said in the
Bristol Herald Courier of December 30,
1982, that his privately sponsored
groi-rp has offered fourth and fifth grade
Biblc classes on a volunrary basis in the
Bristol, Virginia, school system for
nearly 42 years. The classes include
memorization of the Bible and some
singing, but no prayer time, says
Kistner. Thc Bible Teaching in Public
Schor:l ls group has raised over $25,000
from local citizens t() cover projected
court costs of $100,000 to defend its
position in tl-re lawsuit.
Thc Bristol School Board has
"vowcd to go ro thc U.S.  Supreme
Court, if necessary, to defend Bible
classes in city clementary schools,"
reports the Lynchburg M{rs, March
In nearby Kingsport, Tennesscc, Dr.
Ralph Evans said the Kingsport City
Public School system decided last sum-
mer t() "phase out the fourth and fifth
grade Bible classes. This year only the
fifth grade had Bible class, and none
are scheduled for ncxt year. However,
Bible is sti l l  offered as an elective on the
high school level and space may be
rented in the school building to the
Bible Teaching in the Public Schools
group for after-school Bible classes."
Updcte on Fetuses
The burial of the 17,000 aborted
fetuses found February 6, 1982, in a
repossessed cargo container is sti l l
unresolved. The bodies were found
when the container was removed from
the home of Dr. Malvin Weisberg, a
frrrmcr operator of a California mcdical
laboratory which received the fetuses
for analysis.
Hyatt Seligman, Deputy District At-
torney, said California Superior Court
Judge Eli Chernow had signed the in-
terment order on February 10, 1983,
and plans were made for free burial at
Valhalla Cemetery. The American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) ap-
pealed the order in an effort to prevent
religious burial services. The ACLU,
which doesn't recognize the humanness
(A
of the aborted children, is requesting
the "t issue" be incinerated.
Mr. Sel igman estimates the case
could take up to two more years to be
resolved. Meanwhile the fetuses will re-
main in a formaldehvde solut ion.
locked in a trai ler on Los Angeles city
property.
HIIS Responds to Protect
Hondicqpped Infants
The Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) issued a new
regulation effective March 27, 1983,
which modif ies Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 to prevent
discrimination against handicapped in-
fants. The purpose of the rule is to pro-
tect the r ight to l i fe of newborns who
are handicapped. Dr. C. Everett Koop,
U.S. Surgeon General,  said, "The rule
does not require prolonging the act of
dying, but, rather, protecting the act of
l iving through appropriate nourish-
ment and care.t '
The new regulat ion requires that a
notice be posted in federally funded
i n f a r r t - c a r e  f a c i l i r i e s  s r a t i n g :
"Discriminatory fai lure to feed and care
for handicapped infants in this facility
is prohibited by federal law." And,
"Failure to feed and care for infants
may also violate criminal and civi l  laws
in your state." Any person having
knowledge of a handicapped infant
being denied forrt l  rrr care is cnc()ur-
agcd to report possible violat ion by
cal l ing the telephonc hotl ine number
800-168- 1019.
The new rule requires federally
funded facilities to show medical
records of possible violations to federal
investigators. lf a violation does exist
and life is in immediate danger, the
HHS department will waive the usual
ten-day grace period allowed for com-
pliance to Section 504. Local child pro-
tection agencies and police authorit ies
will be notif ied immediately.
Dr. Koop, a pediatric specialist, was
quoted in the RichmondTimes Dispatch
of  March 19 as saying,  " l  rh ink
withholding fluids or nourishment
from a child at anytime is an immoral
and unethical act. Letting an infant
starve to death is infanticide, and in-
fanticide is murder."
The ruling follows the highly
publicized death last year in Indiana of
a six-day-old boy known as "BabY
Doe." The state court al lowed the
child's parents and doctor to withhold
food and medical treatment until the
child starved to death. The child's of-
fense was to be born with Down's syn'
drome, a condition invoiving retarda-
t lon.
The new regulations which will help
deter the growing trend of infanticide
are strongly opposed by the American
Academy of Pediatr ics.
BioetNcs Panel Notes Dqnger
of Genetic Counseling Abuses
WASHINGTON (RNS) -A
presidential ethics panel says counsel-
ing services and other provisions will be
needed to meet an expected rise in de-
mand for genetic screening tests. The
p a n e l ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  r e l i g i o u s
representa t ion ,  says  advances  in
g e n e t i c s  h a v e  g c n c r a l l y  " g r e a t l y
enhanced health and well-being." But
the President 's Commission for the
Study of Ethical Problems in Medical
a n d  B i o m e d i c a l  a n d  B e h a v i o r a l
Research says genetic information
should be kept confidential and that
medical screening programs should
largely be kept voluntary. I t  also says
that although amneocentesis can be
used to determine the sex of the fetus,
the use of the procedure for that pur-
pose "should be discouraged." Religious
concern has existed since the mid-1970s
about the proper use of genetic screen-
ing tests, general ly used to determine
u'hcthcr parents are l ikely to havc har-rd-
icaoncd chi ldrer-r.
A Group Thct Opposes
Pornogrrophy Gcrthers to Prqise
Generql Motors
NE\il YORK (RNS)-About a
dozen activists gathered in front of New
York 's  Genera l  Motors  bu i ld ing
here-not to mourn the decl ine of the
i ^ l " " r " r '  k " t  r n  n r e i c e  t h oL d l  l r l u u J ( l y  u u L  [ J r o r r r
automaker for i ts advert ising pol icies.
The New York affiliate of the Chicago
Statemeni Foundation says GM avoids
placing ads in pornographic magazines.
Brad Curl,  president of the foundation,
said the group began when, "through
prayer and seeking the Lord, 100 men
were led to go to Chicago in the fall of
1979" and hold a ra1ly in front of the
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Playboy Club to express rheir concern
over the "Playboy Philosophy." Mr.
Curl, a United Methodist, savs the
foundation learns the advertisins
policies of companies through informal
contacts with employees, then seeks to
reward them for their avoidance ofoor-
nographic ourlers by encouraging peo-
ple to buy their products.
Doctors Liqble for Wrongrful
Birth Adion of Defective
Children
Physicians in Washington Srate now
face the possibility of being sued for
allowing a handicapped child to be
born if he has not informed the parents
of the possible problem and presented
options to terminate or prevent the
pregnancy, The state's supreme court
said the doctor who fails to do so has
interfered with "the parent's right to
prevent a defective child," reports the
March issue of Concerned Wunen of
America (C\X/A). The court decision
allows doctors to be sued for failure to
guarantee the parental right ofprevent-
ing the "wrongful birth of a defective
child," says C\ilA. The doctor may
also be sued by the child for "wrongful
life" to compensate for the "pain and
suffering" experienced by that child
whose life is marred by a handicap.
'Washington joins California as the on-
lv two states at this time whose
supreme courts also allow genetically
defective children to sue their doctors
for "wrongful life."
Rick Valent ine of  Amer icans
United for Life reports that court deci-
sions allowing parents to sue doctors
for "wrongful birth actions" were put
into effect in ten states-California,
'Washington,  Michigan, 'Wisconsin,
Texas, Ohio, Minnesota, New York,
Pennsylvania, and New Jersey.
Mr. Valentine stated that, "Pro-life
groups are trying to stop this growing
trend of state supreme court decisions
with state legislative action that would
abolish "wrongful life" as a cause of
suit. Currently South Dakota and Min-
nesota have done so, and Nebraska, In-
diana, and New Jersey have this issue
under consideration,"
Doug Johnson of National Right to
Life warns that states which recognize
the "wrongful life" concept are compel-
l ing doctors with the threat of malprac-
tice suits to practice mass genetic
screening which may harm some other-
wise healthv fetuses.
Mt*
Forgiveness
Yc'tu've probably heard of degree
mills that for the right price wil l declare
anyone an ordained minister. The
latest in mail-order religious gimmicks
offers the complete absolution of one's
sins for only $35. The outfit behind it,
the Church of World Peace, sells saint-
hood certificates for $5. But forgive-
ness, it seems, has been hit by inflation
and hence the higher charge. Future
forgiveness is out of the question and a
new application musr be filed for each
moral misdemeanor. Hebrews 9:22
states that sins cannot be remitted
without the shedding of blood. The in-
spired writer declared this fact so that
humanity might look to the Cross of
Christ where Jesus shed His blood that
men might be forgiven. Just the same as
the Church of World Peace, God places
a high value on forgiving sins. The dif-
ference is that Jesus already paid the
price and- you can now have God's
grace ror rree.
Encounters
Richard Parke, a missionary, was on
a bus to Washington, D.C. He had
picked out an empty seat next to a
young man named John. Rev. Parke
told John what i t  meant to be a Chris-
t ian and how he could know God's
love in his own l i fe. John l istened, but
made no outward moves to accept the
message of salvation shared by the
returned missionary. When they got off
the bus on March 29, 1981, Richard
Parke told John, "God had a reason for
us to meet." The next day, Rev. Parke
learned of the attempted assassination
of Ronald Reagan. When television
reports flashed the face of John
Hinckley, Jr.,  on the screen, Parke was
stunned to recognize the al leged
assassin as his travel ing companion on
that Greyhound bus. Share the Good
News of Jesus with everyone you can
today-in the car, at the job, eating
lunch, on a bus. You never know to
whom you might be speaking, and
what misht be on his mind.
Atheism
Can you guess who said the fol lcjw-
ing: "Prayer is nothing but a form of
witchcraft"? Before you attr ibute this
comment to some perverse Satanist,  let
me point out this statement was
published by Moscc.rw University.
However shocking this definit ion of
prayer may be, i t 's at least consistent
with atheist ic dogma. To the Sovier
atheist,  consort ing with the devi l  is not
more dangerous than peti t ioning Cod
for His favor; kneeling in reverence
before the cross is no better than
salut ing Lucifer during a black mass.
Th is  persp  ec t  i ve  o  n  fa  i t  h  s  a  ys
something about the source of atheism.
The devil has succeeded in getting one
of earth's most inf luential countr ies to
deny the Creator. "The fool hath said
in his heart there is no God," the
psalmist declared. I f  that 's the case,
Moscow University should certainly
have i ts academic standing questioned.
(O Copyright Bob Larson
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The Unfinished Tqsk
here is nothing so fatal to character as half-
finished tasks." Perhaps this thought from a
well-known writer is more telline to the church
today than we would l ike to admit. Is it possible that the true
character of many Christians is revealed by examining the
multiplicity of unfinished tasks in their lives?
In the life of a person whose manner of living displays a
number of unfinished tasks, we can find several specific
character weaknesses: lack ofpatience, perseverance, and per.
sistence. This is the man who loves the splendor of beginning
things and yet abhors the hard work and self-discipline which
is required to finish the task. Usually no crowd applauds him
when he is in the middle of a project, working diligently to
complete it.p
I. erhaps love for applause and recognition causes many to
create great beginnings, yet to fall woefully short in terms of
completed tasks. This can be noticed particularly in our at-
titude toward discipleship. We are often guilty of only half-
completing the undertaking of training converts and disciples
in the kingdom of Christ. It is easy to become more interesred
in what some have called "the nickel and nose board," than
in the true number of well-established isciples. Sometimes
an overemphasis on numbers and status causes failure to
finish the task of properly discipling a new believer. One-on-
one ministry requires a great deal of time.
The competitions and comparisons that pastors face may
lead to neglect in the commitment to making disciples. In-
stead, one may push, promote, and perform in order to raise
the attendance figures. This may help get the church name
published in a periodical or maybe even recognized as the
"fastest growing" church in the state or nation, But sad to
say, in the effort to please and impress other pastors,
publishers, and church growth analysts, some pastors leave a
::::O 
of half-finished disciples lying malnourished on the
This is not to say that because a church has a large atten-
dance it does not disciple its converts well. There are many
who do. Nor does it suggest hat a pastor who is concerned
with attendance figures is guilty of improper motivation. A
pastor must have goals. But it is crucial to evaluate and en-
courage the progress of converts toward maturity in Christ.
rr.
I  he apostle Pau[ is an outstanding example of one who
was concerned about investins himself in new Christians. In
Daniel Henderson
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1 Thessalonians 2, he reiterates twice the fact that he was not
concerned with pleasing men (4,6). To the contrary, he ex-
plains to these growing Christians that just as a nursing
mother cherishes her own children, so he affectionately
longed to make a personal investment in their lives. ln fact,
he says that he was well-pleased to impart to them not only
the gospel of God (evangelism) but also his own life because
they had become dear to him (discipleship). Later, in verse 11
of that same chapter; he expiains that he exhorted, com-
forted, and charged every one of them "as a father doth his
children." This describes a commitment to finish the task of
discipleship.
The same thoughts can be seen in Acts 20 when Paul ad-
dressed the Ephesian elders. He speaks of "living among
them" and explains that he kept nothing back that was
helpful. In fact, the entire context of this address is intense
and filled with emotion. Obviously, the relationship he built
with these followers was more than that which is rypical
among too many pastors today. This kind of relationship
cannot be built by a pulpit ministry only, which is sometimes
the limit of a pastor's influence in his people's lives.\x/,VV hile on this earth Jesus centered most of His ministry
on twelve men. He discipleci them and thus changed the
world. The evidence of His completed task was that these
men became disciplers of other men. They were able to shake
their world for Jesus Christ. Here we can see the purity of
Christ's motives and the wisdom of His methods.
What. in fact. is the Great Commission? Some would
declare it to be the command to evangelize the world.
However, an examination of Matthew 28:18-20 shows that
Jesus said we are to make disciples. We are to present the
gospel, lead men to Christ, and then disciple those converts,
"teaching them to observe all things" as Christ has com-
manded.
Hebrews 722 says that Jesus is the "author and finisher of
our faith." How exciting it is to realize that He not only
initiated our salvation, but He finished it. Jesus Christ is the
Finisher. What a challengel It is important to square our at-
titudes and methods with the true teachings of Scripture. Let
us not only keep our evangelistic fire burning brightly, but let
us "make disciples" of these new converts with whom God
entrusts us and finish the task that God has laid before us.
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